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Abstract

This master's thesis analyses the growing influence of far-right populist forces, here embodied
by the Sweden Democrats, on debates and policies related to the energy transition in Sweden.
Through an interdisciplinary approach combining political theory, discourse analysis and
empirical studies, this research demonstrates how populism and the far-right are restructuring
public debate around energy sovereignty, national identity and resistance to European
injunctions. An analysis of the Sweden Democrats' election manifestos (2022 and 2024) reveals
a crisis rhetoric, an opposition between ‘the people’ and ‘the elites’, and a minimisation of the
climate emergency, justifying a wait-and-see approach and the promotion of nuclear power as
a symbol of national independence, to the detriment of renewable energies and social justice.
On the ground, while populist rhetoric contributes to polarising the debate and slowing down
the adoption of ambitious policies, Sweden's economic, social and institutional dynamics show
resilience and a capacity to pursue a just energy transition, despite the rise of the far-right. This
work highlights the importance of strengthening citizen participation, social equity and
transparency in energy governance to counter the risks of fragmentation and political
polarisation, while offering a reflection on the challenges of the energy transition in the broader
European context.



Acknowledgements

First and foremost, [ would like to express my sincere gratitude to my supervisors, Rachel Guyet
and Ferenc Fodor, for their invaluable guidance, support, and encouragement throughout this
research. The books they recommended opened my mind to new ideas, and our discussions
helped me see things more clearly and push my thinking further. I will miss our conversations.

I am also extremely grateful to Anna for accompanying me this year between Nice, Paris,
Forsvik, Berlin, Poitiers and Stockholm. Her support has been invaluable, and this year will
remain forever etched in our memories.

I would like to thank all participants who took part in this study for sharing their time and
experiences, as well as my fellow students for sharing doubts and good advice.

Special thanks go to Corinne Della Rocca and Hanna Zieren at Cife for their unfailing help and
kindness.

I am deeply grateful to my family and friends, especially Mehdi Chouial and Baptiste Bossard,
for their unwavering support and understanding.

Slutligen maste jag ocksd tacka Nils och Martin (1); Jag kommer sdkert att trdffa dem igen med
—————— om ndgra dar.



List of figures

Figure 1. Total energy supply, Sweden, 2023 (10) ....ooouerieiinienieieiieieeeeeeeee e 9
Figure 2. Result of the parliamentary election in Sweden in 2022, by share of votes (50) ..... 22
Figure 3. Result of the European elections in Sweden in 2024, by share of votes (50)........... 23

Figure 4. Cover page of the Sweden Democrats’ election manifesto for the European elections
on 6-9 June 2024



List of tables

Table 1. Analytical matrix of far-right populist opposition to the energy transition ............... 21
Table 2. Analytical & discursive matrix of far-right populist opposition to the energy
transition applied to the discourse of the Sweden Democrats...........cccoeeeverieneiiienienenniennne 38
Table 3. Analytical, discursive & operational matrix of far-right populist opposition to the
energy transition applied to the realities of Swedish SOCIEty. ......cceeveevieriiriiiniiniiiciec 46



List of acronyms

AfD:
ECR:
EGD:
EU:
ET:
FN:

IEA

LTI:

MEP:

NATO:
NECP:

PM:
UK:
UMP:

US:
USA:

SD:
SDM:

TFEC:

Alternative fiir Deutschland — Alternative for Germany
European Conservatives and Reformists

European Green Deal

European Union

Energy transition

Front National — National Front, today Rassemblement National (RN) —
National Rally

International Energy Agency

Liberalerna — Liberals

Lingua Tertii Imperii — The Language of the Third Empire (2)
Moderata samlingspartiet — Moderate Party

Member of the European Parliament

North Atlantic Treaty Organisation

National Energy and Climate Plan

Prime Minister

United Kingdom

Union pour un Mouvement Populaire — Union for a Popular Movement, today
Les Républicains (LR) — The Republicans

United States (of America)
United States of America

Rassemblement Pour la Républiqgue — Rally for the Republic, today Les
Républicains (LR) — The Republicans

Socialdemokraterna — Social Democrats
Sverigedemokraterna — Sweden Democrats
Sweden Democrats’ Manifesto

Total Final Energy Consumption

Vinsterpartiet — Left Party



Introduction

Energy: The far-right’s new battleground

Over the past decade, the growing influence of far-right political forces has become a defining
feature of the European political landscape, with significant implications for the direction and
ambition of energy transition (ET) policies. After focusing primarily on immigration for years,
far-right parties across Europe and beyond are now targeting climate and energy policy as one
of their major political battlegrounds. This shift is evident in countries such as Germany, Italy,
Poland and Sweden, where right-wing populist groups have organised opposition to climate
action, portraying it as a threat to national sovereignty, economic security and traditional
lifestyles. Sweden was chosen as a case study because of the uniqueness of its political, energy
and social model, which contrasts with the trajectories observed in other European countries
mentioned. While most European nations face similar tensions between sovereignty, ET and
social justice, Sweden stands out for the maturity of its public debate, the historical centrality
of environmental issues in the political agenda, and the coexistence of particularly strong
national and local dynamics. By choosing Sweden, we are therefore seeking to use a unique
case to analyse the complexity of the discourse and policies related to the ET, while highlighting
general trends which could also be relevant to understand the phenomenon in the wider
European context.

The enduring legacy and evolving challenges of Sweden’s welfare state

To paint a portrait of contemporary Sweden, is to capture the trajectory of a nation whose
identity and political culture have been profoundly shaped by social democracy and, above all,
by the vision of Hansson!. It was Hansson, in his landmark 1928 speech to the Riksdag, who
articulated the concept of Folkhemmet — ‘the people’s home’ — as the cornerstone of a new
social contract for modern Sweden (3). This vision, rooted in ideals of equality, solidarity, and
inclusion, was not merely rhetorical: under Hansson’s leadership from 1932 to 1946, Sweden
saw the implementation of sweeping reforms — unemployment insurance, health and maternity
benefits, pensions, and public housing — that transformed a society marked by deep class
divisions into one of the world’s most admired welfare states. This social model, sometimes
referred to as ‘the Swedish Middle Way’ (4) was a deliberate alternative to both laissez-faire
capitalism and revolutionary socialism, seeking instead a pragmatic, reformist path that placed
social cohesion and universal welfare at the heart of national identity. Further developed by
figures such as Palme?, it became synonymous with Sweden’s postwar success and stability (5).
It was credited not only with lifting millions out of poverty and building a robust welfare state,
but also with insulating Sweden from the authoritarian and populist waves that swept across
Europe during the twentieth century. The Social Democrats (S), by forging broad coalitions and
emphasizing consensus, maintained power almost uninterruptedly from 1932 to 1976, and
the Folkhemmet became both a political project and a powerful metaphor for Swedish society.

The durability of this model has come under increasing strain in recent decades. The economic
crisis of the 1990s, the pressures of globalisation, and rising inequality have eroded the

"Leader of the Social Democratic Party from 1925 to 1946, PM of Sweden from 1932 to 1936 and from 1936 to
1946.

2 Leader of the S from 1969 to 1986, PM of Sweden from 1969 to 1976, and from 1982 until his unsolved
assassination in 1986.



foundations of the social contract (6). The very concept of Folkhemmet — once a unifying ideal
— has become a site of political contestation, appropriated by the radical right to argue that the
left has sacrificed national cohesion for multiculturalism, and immigration. This rhetorical shift
mirrors a broader European trend, termed the ‘Populist Zeitgeist’ by Mudde (7; 8), in which
far-right parties recast themselves as defenders of the ‘real people’ against ‘cosmopolitan elites’
and supranational institutions. Sweden therefore offers a distinctive perspective for observing
developments in European politics.

The Sweden Democrats and the polarisation of energy policy

The Sweden Democrats (SD), members of the European Conservatives and Reformists (ECR)
group, have become a pivotal force in Swedish politics, supporting a minority government
through the Tido Agreement (2022-present). This unprecedented arrangement raises the
following problem statement: the resilience of Sweden’s political system in the face of populist
challenges, and its capacity to meet the demands of a just and ambitious ET in an increasingly
polarised international context.

The ET occupies a central place in both Swedish imagination and its policy reality. As a pioneer
in decarbonisation, Sweden, the 3™ lowest carbon intensity® member of the International Energy
Agency (IEA) in 2023 (9), has built more than 55% of its energy mix on biomass and nuclear
power (Fig. 1).

Coal Qil Natural gas Nuclear Hydro Wind, solar, etc. Biofuels and waste
31% 18.8% 1.5% 26.7% 12.0% 8.9% 28.9%

Figure 1. Total energy supply, Sweden, 2023 (10)

The 1980 referendum on nuclear energy*, held in the aftermath of the Three Mile Island
accident, marked a historic moment — demonstrating the country’s ability to organise a
democratic debate on energy sovereignty, but also exposing the fragility of consensus around
technological pathways and transition strategies. Today, the energy question has returned with
renewed force, intensified by price volatility, the effects on the energy sector by the war in
Ukraine and the centrality of climate change on the European agenda. The recent bankruptcy
of the battery manufacturer Northvolt, once a symbol of green industrial ambition, starkly
illustrates the vulnerability of this model to external shocks and rapid political change. In this
context, the rise of populism is profoundly reshaping the contours of the energy debate. What
was once a largely consensual project has become a battleground for political polarisation.
Energy sovereignty, the defence of living standards, and criticism of the European Union (EU)
now dominate public discourse. The SD’s ideological and rhetorical strategies allow them to
channel public anxieties, mobilise a sense of crisis, and challenge the legitimacy of ambitious

3 3.1 tonnes of CO2 per capita.

4 A gradual, long-term phase-out of civil nuclear power, with a halt to the construction of new nuclear power
stations, including other measures such as a tax on profits from hydroelectric power stations, assistance for low-
income earners in their energy expenditure, and more research into renewable energies, won the referendum of 23
March 1980 by a narrow margin (39.1% against 38.7% in favour of shutting down existing nuclear power stations
within 10 years, as well as a ban on new power stations or uranium mines.



climate policies. As this thesis will show, the opposition of ‘the people' to ‘the elites’, the
denunciation of renewables, and the critique of European standards are not merely rhetorical
devices; they are structuring the political landscape in Sweden and, increasingly, across Europe.

The Impact of the SD’s energy programme on Sweden’s climate ambition

As Sweden’s electricity production is largely decarbonised® and its energy consumption is
already highly electrified®, Sweden’s transition differs from countries such as Poland, which is
still heavily dependent on coal for its electricity production’. However, these specific
characteristics do not lead to the elimination of political divisions about the ET, which can be
observed where energy mixes remain very carbon-intensive and where the transition may seem
more difficult to achieve. The challenge in Sweden is then to meet future electricity demand,
particularly that of its energy-intensive industry®, which is estimated to increase by 66 to 81
TWh by 2035 (11). Debates over the future of nuclear power and the protection of national
industry reflect broader tensions between questions of sovereignty, competitiveness, and
sustainability that define Swedish ET today. It is this complex and evolving landscape that this
thesis sets out to explore. At its core lies the question: how could the SD’s energy programme
impact Sweden’s ability to achieve its climate and energy goals, particularly those related to
European commitments? This question is not only timely but also emblematic of broader
uncertainties facing liberal democracies and the European project. It invites us to explore the
interplay between populist rhetoric, national identity and energy sovereignty to assess the risks
and points of resilience for Sweden’s social contract and its contribution to the European ET.

A multidimensional analysis of populist influence on Sweden’s ET

Methodologically, to address these issues, this thesis adopts an interdisciplinary approach,
combining political history, discourse analysis, governance theory, and public policy studies.
The conceptual framework for this thesis is grounded in the academic literature on populism,
the far-right, and the legacy of fascism. The decision to mobilise these three closely related but
distinct concepts is driven by the need to understand the discursive strategies of protest
deployed in the context of energy and climate transition. Firstly, populism, as a form of rhetoric
and political mobilisation, to understand how certain parties present society as divided between
a ‘homogeneous people’ and ‘corrupt or disconnected elites’. Secondly, the far-right, as a
political family distinguished by its rejection of pluralism, its attachment to the traditional order
and, often, nationalist and identitarian rhetoric, to understand resistance to the ecological
transition and the questioning of European institutions. Thirdly, the legacy of fascism as a
complementary analytical framework for examining the persistence or reactivation of certain
ideological and discursive patterns, even if the current historical and institutional contexts differ
from those of the 1930s, and to better understand the logic at work in the transformation of the
Swedish and European political landscapes. To move beyond this interpretation based on
classical political economy, a second triptych will be used to grasp the complexity of the current
debates, which combine concerns about national independence, social justice and the scientific
legitimacy of public policies. Firstly, the concept of energy sovereignty — crystallising the

5> Hydro: 39.9%, nuclear: 29.2%, wind: 20.6% (10).

¢ Electricity accounts for around a third of Swedish Total Final Energy Consumption (TFEC), among the highest
levels in the world (9).

760.1% of the Polish electricity generation mix in 2023 (75).

8 Forests, chemicals, mines and steel.

10



tensions between national autonomy and European integration, particularly visible in the
Swedish context, where the issue of energy dependence and security of supply is central to the
political debate. Secondly, the concept of ‘just transition’ — an essential concept for
understanding the link between climate efficiency and social justice in a country where the
welfare state has long been a model, and for analysing how the discourse on ‘just transition’
can be instrumentalised or appropriated by different actors. And finally, climate scepticism —
to understand the resistance and controversies surrounding the ET. This approach is
complemented by exploitation of interviews with Swedish economic actors, local political and
non-political decision-makers, and on new studies conducted at Swedish universities. The study
of these six key concepts (populism, the far-right, fascist heritage, energy sovereignty, just
transition, climate scepticism) ultimately enables us to identify analytical indicators —
rhetorical, symbolic and programmatic — which we will then compare with the SD discourse to
verify their presence, consistency and modes of expression, using Maingueneau’s method of
discourse analysis (12) and Eco’s fourteen characteristics of fascism (13) on the SD’s
manifestos (SDMs) from 2022 and 2024 — documents chosen for their central role in defining
political orientations and electoral mobilisation, as well as for their capacity to reflect how the
Swedish social contract is being renegotiated in the context of globalisation and European
integration. The operational indicators identified will then be compared with the socio-
economic realities in Sweden in order to assess their suitability for achieving carbon neutrality.
This three-pronged approach — theoretical, discursive and empirical — aims to determine
whether SD strategies, while responding to electoral considerations, compromise the
effectiveness of climate policies. If so, this study will attempt to identify where mitigation levers
— such as narrative reframing and institutional counter-narratives — to counter the influence of
populist rhetoric and ensure that the imperatives of the ET are not undermined by demagogic
strategies.

From theoretical framework to stakeholder perceptions

This research is structured in three stages, echoing the pedagogical and poetic journey of Nils
Holgersson (4), the fictional character of a beloved Swedish schoolbook, who flies over Sweden
on the back of his wild goose and discovers the beauty, diversity but also fragility of his country.
The first chapter establishes the conceptual foundations via a literature review clarifying some
of the important terms and theoretical debates that structure the Swedish and European ETs.
The second chapter applies this framework to a detailed analysis of the SD’s 2022 and 2024
election manifestos to operationalise the analysis and assess the extent to which the SD’s
discourse aligns with the analysis matrix derived from the literature review. The final chapter
examines how this discourse is perceived by economic actors and local civil servants and
considers the potential for mitigation or amplification of its effects by institutional, economic,
and civil society stakeholders.

11



1. Conceptual foundations for understanding the populist and far-right challenges to
the energy transition

Like Nils (1), who soars above the Swedish landscape to gain perspective before descending to
observe its details up close, this first chapter invites us to zoom out and explore relevant
concepts that structure the Swedish debate on the ET. This review of theoretical literature aims
to give a better understanding of the political and ideological dynamics at work, but will, above
all, help us identify the most relevant analytical indicators of our study, though their implication
in the field of energy. The objective is thus to clarify the concepts of populism, the far-right,
fascism but also sovereignty, climate scepticism and ‘just transition’, in order to understand
how they influence the perception and treatment of the ET by the SD.

1.1.  Political theories and concepts

1.1.1 The Concept of Populism: Crisis of representation and implications for energy
policy

Populism is a controversial concept with many meanings. It is often defined as a ‘thin ideology’,
i.e. an ideology that does not propose a global vision of the world but is built around a central
principle: the division between ‘the pure people’ and ‘the corrupt elite’ (7). For Mudde,
populism means that politics must claim that they express the general will of the people. Taggart
(14) stresses the flexibility of populism, which is grafted onto more consistent ideologies
(nationalism, socialism, etc.) in order to take shape. Laclau (15) proposes a discursive approach,
seeing populism as a logic of constructing the ‘people’ through opposition to an ‘other’ (elite,
minorities or Brussels). In a context of crisis in Western democracies, where authoritarianism
or illiberalism are seen by some as systems of government better able to respond to profound
crises (economic, social, climatic or health crises), Miiller (16) sees populism as an intrinsic
threat to pluralism, because it rejects the legitimacy of opposition, whereas Canovan (17)
considers that populism can revitalise democracy by responding to the crisis of representation.

As we will see, populism is shaping a vision of energy in which the fight against elites, the
promotion of national control and the protection of citizens are becoming the foundations for
challenging European transition and integration policies.

Denouncing energy policies deemed elitist or out of touch with reality

Populism in the energy sector is primarily manifested in the denunciation of policies deemed
elitist or disconnected from the realities of the people. This stance translates into a discourse of
mistrust towards supranational bodies, which are accused of imposing ideological choices to
the detriment of national interests. Italian Council President Meloni, for example, proclaims:
“The ideological approach that accompanied the creation of the European Green Deal and has
supported its development thus far has had disastrous effects. [...] It is not true that the only
possible path to defend the environment and nature is the one defined by a blatantly ideological
minority.” (18), illustrating how rejection of European policies is used to defend a national
vision of energy justice.
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Promoting energy sovereignty

At the same time, promoting energy sovereignty is central to populist rhetoric. It involves
claiming national control over energy resources and choices, presenting independence as a
guarantee of prosperity and security. This aspiration is powerfully expressed in the words of
the US President Trump: “We have ended the war on American energy, and we have ended the
war on beautiful, clean coal. We are now an exporter of energy to the world. And the United
States is now the number one producer of oil and natural gas anywhere in the world. We are
energy independent.” (19), thus affirming the primacy of the nation over any external
constraints and the value of traditional energy resources as the foundation of national power.

Defending living standards against the ‘sacrifices’ imposed by the elite

Finally, defending living standards against the ‘sacrifices’ imposed by the elite is another pillar
of populist rhetoric in the energy sector. Here, the aim is to present transition or regulatory
measures as threats to the well-being of ordinary citizens, justifying policies to protect them
from price increases or restrictions. In Hungary, PM Orban has legitimised energy price caps
as a bulwark against Brussels, claiming to protect the people from decisions perceived as
arbitrary or punitive coming from outside the country (20).

While populism provides a flexible framework for understanding the opposition between ‘the
people’ and ‘the elite’ and the ways in which this antagonism is mobilized in the energy debate,
it is often intertwined with, but distinct from, the ideological currents of the far-right. Indeed,
while populism can attach itself to a variety of host ideologies, including both left-wing and
right-wing traditions, the contemporary European context — and the Swedish case in particular
— shows that it frequently intersects with nationalist, authoritarian, and exclusionary discourses.
To fully grasp the specific threat posed by populist actors to the ET, it is therefore essential to
move beyond the general logic of populism and examine how it merges with the ideological
repertoire of the far-right. The next section will clarify the contours of the far-right, exploring
how these movements not only adopt the populist dichotomy of ‘the people’ versus ’the elite’,
but also infuse it with themes of national identity, nativism, and a more radical rejection of
pluralism — elements that have direct implications for their approach to energy policy and
climate action. By shifting our focus from the broad logic of populism to the more specific
ideology of the far-right, we can better understand the mechanisms through which energy
sovereignty, resistance to European norms, and the defence of traditional industries become
central pillars of political mobilisation. This will allow us to distinguish the rhetorical strategies
common to all populist actors from those that are particular to the far-right, and to later assess
their concrete impact on Swedish energy debate.

1.1.2. The concept of the far-right: National identity and contestation of the energy
transition

Before delving into the concepts of the far-right, it is important to clarify why this section does
not address the far-left. While both ends of the political spectrum can, in theory, challenge
mainstream approaches to the ET, the reality of Swedish politics over the past decade justifies
this focus on the far-right. In Sweden, it is the far-right — embodied above all by the SD — that
has experienced significant electoral growth, shaped public debate, and exerted a tangible
influence on both national and European policy agendas, especially regarding energy and
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climate issues. In contrast, the far-left’, represented mainly by the Viinsterpartiet (V) — the Left
Party, has remained marginal in terms of both electoral dynamics and agenda-setting power,
particularly on ET debates. Moreover, the rhetoric and policy proposals of the far-right, as we
will see in chapter 2, have been far more disruptive to the consensus on climate action and the
direction of the ET. The SD, unlike the far-left, have opposed to European environmental
regulations, shown scepticism towards renewable energies, and enhanced the defence of
national sovereignty is central to their platform — often framing these issues in terms of identity,
security, and resistance to ‘elites’. This focus is also justified by the broader European trend,
where far-right parties have become key actors in contesting climate policy and promoting
energy nationalism (21; 22). In the Swedish case, the far-right’s discourse has not only
influenced public opinion but has also shaped coalition agreements and government priorities,
as evidenced by the Tido Agreement and the debates surrounding nuclear power and EU climate
targets. For these reasons, and in order to provide a relevant and context-sensitive analysis, this
section will concentrate on defining and analysing the far-right, whose impact on the ET in
Sweden is both more direct and more significant than that of the far-left.

The concept of the far-right remains fluid and debated, as it encompasses a variety of currents
and strategies depending on the national context. Milza (23) defines it as a political current
based on the rejection of pluralism, the exaltation of national identity and the desire to restore
an order perceived as threatened. This vision is rooted in a reaction to the supposed erosion of
traditional values and the loss of national homogeneity, often expressed through opposition to
immigration, multiculturalism and supranational integration. The far-right is also distinguished
by its radical criticism of liberal democracy, which it accuses of promoting relativism, moral
decadence and the dilution of collective values. It generally promotes an organic conception of
the nation, perceived as a community of destiny based on heritage, culture and sometimes
ethnicity, and values authority, order and a return to hierarchies considered natural. For Eatwell
and Goodwin (24), the term ‘national populism’ refers to the alliance between populist rhetoric
—which pits the ‘real people’ against the elites — and an identity agenda that is often xenophobic.
These movements mobilise concerns about cultural change, economic insecurity and mistrust
of institutions, presenting themselves as defenders of national sovereignty. The boundary
between populism and the far-right remains blurred. Mudde (7) proposes the notion of ‘radical
right-wing populism’, characterised by a combination of three elements: populism (opposition
between the ‘people’ and the ‘elites’), nativism (priority given to the national group of origin)
and authoritarianism (preference for order and the repression of deviance). Rydgren (25)
highlights the adaptability and diversity of these movements' strategies, in adjusting their
discourse to local contexts. Finally, several authors, including Mudde (26), warn against overly
broad or imprecise use of the term ‘far-right’, at the risk of diluting its analytical scope. The
far-right is thus distinguished by its exclusive nationalism, its rejection of pluralism and its
questioning of democratic norms, while remaining a multifaceted and evolving phenomenon.

In the energy sector, the far-right stands out for its particularly strong mobilisation around the
defence of national control over resources, opposition to European policies and a preference for

%1t is important to bear in mind the historical and traditional differences that make it difficult to compare left-wing
parties in continental European countries such as France, and Sweden. In general, the Swedish left is considered
less radical. In Sweden, where social democracy (see Introduction, p.8) has been the norm for a very long time,
the perception of what is “extreme” in the left-wing sense has been slightly different. In Sweden, the tendency to
label the “Vinsterpartiet” (V) as ‘far-left’ has emerged among other parties over the last decade.
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nuclear and traditional energies'®, thus articulating a unique and radical vision of the ET.
Looking at the influence of the far-right on energy policies, beyond populist rhetoric, we will
examine how these positions are translated into concrete policy choices, institutional dynamics,
and long-term impacts on the direction and ambition of national ETs.

Defence of national control over resources

The far-right has made national control over energy resources a fundamental principle. This
demand is reflected in policies such as Trump's ‘America First Energy Plan’ (27), which rejects
all international constraints and asserts the primacy of US energy independence. Through this
stance, the far-right seeks to guarantee national prosperity and security, while promoting
traditional resources as the foundation of the country's power.

Opposition to European regulations

Additionally, the European far-right is strongly opposed to the regulations imposed by Brussels,
which it perceives as infringements on the sovereignty and autonomy of nations. PM Orban of
Hungary has stated that “We have only one mission left: to defend these achievements again
and again against attacks from Brussels, which is trying to take away our energy tariff shield
[...]” (28). This rejection is accompanied by rhetoric of resistance, in which the defence of the
national model prevails over any external interference.

Preference for nuclear and traditional energy sources

Finally, the far-right favours the use of nuclear energy and traditional energy resources, which
it presents as guarantees of stability, security and independence. This orientation is reflected in
the SDs' 2024 manifesto: “In this way, the EU can help to stimulate more nuclear power in
Europe and the world.”"' (SDM 2024, p.6, A realistic environment and climate policy). The
choice of nuclear power and the continued use of fossil fuels are thus justified by the desire to
maintain living standards and industrial competitiveness, while rejecting innovations perceived
as costly or unreliable.

The far-right distinguishes itself from other political currents by its emphasis on national
identity, its rejection of pluralism, and its narrative of a nation under threat, all of which are
mobilized to challenge established approaches to the ET. While the boundaries between
populism and the far-right remain debated in academic literature, the latter brings a more
exclusionary, nativist, and often authoritarian dimension to the populist dichotomy of ‘the
people’ versus ‘the elite’. As exemplified above, this is evident in the far-right’s consistent
advocacy for national control over energy resources, its opposition to supranational regulations,
and its preference for traditional energy resources such as nuclear and fossil fuels.

However, to fully understand the discursive strategies and symbolic resources mobilized by
these movements, it is necessary to further explore the ideological underpinnings that inform
their worldview. In particular, the legacy of fascism, as theorized by Eco (13), offers a useful
framework for analysing how references to tradition, the rejection of modernity, and the

10 Traditional energy often refers to fossil fuels. Here and elsewhere in this thesis, the term refers to Sweden's
historical energy mix based on hydroelectricity and biomass, to which non-traditional energy sources, namely
nuclear power, should be added.

' The SDMs were fully translated from Swedish to English using the DeepL online translator. Corrections to this
translation are indicated by brackets [...] throughout the document.
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construction of internal and external enemies shape far-right approaches to energy and climate
issues. The next section will therefore examine how and to what extent these elements are
manifested in contemporary discourse, and what they reveal about the deeper ideological roots
of the far-right’s stance on the ET.

1.1.3. The legacy of fascism: Glorification of the past, rejection of modernity, and the
construction of threats in energy discourse

Fascism is a concept with blurred and evolving boundaries. Eco (13) identifies fourteen
characteristics of ‘eternal fascism’, including the cult of tradition, the rejection of modernity,
fear of difference, and obsession with conspiracy. For Eco, fascism is a ‘vague constellation’
rather than a strict ideology. Griffin (29) favours a definition centred on the myth of national
renewal. Paxton (30) emphasises the dynamics of action rather than ideology. However, in line
with Stanley (31) warning against the inflationary use of the term ‘fascism’ to describe any
form of authoritarian populism, this concept must be used with caution and embedded in
specific political contexts.

In the energy sector, the far-right mobilises discursive strategies that are part of the legacy of
fascism as theorised by Eco: cult of the past, rejection of modernity, and designation of external
enemies. These traits are reflected in three major areas.

Glorification of an idealised past

Firstly, the far-right holds up a glorified past as a model, in which rural life, agricultural
traditions and national industrial power are the pillars of a collective identity that must be
preserved. This nostalgia is expressed in the passionate defence of landscapes and skills
threatened by modernity and technocracy. Thus, President Meloni defends the Italian
agricultural tradition threatened by European technocrats (32), erecting the land and national
heritage as ramparts against the uniformity imposed from outside. This recourse to rural and
industrial imagery, far from being insignificant, aims to reunite the national community around
values perceived as authentic and immutable.

Mistrust of innovation and renewable energy

A deep mistrust of technological innovation, particularly renewable energies such as wind and
solar power, runs through the discourse of the far-right. These solutions are often caricatured
as ineffective, costly, and even harmful to the environment and society. President Trump did
not hesitate to mock them: “A windmill will kill many bald eagles [...] After a certain number,
they make you turn the windmill off; that is true. By the way, they make you turn it off. And yet,
if vou killed one, they put you in jail. That is OK. But why is it OK for windmills to destroy the
bird population? You want to see a bird graveyard, go under a windmill someday. You will see
more dead birds than you've ever seen in your life.” (33)”. This rhetoric aims to discredit
renewable energy sources.

Denunciation of foreign interference

This is a cornerstone of far-right rhetoric on energy issues. The EU, and supranational
institutions more broadly, are accused of imposing standards and policies that run counter to
national interests. This rejection of external authority is embodied in the slogan of the SD:
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“Keep Brussels away from the Swedish forest” (SDM 2024, p.8), which summarises the desire
to preserve local management of resources and defend sovereignty against any form of control
perceived as hostile or disconnected from national realities.

The concept of fascism — whether understood through Eco’s constellation of characteristics,
Griffin’s focus on national rebirth (29), or Paxton’s emphasis on action (30) — offers a powerful
analytical lens for deciphering the symbolic and ideological resources mobilized by
contemporary far-right actors in the energy debate. The glorification of an idealised past,
mistrust of technological innovation, and denunciation of foreign interference are not merely
rhetorical flourishes; they serve to reinforce a narrative of threat, loss and resistance that
resonates with segments of the population anxious about rapid change and perceived increase
in external control.

In the Swedish and broader European context, these fascist tropes do not constitute a formal
political programme, but they do shape the discursive strategies of parties like the SD. As we
will seek to verify by studying their election manifestos in chapter 2, by invoking tradition,
casting doubt on renewable energy solutions, and framing the EU as a hostile force, these
movements seek to mobilise public anxieties and steer the national debate on energy and climate
in a direction that prioritises national sovereignty and identity.

1.2.  Ilustrative themes in political analysis

1.2.1. The notion of sovereignty: Anti-Europeanism, national control, and resistance in
the energy sector

Sovereignty refers to a political doctrine that defends the sovereignty of nations, i.e. their
autonomy and ability to exercise exclusive control over their internal affairs, particularly in the
face of transfers of powers to supranational bodies such as the EU (34). Historically linked to
the Westphalian conception of the state, sovereignty opposes any form of integration deemed
likely to threaten national independence or the democratic legitimacy of the people (35; 36). It
is expressed on the right, in the defence of national identity and the primacy of the people of
any external authority, and on the left, through the denunciation of the European ‘democratic
deficit’ and the desire to preserve the state's ability to protect social interests against the logic
of the single market.

In Europe, sovereignty shapes much of the contemporary debate on governance, identity and
democracy in the age of globalisation. This opposition is reflected in the European Parliament,
particularly between the ECR group, to which the SD belongs, and the new group Patriots for
Europe. The ECR positions itself as a right-wing, anti-federalist and Euro-realist group,
advocating the sovereignty of Member States, institutional flexibility and intergovernmental
cooperation, while respecting the democratic framework and displaying an Atlanticist stance.
In contrast, the more radical Patriots for Europe group brings together sovereignist and
nationalist parties that are staunchly opposed to so-called ‘ultra-federalism’, advocate a
weakening of the EU and defend a Europe composed strictly of independent nation states, with
tougher rhetoric on migration, sovereignty and identity. This diversity of positions illustrates
the centrality and polysemy of sovereignty in the current political realignments in Europe.

In the energy sector, sovereignty is emerging as a central theme, articulating the defence of
national control in the face of globalisation and European integration. Interplaying with
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concepts such as populism — which centres on opposition between ‘the people’ and ‘the elite’,
and the legacy of fascism and the far-right — which are rooted in authoritarianism and
exclusionary nationalism, sovereignty specifically foregrounds the nation-state’s exclusive
authority to set its own energy, economic, and environmental policies. This demand is
expressed in three main areas, which reflect the concrete desire to regain control over energy,
economic and environmental choices.

Defence of local management of natural resources

Here, it is a question of claiming a historical and exclusive right, inherited from past
generations, to administer and preserve the wealth of the national territory. Akesson, leader of
the SD, embodies this stance by stating: “We do not need Brussels to tell us how to take care of
our forests. The Swedish people have managed their land and resources for generations, and
we will continue to do so in the best interest of our country.” (37). This type of statement aims
to contrast the wisdom and legitimacy of the people with European technocracy, while setting
up local management as a bulwark against foreign interference.

The revival of nuclear power as a symbol of independence

Energy sovereignty is also expressed through the promotion of energy sources considered to
guarantee national independence, foremost among which is nuclear power. For countries such
as Poland, investing in nuclear power is tantamount to affirming a desire to free themselves
from dependence on external suppliers and to guarantee the nation's energy security. As
Mateusz Morawiecki, then PM of Poland, stated “Our task is to guarantee Poland the energy
independence at low carbon emissions and this is why we look favorably at nuclear energy”
(38). Nuclear power here becomes a symbol of renewed power and strategic autonomy, in
contrast to the vulnerability brought about by the globalisation of energy markets.

Protecting the agricultural and industrial sectors from ‘Brussels bureaucracy’

Finally, sovereignty translates into the defence of national agricultural and industrial sectors,
which are portrayed as victims of excessive EU regulation. This rhetoric emphasises the need
to preserve jobs, lifestyles and economic competitiveness in the face of standards that are
perceived as arbitrary and disconnected from local realities. Bardella, MEP and leader of the
Rassemblement National (RN), has repeatedly accused the EU of wanting to kill agriculture,
saying that the farmers' protests are “the cry of France, which does not want to die” (39). This
discourse contrasts the protection of the national productive fabric with the uniform and
punitive logic of Europe, elevating resistance to ‘Brussels bureaucracy’ to an act of sovereignty.

The resurgence of sovereignist and anti-EU rhetoric in the energy sector reflects a broader trend
in contemporary European politics, where national control over resources and the protection of
key economic sectors against ‘Brussels bureaucracy’ have become central themes for right-
wing and populist actors. These discourses, illustrated by leaders such as Akesson, Morawiecki,
and Weidel (AfD, Alternative fiir Deutschland — Alternative for Germany), are not simply a
reaction to specific EU policies but rather a strategic mobilisation of national identity and
economic anxiety in the face of globalisation and supranational governance. In the Swedish
context, as in much of Europe, the defence of sovereignty is invoked both as a shield against
perceived external threats and as a means of legitimising resistance to ambitious climate and
energy policies. This sovereignist posture often reframes the debate; instead of focusing on the
challenges of decarbonisation or the opportunities of the green transition, it foregrounds the

18



risks of losing national control, economic competitiveness, or cultural distinctiveness.
However, it is important to note that the concept of sovereignty, much like other notions central
to the energy debate, is not always mobilised in good faith. In the context of electoral
competition, populist actors from all political wings frequently instrumentalise the defence of
sovereignty — not to promote genuine democratic participation or social justice, but to galvanise
support by fuelling fears of external control and by presenting themselves as the sole protectors
of working class or national interests.

This strategy of rhetorical appropriation is not limited to sovereignty alone. As we will see in
the next section, the concept of a ‘just transition’ also becomes a tool for political mobilisation,
including for far-right populist parties.

1.2.2. The concept of just transition: From social justice principle to instrument of
populist mobilisation

The ‘just transition’ refers to policies aimed at accompanying the transformation of energy
systems without widening social inequalities (40). Heffron and McCauley (41) highlight the
difficulty of reconciling social justice and climate efficiency. Newell and Mulvaney (42) stress
the risk of political recuperation of the notion, which can be used to slow down the transition.
Some authors criticise the lack of concrete mechanisms to guarantee equity in the distribution
of costs and benefits, including a fairer allocation of decision-making power to citizens —
constitutes a major shortcoming. Both the lack of redistribution and the limited participation in
decision-making are framed as injustices, and are frequently invoked in populist discourse to
argue that the ET should be halted in order to protect the people. Populist movements often
misuse this notion to denounce the supposed ‘injustice’ of transition, presented as a threat to
people's standard of living.

Among the populists, ‘just transition” or ‘social justice’ are being hijacked from their original
meaning to become instruments of electoral mobilisation, used to pit the ‘people’ against the
‘elites’, to slow down the ecological transition or to reinforce exclusion. This phenomenon is
part of a long tradition of lexical recuperation analysed by Klemperer in LTI, the Language of
the Third Reich!'? (2). The author details how the Nazi regime misappropriated notions of justice
and the social to serve its propaganda:

“The word ‘sozial’ becomes an obligatory ornament, emptied of all universal content,
reserved for the community of the German people and to the exclusion of others.”
(Klemperer, LTI, 1947)

Here, the reference to social justice, omnipresent in nazi rhetoric, is not intended to promote
equality but to reinforce the cohesion of the majority group and justify the exclusion or
persecution of minorities.

Hungarian PM Orban regularly uses the notion of social justice to justify maintaining subsidies
for fossil fuels and capping energy prices, which he presents as a way of protecting the citizens
with the most modest means from the ‘sacrifices’ imposed by Brussels: “Mr Orban said

12 The characteristics of LTI defined by Klemperer will not be used in the study of SD’s discourse. However, it
should be noted here that the argument is limited to discourse and its discursive characteristics and does not seek
to draw a link between a modern political party and the Nazi regime.
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Brussels further demands the termination of the reduction of household energy bills, despite
the fact that it means survival for millions of families. ” (43) And in Italy, President Meloni has
used the rhetoric of just transition to oppose certain measures in the European Green Deal
(EGD), presenting them as unfair to workers and the working classes: “We intend to pursue a
just transition to support the affected communities and leave no one behind.” (44). Emptied of
its progressive content the ‘just transition’ become a tool for defending national interests and a
weapon against European integration.

While the notion of a ‘just transition” was born of a desire to reconcile ecological transformation
and social justice, it is now frequently used by populist or sovereignist movements. Far from
serving solely to guarantee fairness in the distribution of the costs and benefits of the ET, it has
become a rhetorical tool for mobilising the electorate against climate policies deemed elitist or
imposed from outside. This diversion, which is part of a long tradition of lexical recuperation
analysed by Klemperer (2), empties the concept of its progressive substance and turns it into a
lever for defending national or sectoral interests, or even for exclusion.

This strategy of politicising ‘justice’ and ‘just transition’ is often accompanied by a discourse
that plays down the urgency of climate change or challenges the scientific consensus. It is
therefore only natural that in the next section we should look at contemporary forms of climate
scepticism and climate denial. We will see how these movements, while claiming to defend the
‘people’, are helping to slow down or delegitimise climate action by mobilising distrust of the
scientific and institutional elites.

1.2.3. The dynamics of climate scepticism: Forms and political functions in populist
discourse

Climate scepticism refers to questioning the scientific consensus on climate change, while
climate denial goes as far as denying the reality or seriousness of the phenomenon (21).
McCright and Dunlap (45) distinguish several forms of climate scepticism; contesting causes,
consequences or solutions. Forchtner (22) analyses the identity and political dimension of
denial, often linked to the defence of traditional or national ways of life. Brulle (46) stresses the
role of industrial lobbies in the spread of climate scepticism. In populist discourse, climate
scepticism is often ‘soft’; it consists of acknowledging the scientific consensus while
downplaying urgency or national responsibility.

Radical climate denial, rejecting not only the urgency but the very legitimacy of climate action,
and framing climate policy as a collective error imposed by elites is well illustrated by Nigel
Farage (UK, Brexit Party), who has called following the climate change agenda “one of the
biggest and most stupid collective mistakes” (47).

‘Soft’ climate scepticism, which does not deny climate change outright but questions human
responsibility, can be seen in invoking natural cycles to justify inaction and national policy
autonomy: Salvini (Lega), recently claimed ice melting is a naturally recurring phenomenon, a
fact easily disproved by data (48).

As we shall see in the next section, the SD is adopting this ‘soft’ climate scepticism in their
official communications, accepting the scientific consensus but justifying a wait-and-see

policy.
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Climate scepticism, in its various forms, is a central element of populist discourse, oscillating
between partial questioning and more radical denial. It often takes the form of ‘soft’ scepticism,
acknowledging the reality of climate change while playing down the urgency of action or
national responsibility. This strategy allows populist parties, such as the SD, to position
themselves as pragmatists while avoiding ambitious commitments, thus preparing the ground
for a climate policy that allows alliances with traditional parties, more attached to the
seriousness of their discourse and political positions.

A framework for analysing far-right populist discourse on ET in Sweden

At the end of this first chapter, we can conclude that energy matters are not just a technical
issue, but a powerful vector for political mobilisation, where identity, security and
competitiveness are intertwined. The use of the populist discourse by certain players helps to
polarise the debate and to call into question the ability to bring about an ambitious and inclusive
ET.

Having laid the conceptual and contextual foundations needed to understand how the energy
debate is structured by oppositional logics (for example, between ‘the people’ and ‘the elites’),
we will now, just as Nils (1), after surveying the vast landscape from above descends to observe
the details of a particular village or field, focus on the discourse of the SD. To this end, we will
operationalize the theoretical framework established in this chapter.

Concepts Analytical indicators

National energy independence

Rejection of European standards

Promotion of nuclear power/local energy

Protection of national industry

Criticism of the EGD

Little attention to social equity

Recognition of the scientific consensus but

minimisation of the urgency and national

responsibility

Euroscepticism

Mistrust of the EGD

Emphasis on subsidiarity

Construction of a threatened ‘people’

Mobilisation of local identity. opposition

between elites and the people

e Absence of green innovation in populist
discourse

e Promotion of the status quo

Energy sovereignty

Just transition

Climate scepticism

Europe

Polarisation

Innovation

Table 1. Analytical matrix of far-right populist opposition to the energy transition

This matrix, which connects the key concepts under study to their analytical indicators, will be
expanded after the analysis of the SD’s discourse by adding discursive indicators — namely, the
concrete ways in which these analytical indicators are manifested in their rhetoric.
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2. Analysis of the electoral discourse of the Sweden Democrats

Now that the theoretical framework of terms useful to our study has been established (chapter
1), they can be applied to the material at hand. At the end of this chapter, we will return to our
analytical matrix to verify whether and how it is operationalised in the SD’s discourse.

Election manifestos are the face that political parties officially show. The product of their
ideology and the preparation for elections, they are their program basis. Here we look at the
election manifestos produced by the SD for the last two Swedish elections: the 2022
parliamentary election and the 2024 European elections.

The parliamentary elections to renew the three hundred and forty-nine members of the Riksdag
were called for 11 September 2022, at the end of the four-year term provided for by the Swedish
Constitution. The highly polarized election campaign followed the resignation in 2021 of PM
Lofven (S), who was earlier censured by parliament. The campaign was dominated by security
and crime issues as well as economic concerns, particularly inflation and energy prices. This
preoccupation with energy issues stems from a combination of structural, economic and
geopolitical factors that have had a direct impact on the purchasing power of Swedish
households and the competitiveness of Swedish businesses. The war of aggression launched by
the Russian Federation in Ukraine and the subsequent reduction in Russian gas and oil supplies
have caused energy prices to soar across Europe, with Swedish electricity prices rising to
unprecedented levels in 2022, sometimes reaching over €120/MWh compared with €35/MWh
in the 2010s (49), particularly in the south of Sweden where hydroelectricity is not as abundant
as in the north of the country. As a result, the political parties have rivalled with each other in
putting forward proposals to reduce household energy bills, ranging from a revival of nuclear
power to direct subsidies and massive investment in the electricity network. The position on
this matter contributed to the success of the right-wing bloc, including the Moderates, Christian
Democrats, Liberals and SD, which obtained a narrow majority with 176 seats, compared to
163 for the left-wing bloc. This victory led to the resignation of the outgoing PM Andersson
(S) and the formation of a new government led by Kristersson (M - Moderata samlingspartiet
— Moderate Party).
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Figure 2. Result of the parliamentary election in Sweden in 2022, by share of votes (50)
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Elections to renew the twenty-one Swedish MEPs were held on 9 June 2024, at the end of the
MEPs' five-year term. The campaign issues included security, social inequalities and
environmental challenges. With the fall in electricity prices recorded at the end of 2023 and
beginning of 2024 having reduced the pressure on Swedish households and businesses (5/), the
subject of energy prices had become less of a rallying point in public opinion. Going against
the electoral results in many European countries, the results show a rise in green parties and a
slight decline in far-right parties compared to the 2022 national elections. Pro-EU parties,
particularly the Liberals, saw their influence diminish. Liberal voters made the party pay for its
participation in government on the basis of the Tido Agreement with the SD. Indeed,
participation in the coalition government has blurred their identity with pro-European and
centrist voters, who may have been put off by the influence of the far-right on national politics,
or disappointed by government compromises. In particular, Pourmokhtari (L), the minister
responsible for climate, presented a climate action plan that was deemed highly inadequate by
experts, the opposition, NGOs and even Swedish industry (52). This lack of strong measures
was seen as a step backwards for Sweden, once a leader in ecological transition.
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Figure 3. Result of the European elections in Sweden in 2024, by share of votes (50)

In order to better understand the dynamics during these campaigns, we will study the two
manifestos of the SD, still available online on the party's website, using the theoretical
framework of discourse analysis proposed by Maingueneau (12). This semiological study is
supplemented by the search in these texts for the fourteen characteristics of fascism defined by
Eco in his speech delivered on 25 April 1995 for the fiftieth anniversary of the liberation of
Europe (13). The detailed study is provided in Appendix 3. Note that this method, applied only
to these two manifestos, aims to characterize the discourse and not the political party itself.
These tools will enable us to look for the characteristics of populism (2.1) before focusing our
study to the treatment given to energy and climate issues (2.2) in more detail.
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2.1. Characteristics of populist rhetoric in the Sweden Democrats' campaigns

2.1.1. Populist scenography

Of the two manifestos, only the one for the 2024 European election features an image. The
interpretation of this image reveals its implicit meanings, like a perfect iconic summary of the
textual discourse to follow.
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Figure 4. Cover page of the Sweden Democrats’ election manifesto for the European elections on 6-9 June 2024

A full page of the manifesto is devoted to this depiction of a summer landscape whose Swedish
context is implied, with no flag or Midsummer pole, which adorns many Swedish gardens, nor
any classic red and white painted wooden houses emblematic of the Swedish countryside, to
make it explicit. This idealised vision of the Swedish countryside reinforces a sense of
belonging to a specific territory without resorting to ostentatious nationalist symbols. The scene
evokes a rural world where traditional values are highly prized, and nature is carefully managed.
Although there is no human presence, it too is implied, interacting with this environment; the
road, fences and carefully tended lawns suggest that people must play an active role in
managing the environment, shaping the landscape. Projecting its receptor into the future, it acts
as a call to remember one's roots, the landscapes that have shaped Swedish identity, and one
can almost hear the echo of the wild geese guiding Nils across the kingdom (1). The contrast
between wild verges and manicured gardens symbolizes the delicate balance between
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preserving nature and economic development. The image suggests active land management,
where nature is not simply left to its own devices, but is shaped by human action. The winding
path represents a political journey that is not straightforward but requires caution and a thorough
knowledge of the terrain. It is not a motorway, but a path that winds its way through challenges.
This choice of the countryside rather than the urban landscape, unlike many other Swedish
parties, marks a certain rejection of modernity. It is also possible to see in this landscape
preserved from any modern infrastructure, a fortiori, the threat of a deterioration of the rural
environment by installations such as solar or wind farms.

The flowers, touches of discreet beauty, could represent one major traditional Swedish value,
the importance of simplicity. Progression from shadow to light evokes hope and optimism, but
also the need to overcome obstacles, calling for action. This consensual first page of the 2024
election manifesto is intended as a symbol of pragmatism, where solutions are based on
‘common sense’ and ‘local knowledge’, concepts dear to populists.

Populist scenography is even more evident in the textual discourse of the SD. Let us take as an
example two discursive methods that directly echo the constituent elements of populism: the
people/elite dichotomy and the notion of urgency and crisis (chapter 1). They can be found right
at the beginning of the introduction, in the second sentence of the 2022 manifesto:

“For a long time, Swedish politics has been about putting interests other than those of Sweden
and its citizens first. As a result, Sweden has become a country [of] crisis and division.”
(SDM 2022, p.4, Introduction)

Dichotomy people/elite

As discussed in the first section (1.1.1, p.12), populism is characterized by the dichotomy
between ‘people’ and ‘elite’, referring all rejected ideas to another group, exogenous to the
‘people’; i.e. the “elite’. It is a structuring element of both manifestos.

In 2022, the dichotomy is implicit: the “irresponsible policies” has been “inflicted on Swedish
society”, i.e. the ‘people’, by “both Social Democratic and centre-right governments”; i.e. the
‘political elite’. The policies criticized are no longer electoral choices made by the people in
the past; they have been imposed on the people by an elite. The electorate is thus freed from its
potential responsibility for the directions taken in the past, since it becomes their victim.

In 2024, the dichotomy is amplified, and the discourse becomes more explicitly anti-elite. The
figure of the ‘people’ is promoted as the only source of legitimacy in the face of corrupt ‘elites’
who are out of touch with reality. These elites, in opposition to the ‘Swedish people’, are
globalized, European, ‘Brussels’ supranationalism’, against which “The Sweden Democrats
therefore want to give the Swedish people a strong voice” (SDM 2024, p.3, Introduction).

Crisis and urgency

The prominence of a crisis is a powerful tool in populist staging. Policies are described as
irresponsible and led by the globalized political elite that generates crises. As we have seen, in
2022, the SD defined Sweden as being divided. The crisis is presented as widespread:

"But the consequences of the irresponsible policies that have characterized past decades
have now had repercussions in all branches of politics and throughout Sweden."
(SDM 2022, p.4, Introduction)
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This general wording allows the party to raise concerns without committing to specific
solutions. The manifesto for the 2024 European elections is much more specific. It depicts a
Europe in crisis, facing terrorist attacks:

"Europe is at war — Islamism, gang crime and insecurity are spreading, while Brussels'
supranationalism has never been as pervasive as it is today."
(SDM 2024, p.3, Introduction)

The threats here are internal (crime, Islamism) and external (Brussels supranationalism). The
polycrisis depicted affects many sectors, with as many potential electorates to mobilize. Let us
look at two examples:

Agricultural crisis and threat to food production:

"All over Europe, farmers are protesting against the excessive amount of rules and
requirements imposed by the EU on agriculture, the protests can be seen as a cry for help
from the sector."

(SDM 2024, p.7, Protecting the interests of Swedish farmers)

"We cannot accept this, it has never been more important to protect Swedish and
European food production."
(SDM 2024, p.7, Protecting the interests of Swedish farmers)

Threat to Swedish forests and urgent need to protect them: the chapter “Keep Brussels away
from the Swedish forest” (SDM 2024, p.8) emphasizes the urgent need to protect Swedish
forests from interference from Brussels. The language of crisis and urgency is used to mobilize
voters and justify future policy proposals. Finally, two topics, energy issues and the EU,
perfectly illustrate this populist scenography.

Energy/climate issues

Populist scenography is deployed in the treatment of climate and energy issues. In this official
program, the SD do not deny climate change and accept the scientific consensus at first glance:
“The world is facing a serious situation, as emphasized by the IPCC's latest AR6 report.” (SDM
2022, p.23, Climate). On the other hand, they are spreading the idea that Sweden's action will
not be decisive in the global fight that is being waged: “While it is important to emphasize that
a country like Sweden, which [accounts] for one [thousandth] of emissions, cannot have a
direct impact on the climate.” (SDM 2022, p.23, Climate). This plea for climate inaction is
based on the elements of populist scenography discussed above. The SD presents themselves
as the shield to defend Swedish “standard of living and competitiveness” (SDM 2022, p.23,
Climate) against EU's climate policy. The chosen approach is therefore mainly national
autonomy and the protection of natural resources. For the 2024 European elections, the ‘soft’
climate scepticism (see section 1.2.3., pp. 20-21) arguments used at the national level are
applied to the 27: “Today, EU countries account for 7% of the world's greenhouse gas emissions
and this share has decreased significantly in recent decades” (SDM 2024, p.6, A realistic
environment and climate policy). The use of emergency scenography is reversed: “There is an
imminent risk that radical climate policies will lead to high costs for households while jobs,
growth and emissions are shifted to other countries without benefit for global climate work”
(SDM 2024, p.6, A realistic environment and climate policy). The crisis, the existence of which
seems to be initially recognized, would therefore not be climatic but economic and social. Nor
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is the designated enemy the increase in the level of carbon in the atmosphere and other
greenhouse gases, but policies, “characterised by virtue-signalling, emotion and pure
alarmism” (SDM 2024, p.6, A realistic environment and climate policy) led by the EU. We will
see that environmental issues are in fact exploited to make the EU responsible for environmental
constraints that are supposedly harmful to Swedish economy.

European Union

In the section of the 2022 manifesto dedicated to Europe, the SD introduces immigration, a
central theme for the party. The concept of “net zero”, nowhere to be found when the manifesto
addresses climate and energy, is applied: “the Sweden Democrats' net-zero migration policy
vision” (SDM 2022, p.59, Europe). The discourse aimed at denouncing an extension of the
Union's powers beyond the terms of the treaties, and at the expense of the Member States, is
being employed. It discreetly draws on the conspiracy narrative that has emerged since the
health crisis of 2020: “The transfer of power from national democracies to the EU has
accelerated during the pandemic.” (SDM 2022, p.59, Europe). The undemocratic nature of the
European institutions, primarily due to the opposition between ‘national democracies’ and the
EU, is emphasised by the SD:

“More and more political issues are being decided in Brussels”
“...democratic opportunities for influence and transparency for citizens are very poor.”
“...increase the EU's grip on economic policy...”

(SDM 2022, p.59, Europe)

A democratic deficit that the SD propose to correct by organizing a referendum on the transfer
of powers to the EU. The use of the referendum on European matters is not neutral; since Brexit
in 2016, only populist parties have proposed to ‘get back to the people’. This is part of the long
tradition of rejecting representative democracy. For 2024, the SD takes this argument even
further by incorporating the bias of the people's opposition to the elite represented by European
politicians: “For decades, the EU has been allowed to take power away from the Swedish people
and put it in the hands of politicians in Brussels.” (SDM 2024, p.4, Stop the transfer of power
to Brussels). This elite, accused of being undemocratic and monopolizing power, is also accused
of using that power against the Swedish people and their way of life: “Brussels is painting [a
picture of] agriculture and primary production of food as an environmentally hazardous
activity that require ever tighter regulations.” (SDM 2024, p.7, Protecting the interests of
Swedish farmers) and even “Brussels is actively working to deny Europeans healthier
alternatives to tobacco smoking and is currently pushing the issue of banning white snus.” '3
(SDM 2024, p.14, Stop the EU's greediness). In the 2024 manifesto, opposition to the EU is
becoming more outspoken and open than in 2022. It is spreading to many areas and is thus
likely to reach a more diverse and numerous electorates.

This populist scenography serves to create a powerful narrative framework, in which the SD
position themselves as the only legitimate defenders of the people in the face of multiple threats.

13 Snus is a tobacco product that comes in small pouches that are placed on the gum to allow nicotine to be absorbed
through the mouth lining. Manufactured and consumed in Sweden since the 1820s, it has long been the country's
main tobacco product. When it joined the EU in 1995, Sweden obtained a permanent exemption allowing it to
continue manufacturing and selling snus on its domestic market, on the grounds of cultural and traditional
considerations.
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Now that the scene has been set, we can examine the rhetorical processes used by the SD to
reinforce their message and win over their electorate.

2.1.2. Populist rhetorical processes

The analysis of the rhetorical processes used in the manifestos of the SD initially focuses on
three identifiable populist processes: the call for national unity, simplification and the creation
of a hybrid enemy. Other general but significant processes, studied at a later stage, such as the
use of interdiscourse and paratopias, reinforce populist rhetoric.

Call for national unity

The call for national unity in the face of a designated enemy in a context of crisis and emergency
is a rhetorical device used by the SD. It is not unique to populist movements. The ‘flag effect’
is often used by political leaders to mobilise citizens in the face of a crisis. This is currently the
case in Western Europe in the face of the Russian ‘existential threat’ denounced by the French
President in March 2025, for example'®. Usually understood as the coming together of the
whole nation, national unity aims to transcend political divisions. In the face of crisis, the factors
that bring people together are greater than the factors that divide them. This process is therefore
difficult to articulate with a liberal democratic logic that organises the confrontation of pluralist
points of view. For the SD, who use a populist approach that divides ‘the people’ and ‘the elite’,
this method aims to offer voters a unifying image. Yet the call for unity is exclusive to one
section of the population. Thus the 2022 manifesto mentions that the “Swedish politics has been
about putting interests other than those of Sweden and its citizens first” (SDM 2022, p.4,
Introduction) and that the policy of the SD aims to “prioritise Swedish interests and pursue
policies that [benefit] all citizens” (SDM 2022, p.4, Introduction), showing without actually
saying so a desire to refocus policies on a specific section of the population, namely ‘Swedish
citizens’, while implicitly excluding other groups, such as migrants or those perceived as not
sharing Swedish culture. For the 2024 elections, the national unity advocated by the SD is
logically articulated in opposition to the European institutions, which are criticised in carefully
chosen terms, as we will see later in the analysis of the lexicon used: “It is time for Sweden to
speak out. We must show the bureaucrats in Brussels that we are serious when we say that our
country should never become a tax province that finances mismanaged countries in a European
federal state. The Sweden Democrats therefore want to give the Swedish people a strong voice.”
(SDM 2024, p.3, Introduction). This last passage also perfectly illustrates the use of another
rhetorical device in the election manifestos of the SD, namely simplification.

Here again, simplification is a rhetorical device used across the political spectrum. For Derville
(53), political discourse, as a ‘constructed, dialectical and detailed exposition’ of the orator of
the Athenian agora, has faded with the development of the mass media. This effect is further
reinforced by the use of social media such as Tiktok, which reduces political discourse to
slogans. The manifestos of the SD are more developed; they represent seventy-eight pages of
organised and structured political discourse. However, the solutions proposed to resolve
complex issues such as the ET or the EU are always simple in the manifestos:

14 Press conference given by President Macron at the end of the extraordinary EU summit in Brussels on 6 March
2025.
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“At the same time, the situation in Sweden has been jeopardised in recent years, as

energy policy has developed in a more ideological than pragmatic direction.”
(SDM 2022, p.24, Energy)

This phrase simplifies the complexity of energy issues by contrasting an ‘ideological” approach
with a ‘pragmatic’ one, suggesting that recent political choices have been guided by abstract
considerations and by biased rather than concrete realities. For the SD, the carbon neutrality of
Sweden's electricity production, ensured by decarbonised, safe and sovereign hydroelectric and
nuclear power, is more likely to ensure that the targets are met than renewable energies.
Particularly, wind power, which is decried, or a green tax system accused of damaging the
purchasing power of households and the competitiveness of Swedish industries.

Creation of a hybrid enemy

The joint appeal for national unity is necessarily constructed in the face of a designated enemy:
an epidemic, an economic crisis, external such as a state (the Russian Federation) or a coalition
(NATO) or internal (visible or invisible minority).

By construction, the process of simplification used leads to amalgams:

“A new brutal gang culture has hit Sweden as a result of the immigration policies
pursued by both centre-right and social democratic governments. The number of
segregated neighbourhoods where gangs and clans have pushed back Swedish has grown
in both number and degree of segregation.”

(SDM 2022, p.6, Gang-related crime)

This quote conflates migration policies, gangs and the rise in violence, constructing a hybrid
enemy that links immigration, organised crime and social decline. Once again, it simplifies the
complex causes of social problems by singling out one group as the main culprit.

The 2024 manifesto shows more clearly the hybrid aspect of this enemy since, in addition to
being guilty of the democratic confiscation of the rights of the Swedish people, the EU is
presented as the main threat, responsible for all the problems presented to the everyday life of
Swedish people:

“At the same time as the EU fails in its basic core tasks, the bureaucrats see their chance
to usurp more power. Through their own interpretations of the treaties, they want to seize
our forests, impose a radical climate agenda, make life difficult for Swedish hunters and

scrap our vintage cars.”
(SDM 2004, p.3, Introduction)

We will now look at the SD’s use of interdiscursive techniques. As mentioned above, paratopia
and interdiscourse are not specific to populist discourse. However, they do play a key role in
reinforcing the discourse because of their ability to manipulate discursive frameworks and
establish strategic connections between different ideological and social registers.

15 Here, more than just collectors of classic cars, the SD are speaking to a growing electorate group, favourable to
the far-right, the raggare. Raggare is a Swedish subculture bringing together young, white ‘red necks’ around old
cars and alcohol. It is inspired by the 1950s-60s American rock n' roll, hot rod, ‘greaser’ concept. Particularly
popular in rural areas, it has become more widespread over the last years, especially among young adults and even
women.
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Paratopia

Paratopia, a concept developed by Maingueneau (12), designates an unstable or marginal
position of enunciation that allows the speaker to present himself/herself as outside the
established structures while at the same time inserting himself/herself into them in order to
criticise them. In the populist discourse of the SD, this allows them to position themselves
outside the political or intellectual elites, reinforcing their image of authenticity and closeness
to the people.

“We do not believe that EU politicians fundamentally have the same interests as Swedes,
quite [the] opposite. Greedy politicians in Brussels seize every opportunity to usurp more
influence for themselves and regard Swedish taxpayers as an ATM that never runs out.”
(SDM 2024, p.4, Stop the transfer of power to Brussels)

This paratopia enables the party to forge a position from which it can claim an alternative
legitimacy, often based on moral or cultural values perceived as authentic that the enunciator
makes his own.

“The Sweden Democrats love our free and democratic Europe. The diversity of nations,
cultures and shared history has laid the foundation for the Western civilisation we enjoy
today.”

(SDM 2024, p.3, Introduction)

Interdiscourse

Interdiscourse refers to the integration and recycling of discursive fragments from other

discourses or contexts. This ideological syncretism, borrowing elements from across the

political spectrum, blurs ideological boundaries to bring together a heterogeneous audience.
“Europe is at war — Islamism, gang crime and insecurity are spreading, while Brussels'

supranationalism has never been as pervasive as it is today.”
(SDM 2024, p.3, Introduction)

This demonstrates ideological syncretism because it combines right-leaning concerns about
immigration and crime with left-leaning critiques of centralized power structures (Brussels'
supranationalism). The SD are appealing to different groups by addressing multiple issues
simultaneously. Combined with the use of memorable and simple segments, slogans, the
emotional and mobilising impact of the speech is even more effective: "Stop the transfer of
power to Brussels" (SDM 2024, p.4, Stop the transfer of power to Brussels).

The simultaneous use of paratopia and interdiscourse creates a binary opposition between
‘them’ (the corrupt elites) and ‘us’ (the people) and polarises the electoral stakes. This
discursive dynamic pave the way for the emergence of political and symbolic logic that can be
found in analyses of fascism. It is therefore relevant to examine the extent to which the SDMs
display some of the characteristics identified by Eco (13) in his typology of fascism.

2.1.3. Fascist characteristics: analysis of the manifestos of the Sweden Democrats

It should be pointed out once again that the fourteen fascist characteristics, if present in a
political discourse, only characterise that discourse and not the party's political action, let alone
the party itself. Let us take the example of the ‘Rassemblement Pour la République’(RPR); a
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French conservative political party that was in power between 1986 and 1988 and between 1993
and 1997. Under the same analysis, the RPR's discourse in the 1980-90s would also show points
of convergence with the characteristics of Ur-fascism defined by Eco: rejection of diversity,
exploitation of frustrations, designation of an emerging enemy with a particularly harsh anti-
immigration rhetoric. The exercise of power by the RPR!® illustrates that a political discourse
using populist resources characterised as fascist by Eco does not necessarily lead to fascism.
Eco nevertheless relies on the ubiquity of the term ‘fascism’ to justify the maximalist use of
this word. In his view, the Italian experience of the twentieth century was only the first of a new
type of despotism that would take on different forms. The fourteen characteristic points, whose
presence was sought in the two manifestos, are, in his view, the fundamental matrix: “Fascism
can be played in a thousand ways, without the name of the game ever changing” (13).

The analysis of the presence of these characteristics in the SDMs, presented in Appendix 3,
enables us to validate the relevance of the political theoretical framework of this study and
ensures that the conceptual matrix derived from the literature review (see chapter 1; Table 1, p.
21.) can indeed be applied to the discourse of the SDs. Apart from two notable absences; the
explicit cult of the charismatic leader and the apology for political violence, the two SDMs
fulfil 11 of the 14 of Eco’s characteristics (see Appendix 3, p.136). Anti-system rhetoric and
exclusive identity-based nationalism are very present and dominant. The migration crisis is used
as a lever to mobilise the electorate. we will see in the next section how the energy crisis is also
used to mobilise voters.

At this stage of the study, it appears that the election manifestos of the SD systematically
mobilise the classic motifs of populist rhetoric. The staging of a radical opposition between a
genuine Swedish ‘people’ and ‘elites’ perceived as disconnected, the dramatisation of the crisis
and the emergency, and the call for the defence of national interests against external
interference, structure the whole of their political discourse. This populist scenography is
reflected in both the iconographic choices and the argumentative construction, permeates both
the general themes and the more specific subjects addressed in the manifestos.

This analysis of the discursive mechanisms of populism among the SD now allows us to look
in more detail at the way in which these processes are applied to energy and climate issues,
used to mobilize public anxieties and to orient the national debate on energy and climate in a
direction that favours national sovereignty and identity.

16 Chirac was cohabitation PM under President Mitterrand from 1986 to 1988, Balladur from 1993 to 1995 and
Chirac was elected President of the French Republic in 1995 and again in 2002 , this time under the name of the
Union pour un Mouvement Populaire (UMP), created in the second round against the far-right candidate Jean-
Marie Le Pen (Front National - FN).

31



2.2.  Sweden Democrats' proposals on energy transition

A careful reading of the 2022 and 2024 manifestos of the SD reveals a particularly marked
discursive oscillation on the climate issue. This oscillation manifests itself in a permanent
tension between, on the one hand, recognition of the need to act on climate change and, on the
other, minimisation of the urgency and potential effectiveness of Swedish, or even European,
action.

The SD adopt a position of ‘soft’ climate scepticism (see section 1.2.3., pp. 20-21 and 2.1.1
p.26). They explicitly state in their 2022 manifesto: “The world is facing a serious situation, as
emphasized by the IPCC's latest ARG report.” (SDM 2022, p.23, Climate). This position allows
them to align themselves with the scientific consensus and avoid being labelled as radical
climate sceptics, which broadens their electoral potential and lends credibility to their message
among an environmentally conscious audience.

However, this acknowledgement is systematically counterbalanced by highlighting Sweden's
low share of global emissions: « Sweden, which [accounts] for one [thousandth] of emissions,
cannot have a direct impact on the climate. » (SDM 2022, p.23, Climate). This rhetorical
strategy serves to justify a form of inaction or, at least, a slowdown in ambitious climate
policies. This argument aims to justify a form of “climate pragmatism” (54). Sweden should
not, in their view, impose constraints on itself that would weigh on its economy and standard
of living when its action would be negligible on a global scale. It is accompanied by a reversal
of the crisis narrative: the primary threat is no longer climate change, but the economic and
social consequences of climate policies deemed too radical, particularly those promoted by the
EU.

The SD thus oscillate between the injunction to ‘act’ (so as not to appear irresponsible or
backward-looking) and the plea for ‘prudence’ which, in practice, leads them to relativise the
urgency and prioritise the defence of the national standard of living. This tension can be seen
in their proposals: they support national energy autonomy, the development of nuclear power
and want to protect Swedish industry, but reject renewable energies and European climate
policies. After examining each of these points, we will see how social justice is used for
electoral purposes in the SD's discourse on energy.

2.2.1. National energy autonomy

The issue of energy autonomy occupies a central place in the election manifestos of the SD,
particularly in the post-2022 context marked by the Ukrainian crisis and soaring energy prices.
Discursive analysis reveals the use of a strongly connoted energy vocabulary, structured around
strategic antonyms and a lexicon borrowed from the sphere of war, which serves to dramatise
the issues and reinforce the party's sovereignist stance.

An energy vocabulary full of connotations

The SD mobilise a lexical field that values energy control, security and resilience. Terms such
as ‘energy independence’, ‘national control of resources’, ‘self-sufficiency’ and ‘security of
supply’, are recurrent. The term ‘security’ is used forty-seven times in the 2022 manifesto,
compared with only twice in 2024. This difference, over and above that due to the length of the
2022 manifesto, can be explained in particular by the international context in 2022 and the
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shock caused by the outbreak of the war of aggression led by the Russian Federation in Ukraine,
a crisis that deeply worried Swedish society. The term ‘security’, or ‘insecurity’, is therefore
used to address issues traditionally dealt with by the far-right, such as crime and immigration,
as well as defence and energy issues: “introducing a security of supply target” (SDM 2022,
p.25, Energy). Conversely, European policies are associated with ‘dependence’, ‘vulnerability’
and ‘loss of control’. This dichotomy is based on strategic antonyms: autonomy/dependence,
security/risk, control/submission. Energy vocabulary thus becomes a tool for distinguishing
between a protective national model and a European model perceived as imposed and
dangerous.

Antonymic strategy and the construction of otherness

The opposition between an autonomous Sweden and a ‘restrictive Europe’, in particular for the
exploitation of national resources, structures the discourse. It is another use of the opposition
between the Swedish ‘people’ and ‘elites’ perceived as corrupt, distant and harmful. The
vocabulary used to describe these elites is particularly revealing: the terms ‘bureaucrats’ or
‘bureaucracy’ are used six times, and the terms ‘political establishment, ‘greedy politicians’
and ‘unelected commissioners’ or ‘centralisation’” and ‘corruption’, are used repeatedly:

“We want to see a more transparent EU, removing power from non-elected European
Commissioners and introducing greater personal accountability for
European decision-makers.”

(SDM 2024, p.4, Stop the transfer of power to Brussels)

These words are associated with the idea of a confiscation of power, a loss of national
sovereignty and the opaque and inefficient management of public affairs. In contrast, the
lexicon that promotes the Swedish people and nation is based on antonyms such as ‘self-
determination’, ‘transparency’, ‘local democracy’, ‘will of the people’, ‘Swedish interests’ and
‘sovereignty’. This semantic opposition aims to present the elites as opponents of national and
popular interests, while the party presents itself as the defender of the voice and rights of the
Swedish people.

In the same vein, the SD systematically contrasted ‘national management’ of resources (forests,
nuclear power, hydroelectricity) with ‘Brussels bureaucracy’ and European ‘diktats’. Energy
becomes a symbolic battlefield where two visions of the world clash: that of a sovereign
Sweden, pragmatic and concerned for its people, against that of a technocratic Europe, far
removed from local realities. This antonymic strategy serves to polarise the debate and present
any concession to the EU as an existential threat to the nation.

War vocabulary to dramatise and mobilise

The bellicose tone of the discourse is particularly marked in the manifestos’ rhetoric. Energy is
presented as a ‘vital issue’ in an ‘economic war’ in which Sweden must ‘defend itself” against
‘attacks’ from Brussels. Expressions such as ‘protecting our resources’, ‘defending our
sovereignty’, ‘resisting external pressure’ and ‘keeping Brussels out of the Swedish forest’
(2024) illustrate this use of martial language. The enemy is no longer just the energy crisis, but
also European policy, personified as a hostile force that is ‘attacking’ the Swedish way of life.
This warlike scenario aims to create a sense of urgency and collective mobilisation,
transforming the energy issue into a matter of national survival.
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The programme emphasises the development of national resources, particularly
hydroelectricity, biomass and sustainable forest management. They advocate local management
tailored to the specific characteristics of each region and denounce the ‘Brussels bureaucracy’
that they claim hinders Sweden's capacity for innovation and adaptation. For the party, the
cornerstone of Swedish energy independence is a massive revival of nuclear power.

2.2.2. Priority to nuclear energy

The promotion of nuclear power is central to the policies of countries that see it as the
cornerstone of their vision for national energy independence and a pragmatic response to the
energy price crisis. This priority is articulated both as a strategic necessity and as a marker of
sovereignty in the face of European injunctions.

A nuclear revival as a response to the crisis

From 2022, against a backdrop of soaring electricity prices, the SD’s manifesto states:

“Our fundamental position is that energy policy should be geared towards ensuring a long-
term competitive and reliable energy supply, for both households and industry. [...] Sweden
has historically had a power system that is exclusively fossil-free with a high level of security
of supply. The background to this is that we invested early on in a large-scale expansion of
nuclear power [...].”

(SDM 2022, p.24, Energy)

Nuclear power is presented as the safest solution for guaranteeing ‘security of supply’ and ‘price
stability’, in contrast to intermittent renewable energies, which are considered responsible for
market volatility. The DS denounces the closure of reactors decided by previous governments,
likening it to ‘political irresponsibility’ that has weakened Sweden in the face of external
shocks:

“[...] the situation in Sweden has been jeopardised in recent years, as energy policy has
developed in a more ideological than pragmatic direction. The power system [...] has pushed
through forced closures of several nuclear power reactors, tax burdens that plague combined

heat and power and slow work to speed up the authorisation processes with expanded
transmission capacity. As a result, people around the country are now forced to live with the
consequences of the energy policy being pursued, with electricity prices over the past year
being the highest ever.”
(SDM 2022, p.24, Energy)

In 2024, this line is maintained and reinforced, with nuclear power being explicitly opposed to
EU policies:

“In recent decades, environmental policy has come to be characterised by virtue-signalling,
emotion and pure alarmism.”
(SDM 2024, p.6, A realistic environment and climate policy)
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The programme not only argues for the preservation of the existing fleet, but also for the
construction of new reactors, the facilitation of authorisation procedures and support for
innovation in the nuclear sector.

A marker of sovereignty and autonomy

The choice of nuclear power is systematically associated with the defence of national
sovereignty. The DS insists that mastery of the nuclear cycle allows Sweden to ‘free itself from
energy dependence’ and ‘resist external pressures’, particularly those from Brussels.

“The EU must stop opposing nuclear power.”
(SDM 2024, p.6, A realistic environment and climate policy)

The rhetoric employed thus contrasts the ‘security’ and ‘control’ offered by nuclear energy with
the ‘vulnerability’ and ‘dependence’ generated by imports or renewable energies imposed by
the EU.

A strategy between determination and uncertainty

While the revival of nuclear power is presented as a common-sense and pragmatic solution, this
strategy raises several structural limitations. International experience shows that political
decisions alone do not guarantee the effective implementation of projects or their profitability.
Of the 800 reactors built worldwide since 1951, at least 92 units in 18 countries have been
abandoned before coming online, representing 11.5% of the total (55). Having a reactor project,
or even an advanced construction site, therefore offers no guarantee that the reactor will be
connected to the grid and actually produce electricity. There are many reasons for these failures;
underestimated construction costs, chronic delays, social opposition, regulatory changes and
technological developments. Even in Sweden, the time and investment required to build new
reactors are considerable, making the promise of a quick and sovereign solution questionable.
In the short and medium term, dependence on imports and price volatility could therefore persist
despite the stated priority given to nuclear power.

2.2.3. Criticism of renewable energy

In contrast to their support for nuclear power, the SD are developing a frontal critique of ET
policies based on the massive development of renewable energies. Their discourse is based on
anti-transition rhetoric that associates renewables with instability and dependence, while
denouncing European policies in this area.

The 2022 manifesto questions the reliability of renewables, particularly wind power, and their
impact on prices and energy security:

“[...] the situation in Sweden has been jeopardised in recent years, as energy policy has
developed in a more ideological than pragmatic direction. The power system has been
transformed exclusively into a weather-dependent system with a major expansion of wind
power.”

(SDM 2022, p.24, Energy)
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They oppose the European ET with a vision they present as pragmatic and realistic. In the 2024
manifesto, criticism intensifies and becomes more international, directly targeting European
policies:

“There is an imminent risk that radical climate policies will lead to high costs for households
while jobs, growth and emissions are shifted to other countries without benefit for global
climate work.”

(SDM 2024, p.6, A realistic environment and climate policy)

The anti-transition rhetoric here is explicit: the ET is presented as a threat to the national
economy and the Swedish way of life, with no real benefit for the global climate. The SD
denounce a European policy ‘characterised by virtue-signalling, emotion and pure alarmism’,
opposing this approach with one based on ‘common sense and local knowledge’. The manifesto
goes so far as to question the very logic of the transition, insisting on the need to preserve
national resource management and rejecting the injunctions of Brussels.

Finally, criticism of renewables is linked to the defence of rural and forest heritage, with SD
opposing the transformation of the Swedish landscape by solar and wind infrastructure, which
is perceived as a threat to the traditional environment:

“Defend Sweden’s autonomy over forests vis-a-vis the EU.”
(SDM 2022, p.32, Agriculture and forestry)

In order to appeal to feelings of nostalgic valorisation, opposing patriotism to globalism, the
SD also refers in various ways to the Swedish heritage: “cultural heritage” (SDM 2022, p.51,
Culture), “a great historical and cultural heritage” (SDM 2022, p.59, Europe) and “Swedish
security policy choices have historically led to a unique period of peace for the country, and
this heritage should continue to be utilised in the future” (SDM 2022, p.62, Defence). With the
same objective, the term ‘tradition’ is used seven times (in the chapters on Hunting, Agriculture
and Forestry, Schools and Education, Culture and Democracy).

This anti-ET rhetoric, which associates renewables with instability and dependence, opposed
to the tradition and an idealised heritage, systematically pits Swedish sovereignty and
pragmatism against the EU-led ET.

2.2.4. Protection of national industry

Protecting the country's industry, particularly in the face of energy challenges, is a key part of
the rhetoric of the SD, which is fully integrated into the nationalist scenario. Their discourse
emphasises the need to guarantee the competitiveness of Swedish companies and preserve
industrial jobs, while denouncing the threats posed by European energy policies and market
volatility.

In the 2022 manifesto, rising energy prices are directly linked to the vulnerability of Swedish
industry:

“Sweden does not contribute to reducing emissions by raising fuel prices, increasing
electricity prices and making it more costly for companies to operate in Sweden.”
(SDM 2022, p.23, Climate)
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They present security of supply as an essential condition for companies to be able to plan their
investments and maintain their competitiveness, insisting that ‘high and unpredictable energy
prices’ threaten industrial production and employment. In 2024, the debate went international,
targeting again European regulations, which were accused of undermining Swedish industry to
the benefit of foreign competitors.

This rhetoric pits national industrial interests against the logic of EU's ET. The SD want to
protect strategic sectors from unfair competition caused by European standards.

2.2.5. Energy transition as electoral tool

The notion of ‘just transition’, which aims to ensure that the transformation of energy systems
takes place without increasing social inequalities (see section 1.2.2., pp. 19-20), is totally absent
from the programmatic discourse of the SD in their 2022 and 2024 manifestos. On the contrary,
the energy crisis — exacerbated by the war in Ukraine and price volatility — is systematically
used to construct an opposition between the interests of the Swedish ‘people’ and the national
or European ‘elites’, who are accused of imposing a socially unjust ET.

The SD use the energy issue to dramatise the economic and social situation, stressing the threat
posed by transition policies to the country's standard of living, industrial employment and
competitiveness. The ET is thus portrayed not as an opportunity for social progress, but as a
source of insecurity and de-industrialisation, imposed by a disconnected elite.

Social justice, in the sense of a fair distribution of the costs and benefits of the transition, is
systematically reinterpreted as the protection of ‘the people’ against the ‘sacrifices’ demanded
by Brussels and previous governments. This stance makes it possible to unite a worried
electorate, particularly in industrial and rural areas, around a discourse of resistance and defence
of the Swedish way of life.

This instrumentalisation of the energy crisis and the transition is part of a highly populist
scenography, in which urgency and the feeling of threat are omnipresent. The SD use a rhetoric
of crisis, opposition between the people and the elite and national sovereignty that resonates
with several of the 14 characteristics of fascism proposed by of Eco: rejection of modernity,
fear of difference, appeal to social frustration, worship of tradition and obsession with
conspiracy (in this case, the Brussels ‘conspiracy’ against national interests).

Expanding the framework

All these discursive indicators, derived from the analysis of the SD discourse, can now be
incorporated into the analysis matrix developed at the end of the first chapter.

Concepts Analytical indicators Discursive indicators
(Chapter 1) (Chapter 2) (SD manifestos)
e National energy independence
e Rejection of European
Energy sovereignty standards

¢ Promotion of nuclear
power/local energy

Validated analytical indicator:
SDMs focus on energy
sovereignty, criticism of
European norms and prioritisation
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of nuclear power and local
resource management.

Just transition

Protection of national industry
e Criticism of the Green Deal
e Little attention to social equity

Validated analytical indicator:
Manifestos defend heavy
industry. criticise subsidies for
households and reduce the ‘just
transition’ to national
competitiveness.

Climate scepticism

e Recognition of the scientific
consensus but minimisation of
the urgency and national
responsibility

Validated analytical indicator:
SD recognise the scientific
consensus but minimise the
urgency and Sweden's
responsibility. justifying a wait-
and-see approach.

e Euroscepticism

Validated analytical indicator:

status quo

Europe e Mistrust of the EGD 1‘\'/Ianifes‘tos d’en-m'mce Bl'.llSSCIS'
; . interference’. reject European
* Emphasis on subsidiarity standards and value subsidiarity.
e Construction of a threatened Validated analytical indicator:
Polarisation ‘peoplg’ _ ‘ _ SD discourse 1}10bi1ises protection
e Mobilisation of local identity, | of the people, industry and the
opposition between elites and | Swedish way of life, and pits
the people elites against ‘real Swedes’.
Validated analytical indicator:
Absence of green innovation in Manifestos offer little on
Innovation populist discourse. promotion of the innovation, prioritising nuclear

power and the industrial status
quo.

Table 2. Analytical & discursive matrix of far-right populist opposition to the energy transition applied to the discourse

of the Sweden Democrats

In conclusion, an analysis of the 2022 and 2024 manifestos shows that the crisis and the ET are
above all electoral levers for the SD, who rely on a rhetoric of threat and victimisation of the
Swedish people. This populist scenario, which mobilises resentment and distrust of the elites,
is part of a wider dynamic that can be observed in populist movements in power in Europe and
elsewhere, which systematically present the ET as a threat to sovereignty and social justice. We
will therefore reuse our framework one last time in the next chapter, now operationalised to
identify the impact of the indicators on the achievement of Sweden's ET objectives and see how
they are received, counteracted or reinforced by local actors and the private sector.
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3. Confrontation on the ground: Sweden's energy transition put to the test by populist
rhetoric

Let us set off once again like Nils' goose (1), now about to land to get even closer to everyday
life in Swedish civil society. The purpose of this chapter is to contrast the discursive dynamics
identified in the previous chapters with the reality on the ground. The aim is to understand how
SD's populist rhetoric — with its focus on sovereignty, protection of the people, ‘soft’ climate
scepticism and defence of a national energy model — is translated, adapted or collides with the
practices and perceptions of local, economic and institutional actors. This approach is based on
the exploitation of a selection of interviews with Swedish economic actors, local political and
non-political decision-makers, whose study enabled the selection of the corpus used here, and
on new studies conducted at Swedish universities. This approach allows us to go beyond the
description presented in the second chapter and investigate the appropriation of or resistance to
populist discourse.

3.1. Sweden Democrats’ energy policy and the realities of Swedish society

The argument of energy sovereignty: from appropriation and selective appropriation to
rejection

Energy sovereignty, a cornerstone of SD’s discourse, notably in relation to their focus on
building out nuclear power, is omnipresent in energy debates. As Schneider recently stated to
Swedish press: “The idea that we could go from zero to 10 reactors in 10 or even 20 years is a
completely distorted idea of the feasibility of nuclear programmes,” '’. For him, “it is well
established that a single nuclear project, from conceptual idea to grid connection, can take up
to 25 years to finalise.” (56). This observation highlights the gap between political rhetoric and
economic and technological constraints, reminding us that professed energy sovereignty can
mask increased dependence on global markets or imported technologies. Academic studies
further emphasize that the revival of nuclear power in Sweden relies on a complex network of
actors, institutional realignment, and substantial financial risks, making total independence a
political fiction (57).

A recent study on the social acceptability of energy in Sweden confirms that preference for
nuclear power goes hand in hand with a strong attachment to national independence, but that
this attachment diminishes when new power plants are built closer to where people live,
particularly among those who hold traditional and nationalist values (58). This phenomenon of
‘motivated reasoning’ partly explains the polarisation of attitudes: energy sovereignty becomes
a lever for political mobilisation, but encounters local resistance as soon as it involves concrete
constraints.

17 The 1980 referendum, mentioned in introduction, following the Three Mile Island disaster (1979) led to a gradual
phase-out of nuclear power, with 12 reactors remaining in operation. Following the Chernobyl disaster (1986), the
number of reactors in operation fell to 10. In 2009, a political agreement allowed existing reactors reaching the
end of their life cycle to be replaced, but without exceeding this ceiling of 10. In autumn 2023, Kristersson's (M)
government passed a law in the Riksdag, with the support of the SD, authorising this threshold to be exceeded.
The Swedish National Energy and Climate Plan submitted to the European Commission in 2024 provides for the
construction of at least two new large-scale reactors by 2035, with up to ten new large-scale reactors by 2045.
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Fahlander emphasises the identity dimension of resource management: “The EU forest strategy
of 2021 has led to increased resistance among Swedish forest owners, who perceive it as a
threat to their autonomy and national identity” (59).

A political member of the County Administrative Board of Dalarna confirms that “Without seed

funding from the Swedish Institute, our EU project never would have happened. National and
EU funding interact effectively, and this synergy is now opening new opportunities for local
development” (60). Energy sovereignty thus becomes a space for negotiation and compromise,
where local, national and European interests intersect, and where populist rhetoric can be used
to legitimise inaction or slow down the transition.

The energy sovereignty mobilised by far-right populism, embodied by the SD in Sweden,
reveals a fundamental tension between the demand for national independence, criticism of
European standards and the promotion of nuclear power — all identified as analytical indicators
in our first two chapters — and the reality of structural, economic and institutional constraints.
An examination of the SDMs confirms that energy sovereignty is being used to legitimise a
discourse of mistrust towards the EU and to promote a national identity based on technological
autonomy and local resource management. However, this rhetoric comes up against the
impossibility of total independence, as academic studies point out; the revival of nuclear power
depends on networks of international actors, external capital and institutional compromises,
while local support for energy sovereignty wanes as projects take shape on the ground,
particularly among traditional and nationalist voters (58). This contradiction highlights the
electoral opportunism and unrealistic nature of the energy policy promoted by the SD. Energy
sovereignty serves as a vehicle for political mobilisation, but it clashes with the requirements
of European cooperation and local socio-economic realities. This transforms sovereignty into a
space for negotiation and compromise, where inaction or slowing down the transition can
paradoxically be justified by the defence of national interests.

This tension between energy sovereignty and European cooperation highlights the need to
continue comparing theory and discourse with reality on the ground, based on a concept rightly
promoted by the EGD: the ‘just transition’.

Effective argument of the ‘just transition’

Firstly, it should be noted that although Sweden committed in its latest NECP to defining the
concept of ‘just transition’, this has so far been addressed through its historic social democratic
model, the ‘welfare state’ presented in the introduction, without any specific legal framework.
A study (61) notes that Swedish political parties avoid explicitly linking climate transition and
social justice, favouring a technocratic approach. However, far-right populist rhetoric exploits
this concept as a tool for electoral mobilisation (see 1.1.2., pp. 19-20), as clearly illustrated by
the SDMs (see 2.2.5., p.37). The SD has nevertheless opposed the extension of public aid for
energy renovation, in the name of reducing public spending and defending industrial interests,
and in November 2022 it participated in the abolition by the Riksdag of state subsidies for the
purchase of electric and rechargeable hybrid cars. The removal of these subsidies mainly
penalises low-income households, which benefited most from this aid to access less-polluting
vehicles or insulation work. The policy of ‘justice’ advocated by far-right populists focuses on
heavy industry and tax cuts, rather than social redistribution or the fight against energy poverty

Q1)
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The logic behind this distortion of the ‘just transition’ by SD is based on a dual dynamic; on
the one hand, a mistrust of redistributive public policies, which are perceived as favouring an
‘urban elite’ (see 1.1.1, p.12. and 2.1.2., p.26); on the other hand, the promotion of a national
and industrial identity. Ultimately, the ‘just transition’, as promoted by far-right populism tends
to marginalise issues of social justice and equity in the transformation of energy systems. This
instrumentalisation of the concept makes it possible to mobilise groups weakened by
globalisation for electoral purposes, while justifying public policies that reinforce inequalities
and slow down the ecological transition. This inertia is entirely consistent with the ‘soft’ climate
scepticism of the SD.

Circumvention of the climate scepticism argument

As noted by a municipal climate officer, “When SD claims that Sweden only accounts for 0.1%
of emissions, it becomes an argument for inaction. In practice, this undermines local energy
renovation and clean transport projects” (62). The study by Lindvall et al. (58) shows that this
form of ‘soft” scepticism (see 1.2.3., pp. 20-21 and 2.1.1, pp. 26-27), often referred to as
‘motivated reasoning’, allows political actors to justify a wait-and-see policy, presented as
pragmatic, but which slows down the transition momentum. A private sector representative
adds, “Businesses respond to SD’s climate scepticism by acting independently: investments in
offshore wind power and smart grids continue because market and international customer
demands transcend political divisions.” (63). This ability to adapt on the part of economic
actors, who pursue strategies of innovation and diversification, is consistent with the logic of
socio-technical systems, where energy choices are shaped as much by values and norms as by
technical and economic constraints (64).

In addition, as a media analyst points out; “Climate scepticism acts as a brake, but it is not an
absolute obstacle: economic actors and committed communities continue to drive progress.”
(65). ‘Soft’ climate scepticism, far from being an absolute obstacle, seems to act as a
differentiated slowing factor; it weighs on public policy and citizen mobilisation, but is partially
circumvented by economic dynamics and the action of the most committed communities.

Ultimately, the ‘soft’ climate scepticism mobilised by far-right populism acts as a differentiated
brake on the ET; it weighs on citizen mobilisation and the formulation of public policies, but
does not completely prevent action, which continues under the impetus of autonomous
economic and social dynamics.

Having analysed how ‘soft’ climate scepticism is shaping the national energy debate, we now
turn our attention to the consequences of this dynamic for Sweden's complex relationship with
the EU, caught between dependence and resistance.

Rejection of the resistance to the EU argument

The relationship with the EU, central to SD’s rhetoric, oscillates between condemnation and
exploitation. As highlighted by recent academic research, “Political polarisation around the
EU and energy results in fragmented preferences and difficulty in building lasting
compromises. Structural dependence on European funding and frameworks puts the scope of
overt sovereignty into perspective, but also fuels mistrust of institutions and the temptation to
retreat into nationalism” (66).
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Swedish businesses and local civil servants confirm this reality. According to the independently
liberal newspaper Dagens Nyheter, “Many climate investments in Swedish municipalities would
come to a halt without EU funding” (67). Local actors, as noted in a study from Lund
University, “face the challenge of meeting citizen expectations for the energy transition while
navigating a complex institutional landscape shaped by European dependencies and political
polarization” (68).

The work of Lindvall ez al. (58) highlights that political polarisation around the EU and energy
is resulting in fragmented preferences and difficulty in building lasting compromises. Structural
dependence on European funding and frameworks puts the scope of overt sovereignty into
perspective but also fuels mistrust of institutions and the temptation to retreat into nationalism.

Despite Eurosceptic rhetoric, the practical reality is that Swedish municipalities and businesses
continue to rely on European funding mechanisms to advance local projects and sustain the
momentum of the ET.

Political polarisation of energy debates

Polarisation, as theorised in chapter 1, is based on the discursive construction of SDMs, which
systematically pit the interests of the Swedish people against those of urban, European or
technocratic elites (see 2.1.1, pp. 27-28). On the ground, polarisation translates into a
fragmentation of energy preferences, strongly correlated with political orientation, traditional
values and level of trust in institutions (58). This 2025 study argues “that low-carbon energy
investments in Sweden are likely to encounter resistance due to a sizable antagonistic minority
who are strongly opposed to either wind or nuclear energy. Interestingly, among those with
traditional, nationalistic, and authoritarian values and right leaning political ideology, the
enthusiasm for nuclear energy seems to reduce the closer a new nuclear power plant would be
to their own residences” (58).

While the very close referendum on nuclear energy in 1980 (see Introduction, p. 9 and 3.1, p.
39) focused on the risks of accidents and environmental considerations (69), in 2021, according
to a survey, right-leaning voters were 58 percentage points more likely to favour nuclear power
than left-leaning voters (58).

We can conclude that, on energy issues, the polarisation between ‘people’ and ‘elites’ observed
in the discourse analysis is also clearly reflected in energy debates.

Innovation areument: from selective appropriation to rejection

SD’s discourse against green technological innovation — particularly wind, solar and smart grids
— is marked by mistrust of renewable energies, which are perceived as unstable, costly and
imposed by ‘Brussels’ or the technocratic elite (see 1.1.2., pp.15-16 and 2.2.3., pp. 35-36).
However, local and economic actors adopt a variety of strategies in response to this discourse,
ranging from appropriation to rejection and circumvention.

Local and economic actors in Sweden have demonstrated an ability to adopt elements of the
SD discourse to defend their autonomy, while adapting their position to socio-economic
realities. This dynamic is particularly visible in conflicts related to wind power, where
sovereigntist and anti-EU rhetoric is used to negotiate local interests. Europe's largest wind
farm, Markbygden, located in Swedish Lapland, has sparked tensions between developers,
Sami communities and residents. Local groups, initially hostile, have adapted the SD's
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discourse on ‘defending traditions’ to demand socio-economic compensation: “For the Sami
people, reindeer herding is much more than an economic activity: it is a pillar of our identity
and traditions. The establishment of wind farms represents a new form of industrial
colonisation, which threatens the transmission of our heritage to future generations” (70). This
strategy has led to agreements to redistribute wind energy revenues to local infrastructure
(schools, roads), illustrating a pragmatic approach despite critical public positions.

The economic sector, meanwhile, often adopts a stance of resistance or rejection towards the
anti-green innovation discourse of SD. Tengblad, head of sustainable development at the
Swedish Wind Energy Association, affirms that “7The transition to renewable resources such
as wind energy is not only an environmental necessity, but also an essential economic strategy
for Swedish companies. This transition is being driven not only by rising fossil fuel costs, but
also by a global movement towards sustainability” (71). This testimony illustrates the ability
of economic actors to break free from the prevailing political discourse by pursuing innovative
strategies guided by market demands and international competitiveness.

Local authorities are also developing strategies to circumvent SD’s discourse. Rather than
outright rejection, they favour cooperation, experimentation and citizen participation to
advance the ET. One municipal official explains: “Swedish municipalities and municipally
owned energy utilities (MEUs) primarily act as representatives of citizen interests, bridging the
gap between technical complexities and community needs. While urban development projects
follow a top-down approach with limited direct citizen input, municipally led energy
communities lower financial and technical barriers but often result in passive citizen
participation. The research highlights the need for a balanced approach that combines
representative governance with direct citizen engagement to strengthen public involvement in
the energy transition” (72).

Ultimately, while some local and economic actors demonstrate a great capacity to adapt,
sometimes appropriating certain arguments to strengthen their autonomy, they most often reject
or circumvent the anti-innovation discourse, and particularly the anti-renewable energy
discourse of the SD. This dynamic shows the resilience of the Swedish model in the face of
political polarisation and the vitality of green innovation on the ground.

3.2. Operationalisation of analytical and discursive indicators

Comparing the results of this study of the Swedish situation with the analysis matrix developed
chapters 1 and 2 allows us to refine our understanding of the mechanisms at work. The
conceptual framework (energy sovereignty, just transition, climate scepticism, rejection of the
EU) and their analytical and discursive indicators are translated into different operational
indicators depending on the context: sometimes they reinforce polarisation and inaction, other
times they are used to justify the defense of particular interests. The framework reveals
discrepancies between the official discourse of SD and the actual practices of local and
economic actors, highlighting the need for a detailed analysis that is attentive to scale and power
dynamics.

Energy sovereignty, central in the SDMs, is however, on the ground, mainly used as a rhetorical
lever, while dependence on European funding and cooperation remains strong. This limits the
effectiveness of this argument to slow down the transition.
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Just transition, framed by the SD as protection of national industry and criticism of the EGD
fails to translate into equitable policies at the local level, where concrete aid and inclusion are
often lacking.

Climate scepticism, as a minimisation of the urgency of the situation and of national
responsibility for CO; emissions despite recognition of the scientific consensus, justifies public
inaction at the national level. However, the private sector and some local actors continue to
invest, demonstrating resilience to this discourse.

SD’s Euroscepticism and mistrust of the EGD make the EU a rhetorical target but, in practice,
local actors and businesses remain dependent on European funds and projects, and
cooperation continues despite Eurosceptic rhetoric.

Polarisation is driven by SD narratives that construct a threatened ‘people’, mobilise local
identity, and oppose elites to ‘real Swedes’. This political polarisation is observed on the
ground, particularly around contested energy projects such as wind power.

Innovation is largely absent from SD discourse, except for criticism of renewable energies. In
contrast, businesses and local authorities are innovating, experimenting, and involving
residents, demonstrating a circumvention and resilience that exceeds what political discourse
suggests.

Concepts Analytical indicators Discursive indicators Operational indicators
(Chapter 1) (Chapter 1) (Chapter 2) (on the ground)
Validated analytical

indicator: research confirms
that sovereignty structures

N Validated analytical dxsc.ourse a.nd mobilisation
¢ National ener S : :
i endencegy indicator: SD against projects or norms
ope manifestos focus on perceived as imposed.
e Rejection of } .
Enel‘gy Eul‘opean ell.e'lg'y sovereignty. Pal'tiall_v validated
sovereignty standards criticism of European discursive indicator: on the

norms and prioritisation

e Promotion of ground, sovereignty is mainly

nuclear of nuclear power and used as a rhetorical lever, but
power/local local resource dependence on European
energy LRI funding and cooperation

remains strong, limiting the
effectiveness of this
sovereignty.
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Validated analytical
indicator: research notes that

Validated analytical the j“Stif:e promoted by the
¢ Diotectionof indicator: Mapifcstos SDs mainly benefits industry.
national i defend heavy industry, not households.
Jusﬁc.e'/Just e Criticism of the criticise subsidies for Unvalidated discursive
transition EGD houtholds and e R e o] mreds
e Little attention to the.‘Just transition” to (concrete aid. inclusion) are
social equity nauona! ; not taken into account, and
competitiveness. the rhetoric of justice is not
translated into equitable
policies on the ground.
Analytical indicator
validated: climate scepticism
Validated analytical in SD 1s perceived and cited
Recognition of the indicator: SD recognise | PY stakeholders.
Climate scientific consensus but the scientific consensus Partially validated
i minimisation of .the but minimise the ' e S et s
urgency and national urgency and Sweden's | (cepticiom justifies public
responsibility rcqunsnblhty, justifying inaction, but the private
a wait-and-see approach. | oo tor and some local actors
continue to innovate and
invest despite this discourse.
Validated analytical
indicator: Criticism of the
. . EU structures discourse and
o Euroscepticism ‘ a:il;datted ;:::;‘;:;al influences local perceptions.
: » indicator: 0s
:i‘;:;’l”/m“lt" e g:::p“:;:érﬂ:m denounce Brussels' Disc!lrsi\'e indicator
Deal ‘interference”, reject partially validated:
governance e Emphasison European standards and dependence on European
beidiari value subsidiarity. f\mdsandthc_momenm of
= ty European projects persist,
even if Eurosceptic rhetoric
may slow down certain
investments or cooperations.
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Analytical indicator
validated: actors observe that

sovereignty and identity are
e Construction ofa | Validated analytical powerful levers. i
threatened indicator: SD discourse mol.nhsmg against unpopular
“people’ mobilises protection of | ProJects.
Polarisation * Mobilisationof | the peopl_e, mdustry and Validated discursive
local identity. the Swedish way of life, | jpdjcator: polarisation is
°pP°51u°‘neli . and pits elites against indeed observed on the
zgwt;?peo:li ‘real Swedes’. ground, particularly around
wind and nuclear energy and
‘imposed’ (by the EU) energy
projects.
Validated analytical
indicator: SD discourse
places little value on green
innovation.
..Absenc? of-gl’een . .V:lliidateq anal:vtical ?allsicd“al;sel(‘l:e;:dt;::;:\::‘lt,
Innovation | Pnovationinpopulist | indicator: Manifestos |y iyecceq and local
discourse, promotion of | OHerittieon authorities are innovating,
the status quo et experimenting and involving
nuclear power and the : :
: : residents, demonstrating a
industrial status quo. g : z
capacity for circumvention
and resilience that i1s greater
than political discourse
suggests.

Table 3. Analytical, discursive & operational matrix of far-right populist opposition to the energy transition applied to
the realities of Swedish society.
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Conclusion

The energy transition put to the test by populism — the Swedish case

This research sought to analyse how the rise of populist and far-right forces, here embodied by
the Sweden Democrats (SD), is shaping energy transition (ET) debates and policies in Sweden.
Using an interdisciplinary approach combining political theory, discourse analysis and
empirical studies, it sought to answer the central question: how does the SD's energy
programme impact Sweden's ability to achieve its climate and energy goals, particularly in the
context of European commitments? More than just a case study, this work is part of a broader
reflection on the resilience of liberal democracies in the face of growing polarisation around
energy and climate issues.

ET and populism: a conceptual, discursive and operational analysis framework applied to the
Swedish case

We have studied the theoretical foundations of populist discourse which, applied to energy,
denounces policies deemed elitist, promotes energy sovereignty and defends living standards
against imposed sacrifices. We have distinguished populism from the far-right, which adds
exclusion, nationalism and rejection of pluralism. The legacy of fascism, analysed through Eco
(13), reveals the glorification of the past, mistrust of innovation and the designation of external
enemies such as the EU. Other important concepts like energy sovereignty becomes a lever of
resistance to supranational governance, while the hijacking of the ‘just transition’ and the use
of climate scepticism serve to mobilise the electorate and slow down climate policies. An
analytical framework thus articulates six key concepts and themes: energy sovereignty, ‘just
transition’, climate scepticism, critique against Europe, polarisation and innovation.

We have applied this conceptual and thematic framework to the SDMs for 2022 and 2024,
revealing a structuring populist narrative. The SD dramatises the crisis, creates an image of a
people threatened by hybrid enemies (elites, Brussels) and mobilises a rhetoric characterised by
urgency and victimhood, in which Sweden is portrayed as a nation under siege from internal
and external threats. On energy issues, they adopt a ‘soft’ climate scepticism and acknowledge
the reality of climate change but downplay its urgency and national responsibility. In their
discourse, they value energy independence, nuclear power and the defence of Swedish industry,
while criticising renewable energy sources and the global ET. The ‘just transition’ is used to
strengthen the competitiveness of Swedish industry at the expense of social justice, and
renewable energy is rejected. As a result of the discourse analysis, a discursive framework
complements the initial analytical indicators.

Finaly, we have contrasted SD’s populist rhetoric with the reality on the ground, drawing on
recent studies and quotes from media. It reveals a disconnect between the promise of total
energy sovereignty, nuclear-focused, and structural, economic and institutional constraints; the
complexity of the projects, long lead time and continued dependence on European funding and
technology limit this ambition. The ‘just transition’, as advocated by the SD, translates in
concrete terms into abandoning the fight against ‘energy poverty’, a concept that is not yet
defined in Sweden. ‘Soft’ climate scepticism and the rejection of green innovation, although
present in political discourse, do not prevent economic actors and certain local authorities from
continuing to innovate and invest in renewable energies. The relationship with Europe remains
ambivalent; while official rhetoric denouncing Brussels' interference may appeal to nationalist
aspirations, businesses and local authorities remain dependent on European funds and projects.
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Political polarisation is leading to fragmentation in energy preferences, but the resilience of the
Swedish model limits the real impact of far-right populist rhetoric on the ET.

The impact of the Sweden Democrats' energy programme on Sweden's ET

Our research question finds its answer in the tension between populist and far-right rhetoric,
which structures public and political debate around sovereignty, identity and resistance to
European injunctions, and the complex reality of Sweden's ET, marked by multiple
interdependencies and the need to cooperate at different levels. By exploiting the energy crisis
and mobilising populist and identity-based arguments, SD contributes to polarising the debate
and slowing down the adoption of ambitious climate and energy policies, even leading to the
government abandoning its national decarbonisation targets. However, their influence remains
limited, as economic, social and institutional dynamics continue to favour innovation and
cooperation, despite the rhetoric of mistrust and withdrawal.

This thesis thus highlights the resilience of the Swedish model, which is managing to maintain
momentum in the ET despite the rise of SD. Following these findings, it also emphasises the
need to strengthen citizen participation in decision-making, social equity and transparency in
energy governance in order to counter the risks of fragmentation and identity polarisation.

European ET in light of the Swedish case

Beyond the Swedish case, this research invites broader reflection on the ability of European
democracies to reconcile climate ambitions, national sovereignty and social cohesion. It calls
for an integrated approach to ET, based on participation, innovation and social justice, and for
increased vigilance against the risks of political exploitation and identity polarisation. These
tensions are echoed at European and international level, as illustrated by the Trump
administration in the USA. The arrival in power of an executive that is resolutely hostile to
international climate policies, favouring the revival of fossil fuels and calling into question
multilateral agreements, increases the pressure on European democracies, including Sweden,
by weakening the legitimacy of transition policies and fuelling a rhetoric rejecting
environmental constraints. Due to their geopolitical and economic weight, the choices made by
the USA risk reinforcing the temptation to retreat into nationalism and climate scepticism, even
in countries historically committed to the fight against climate change. This context also
highlights the importance of language in the construction of political realities, as Eco points out
in his reflections on newspeak and the manipulation of vocabulary (13). This analysis finds
contemporary echoes in the banning of terms related to ET within the US federal administration
(73). By prohibiting the use of words such as ‘energy transition’, ‘carbon neutrality’ and
‘climate justice’, the aim is to reshape public debate, limit the scope of environmental policies
and defuse social protest. Such a process, which is reminiscent of Eco's newspeak, shows how
much the battle of words precedes and shapes the battle of ideas, and calls for vigilance in the
face of the temptation to euphemise or erase climate issues from political discourse.

In conclusion, I would like to warmly thank Martin, Nils Holgersson's domestic gander, whose
initiatory journey over Sweden inspired the structure of this work. We flew over the theoretical
landscape, then descended into the details on the ground to better understand the complexity of
contemporary energy issues. This approach allowed to measure the importance of preserving
the spirit of Folkhemmet — ‘the people’s home’ — in a context of polarisation and increased
mistrust.
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Appendixes

1. Sweden Democrats election manifesto 202218

Sweden Democrats
Election Platform 2022

Policy programme for the Sweden Democrats' influence on Swedish
paofitics during the next parliamentary term

'8 The document was fully translated from Swedish to English using the DeepL online translator.
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Intraduction

Far & long tirme, Swedish politics has been about putting interests other than those of Sweden and itz
cinzens first. As g result, Sweden has become a country in crisls and diasion,

The Sweden Demcorats want to break the trend and move policy in a divection that can heal
Swieden and allow saciety to heal the wounds that both Secial Demacratic and centre-right
governmments have inflicted on Swedich society

The insecurity that has a struetersl social problem is the most serious consequence of the
borderless migration policy pursued by a long series of povernmments. Rebuilding a soclety
basad en the rule of law that can be trusted will be a t"rﬂ'l‘ﬂﬁtil’.ﬂ"'" central task when the
Swaden Dermocrats gain contrgd, But the consaquences of the irmesponsible policies that have
characterised past decades have now had repercussions in all branches of palitics and
thraugheut Sweden.

The anxiety that characterises our timas can ba replaced by optimism about the future.
Swedish society ard cultsre are fundamentally something to be proud of. Pew countries have
histarically bean able 1o match the Swedes’ ability to combine individual freadeemn with great
concem sach other, Previaus generations of Swedes have built a society that was long among
the best in the world, But gradually, progressive progress has been replaced by tolersnce of
the intolerant. Political concern tar the different living conditions of Swedish citizens has been
exchanged for consideration of all Interests other than thoze of Swaden itsalf.

Salving the crisis cawsad to Sweden requires a broad political appreach and a pelicy that
rezches out tothe whale of Sweden. It also requires a completely ditterant perspective from
that which has charactarised previous governments.

Itis high tme for a policy that puts Sweden first.

The Sweden Demccorats will always priontise Swedish interests and pursue policies that afl
citizens. This prlicy pragramme sets out the direction of the policies that the Swaden
Demacrats will formulate for real influence during the nest parlismeantary term.
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Crime and punishment

Sweden's orime palicy needs fo be complietely rearganised ta be based on zere tolerance and
incopacitation. Restoring secarity for citizens must be an overarching thematic mission for the
nExl government.

In recent decades, insecurity has atross Sweden and fundamentaliy changed the social climata,
link 1o rarmful and excessive immigration over a fong period is ebvious. Mo task is more
important than reversing this trend. The whole of Swedan must ba sate tar evaryans who lives
here. The parties that heve governed the development of society bear o great deal of
responsibility, but that does not absolve eriminals of responsibiliog for the crimes that are
carmmetted, Instead of explaining away cnme and focusing on preventive integration messures
that have not proven to wark, itis high time to change the direction of crime policy. Neither
centre-right nor socalist governments have managed to 2o so, despite tough retoric

Az g consequence of the current legal syatem, vietims can also be left almast compietely
without redress when serial criminals have committed offences against many people, due to
thie so-called quarntity discount

The Sweden Democrats want ta change criminal palicy in favour of locking up and departing
criminals whe create insecurity and commil crirnes. Punishment should not only be seen as a
rehabilitative measura, but by proportionate to the offence, it should provide redress for
victirme and, through incapacitation, prevent dangerous criminals from cornmitting new erimas,
The starting point should be that all crimes, even those that do ot make headlines, should be
investigated and that the police should be close at hand throughout Swaden.

The Sweden Democrats want to signil:in:anl:l'.I increase santences and invest hnaa.'-'ill,' in pelice;
prasecutors and prisons. Discounts for those who have comimitted multiple effences or
carmmitted & seriaus crime as a young person will be-abaolshed and the entire sentence will be
served bafora conditions can be impoced on the ralaase of those sentenced to prisan, The
Judigial system’s cooperation betweean authorities and toals for detecting and prosecuting
criminals wifl be improved. Sweden must be a place tor law-abiding, hard-warking and gond
citizens, nol a paradise for criminals.

The Sweden Democrats want to:

#  Substantially increase penalties ard abolish quantity discounts for serious offences against the

person

= Entroduce zerc tederance for crime so that even less serious offences are invastigated and
prosccuted

®  Fundarnentally changing crime policy fo protect good citizons

- Expnl torpign criminals and reveke rasidence permits and, where ci‘tizanship ot
rigrants who comrmit sereus offences

= Enswre investrnents for a significantly upgraded judiciary

*  Increase securty throughout Sweden and in all neighbourhoods

*  [Increasing the availability of places in prisons in Sweden and abroad

62



Gang-related crime

Sweden should mot be @ place for organised gangs, shootings and explosions. Swedish sociefy
must be sncompramising in reclaiming the space conguered by gangs in recent decodes,

A new brutal gang cufture has hit Sweden as a result of the immigration policies purseed by
bath centre-right and social democratic gevernments. The number of segragated
neightourhocds where gangs and clans have pushed back Swedish has grown in Beth number
and degree of sogregation. Shootings, bombings and robberics have become commanpiace
frarm narth te sauth and inereasingly the lves of innocent and ardinary people. Gang Wolence
takes up large social resources and is fuelled by a cufture of sitence, widespread disdain for
Swodish society and 2 parallel culture that has been allowed to take hold thraugh an averdy
tolerant integration pelicy. Despite the fact that the cost ef integration paficy measures and
inwastrrients in schools, welfare and housing in segregated areas has been considarable, the
policy has failed to such an extent that second-generation immigrants are mose likely commit
crimes than their parents and constitute the recruitment bage for gangs.

The Sweden Demeocrats beliewve that few pelitical measures are too far-reaching when it comes
pushing back bath the criminal gangs and the culwure that allows them be take hold. A first and
important measure is bo slop the immigration of groups that have difficulty integrating into
Swedish seclety end culture. Significantly higher expectations must also be placed on parents
and the public to beceme part of society and stop the growth of gangs. This can only be done
with simultaneous police and intervention efforts agninst those individwals who are carrenthy in
criminal snvireaments, and with early markings ageinst those an the fringes of gangs and clans.

Asyone wha isin & gang eswvirenment and commits affences should be sentenced to
particularly long prison sentences or getention. Mamy measures that have been trialled in
Diermmark will be irmplemented to combat gangs. The police, social services and baitiffs will be
given the toals ta set an example end make the edminal lifestyle unatractive, e.g. chrough Far-
reaching poscibilities to seize assets in the circle of criminals, to restrict the freedom of
movement of gang members and to take care of children and young people who grow ugin a
negative eavironment. Schools should be made s sancteary through special placement af
delinquent students and zero tolerance of pang-associated attributes. Where possible,
residence perrmits should be reveked and citzenshig cancelled for immigrants with links to
gangs. Above all, the judiciary peads more effective tools to combat gang-related crima,
Measures showld be taken 1o better identify gang members through, for example, intelligence
waork and information gathering, surveilfance, camera surveillance and wiretapping. Frocedural
obstacles to enable increased presacution must also be removed,

The Sweden Democrats wanl to:
*  Slop asylum immigration sod pause quota refuges reception and focus on retum
®  Breaking the amractivenass of a ciminal lifesnyle
®  Giwe law enforcement the resources and tools ight gangs
®  Sharply increase penalties for gang criminals
*  Entraducing a requirerments-hased integration palicy
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Erpower soclal senaices, schools and the judiclary te intervens with tougher
measuras at an early stage

Lowering the age of criminal responsibilivg
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Victims of crime

Poligies must be designed in the test interests of the wictim, not the offender. Victims af crime
must reepive redress ond the full support of socicty b2 regain safety in socishy

One graug that is rarely seen behind reports of increased and increasingly serious crime i the
vietirns af erime. In practice, few of these crirmes make the headlines or result in, but for every
rabbary, assault or rape, someone’s freedom and security are destroyed with consequences
thist can last @ lifatime. Victims of crime rarely receive the support from society necded to
restore their sense of trust, Instead, vietirms are often foread 1a live in feer mesting the
offender, and on those occasions when sormeane is corvicted, an excessively lenient sentence
further victimises them.

The Sweden Democrats want to shape policy on the terms of victims of crime. The right ta
furlewgh shauld be changed 3o that victims of erime de nat have we werry abaut suddenly
encountenng the offender an the street shorthy after sentencing. Victires should always be
informed about furlaughs ard in some cases have @ say in the decision. Offenders who hawe
cormmitted serhous erimes should be monitered mare closely after serdng thelr sentence and
banned from retutning te the place where the crime was commitbed o in the vicinity of the
wictim

The right to compensatien, suppart 2nd assistance after the crime has ocourred must alse be
strangthened, Compensation can never fully heal the damage caused by a crimme, but it can
hielp to alleviate the effects and to re-sstablish a normal life. The right to compensation must
be guarantzed, and the fear of having to pay it back years later, if the victim has even received
it im the first place, cannot be acespted.

Tha Sweden Democrats want to;
»  Empovering and supporting vietims of crime
= [Intreduce penalties that are proportionate
*  incregsing darmages
*=  Hastricting the right to leave for convicts
*»  Emproving the possblities fer restiaining orders
*  Enakling restrictions on frerdom of movemant atter sapving a sentence
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The police

The pofice must visible ond eurailable throughout the country ond ot all times af the day, To be
ohbie to prowide the thin fine against on ewer growing ond more brutal crime, the palice must be
stgrificandly (neréased in number end giver better toold o ool

Although crime has becorme a sacial risis, the number of pelice officers relative o the
populatien has not increased. Despite many qualitied applicants, places in police training
programmis are raraly filled, while many csssting polios officers hawve left the profession
prematurely. The everyday life of the palice = all too often characterised by frustration at
working against the tide. Despite a pood knowledge criminals, itis common for arrested for an
offnce to ba released by the prosecutor before the police completed their administragiee
follew-ug the errest, anly 1o be subject to eriminality and police intervention again soan
atterwards. This creates resignation. Moreover, serious crime has created such a workinad that
the types of crime that affect most peaple - theft, robbery, assault and vandalism - or that take
place outside criminal hotspets are rasely followed up sven with & good evidence base.

The number of palice officers must be greatly increased in order to have both the strength to
crack down on sericus and erganised crime and to be able to create security with visibility and
intervention in all parts of socicty. The aim should be to that aryone in need of police can grt
it guiekly. Ta achieve this, major investments must be made in the entiee justice chaln, but
esgecially i the police. The nurmber of training places must be increasad, but the criteria for
admission to training also need 1o be reviewed according to the peed to mobilise against
criminals, More routes inte the police profession alse need 1o be saplored, as doas the
possibility supplermenting the axsting police erganisation by employing secunty guards with
extended powers and appropriste equipment. More trained police officers who have left the
prafassion should akse be incentivised to return to policing,

The Sweden Dermocrats also want 1o make the police profession mare atractive. Salaries and
waorking conditions must be improved, and itis pessible to delagate administrative fasks to
civilian staff, this should be done to 2 greater extent, while the palice authority should be
reorganised Lo fight crirme and be close to the citizens, The amengency police should be
reinstated in order to be able to relieve and assist the regular pelice organisation when
needed.

The safety of police afficers must ako be improved by strengthening protection against
threats, harassment and vislence . Anyone who commits Blue light sebotege or behaves with
particular disraéspect towands police officars showld be considered for special measures, such as
detention and deportation if the person is not a Swedish citizen.

The Sweden Diemocrats want bo:
*»  [Increasing palice pay
»  Intreduce paid police training
*  [mproving working conditions snd the working environment
*»  Aglieve police officers with cwilian employees
= Give the police the means faht crime
»  Ensuring safery and security for police officers and their families
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Terrorism

Terronsm and extremism are the wliimate expression of the failed multicuitura) project that
hos been pursued in Sweden. Terrarists and extremists must not be aflowed o exist or be
nuitared in our country. The secanity and cofesion of society mast be sofeguarded.

Terrorism 35 a phenomenon has recently grown stronger in Sweden and Europe, several
terrorist attacks have taken place and everyone remembers the attack on Drottninggatan in
Stockhalm, where seweral pqmph including a young girl tragicalty lost thair lives. At the same
Lirme, we know that Islamist extremism = financed both by state funds and foreign donations.
Hundreds of peeple have travelied frem Sweden to fight for 1505, and many hawve returned,
Security threats in the Farm of terrarist mummies are allewad to remain in Sweden even
without citizenshig, becawse they risk being exposed in their hame countries.

The Sweaden Democrats will ensure that strong and effective measures are put in . It cannot be
permitted to participate in, or support, terrorist organisations. It must be forbidden to spread
their propaganda. Extremists and terrarists have, by their actions, denied themsalves the right
to ke in our country. By using reduced aid, sanctions or other pressures, security threats should
leave the eountny.

Extremnist breeding grounds must also be fought. Mosgques and ather religious communities or
organisations that promote cxtremism should not receive subsidies from the public sector or
forsign regimes, The securty threats operating in these environments must be contrelled and
expelind.

Tha Swesdder Diernocrats ward 1o
*  pronibdt participation in, and association with, terrorist onganisations
®  Expel terror convicks and revole citizenship where
o Pravent foreign funding of extremist faiths and arganisations

®  [mpose harsh restrictions and detention Tor security threats present in Sweden.
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Integration

Integration policy sheuld encourage new arrivals to et ivto education and wark quickly,
counteroct gossivisation ord reduse dependence an benefits. Thase wha come bo Swedea
wont ta becorme part of sociery should be mer with apenness and eleor and falr rales, Seli-
stifficiency eng cultueal integration are the basis of our demand-based integration policy. The
right to welfore ond sociol berefits i= inked te the individual's wilingness ond effart ta do the
right thing. Infegration policy should be based on essimilation and pramote cobesien in the
COURETY.

Sweeden is ona of the countries that has historically spent the maest maney on integration palicy
among the member states. At the same time, we are the EU country with the highest
difference in unemplayment srd school results between those born in Sweden and those bomn
abroad, Sweden has the highest number of shootings and is breaking record after record when
it comes to marginalised areas, corruption and criminal dans. The problemns are due toa
cormbination of many Tactars: paivety in the fzee of differances in norme and values; lagity in
the face of crime and anti-sacial behaviour; 3 misguided benavolence that enables permanent
public provision; and above all an anxious pobitical cormectmess that prevents us from talking
atout the obvious problems and their causes,

Tha failure of intearation palicy affects us all. i is getting veorsa all the tirme.

The Sweden Demoorats want to establish a requirements-based integration poficy based on
the two principles af going where you come from and freedom with responsibility. Aryone now
o Sweden showld be met with clear, normatwe social infermaton explaining what i3 reguired
to fit in and succead in Sweden. Te counteract passivisation, benetit dependency and reduce
our attriactivenaess to eoonomic migrants, new arrivals showld receive welfare benefits as they
learn the language, wark and finally become ditizens. The Sweden Demoerats are alse striving Tor
an integration pelicy "borderling”, which means that people whe do not learn Swedish, do not
want ta work and do not want to ad:pt ta our norms and values should be holped to netern
horre.

The Sweaden Democrats wanl 1o

*  Develop d demand-based integration policy that provides rights to welfare in line
with language learsing, work and finally citizenship

»  Infarm newcorsers abeut what it tekes to fit inand suceeed in Sweden

*  Stop state suppart far axtremist arganisatians and ather groups that act as
segregationists

= Introduce compulsory greschool for children excluded from society

®  Create an acthe re-immigration policy for people wha do not succeed In settling in Sweden
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Migration

Sweden needs to reverse decades of irresporsitile mgss immigrotion ang focus onwalhary
return gragrammes. Asplum immigration from countries outside our prighbowrbond must stog,
wnd more people who are in Sweden witheat rights o whe heve no conpection to Swedish
soclefy showld feove than immigrate fo Sweden.

Thrroughout the 2000s, Sweden has had an ungrecegentedly generous regulatory framewark
that has attracted almost Swe million fﬁd’kip_,ﬂer: to chonse Swadan as their final destination, of
whom almast one million have come as asylum seekers or family members. Those swho have
sought corme to Swaden in the 2000z have mainly come frem cowntries that are not in our
neighbourhocd. Many have alse had their asylum applicatons rejected but have nevartheless
choser to stay, heve been able to benafit from welfare and have contributed to the errergence
of the sa-called shadow: sociaty. The consequences for Seeden - inareas ranging from the:
labour market and schools, to erime trends, cohesion and pub|i|: {inances - are dilficulk 1o
EXAIEErale.

Werd of Sweden's generosity spreads through diasporas, social media and attracts even mere
people te come here. Swadish legislation must therefore be kept more restrictive than
comparable

countries. Despite broad public suggort for a striet migration pabey, Sweden's ragulatory
framework remains very generous,

Maoregver, labour imrnigration rules have effectively stopped working. Cerruption, cheating
and trafficking in both residence permits and people comman. The bills submitted and

announced by the governmment zre far from sufficient.

The furdamental pasition of the Sweden Demaocrats is that asylum should be sought in the first
safie country. Refugee aid and rellef for crisls-affected countries sheuld primarily be handled in
the neighbourhood, i further resettlament is neaaded, it should be voluntarily throwgh UNMHCR's

resettlement programme, bised an the receiving countries’ own capacity 1o receive reflugees,

Bazed on these principles, the Sweden Democrats want to formulate the strictest possitle
immigration ||3[|;i=|afinn that possible within the framewark of European asylum rules. The
direct receplion of asylum seekers from countries that are net ingur neighbourhood should be
reducad 1o aimast zera. Reception from neighbeuring countries should be temporary
assistance until the crisis ovar, I addtion, family immigration, which for bulk of asylum-
related immigration, muest be limited as far as possible and sebject to strict requiremenis.
Secial pull factess, such as benefit systerms, need to be reviewed restriet non-citizens’ aceess to
welfare.

Tie thrashalds for detaining and deporting people and enforcing deportations alse need to
b lowered. Fer work premits, Sweden needs to introduce & proper labour market test
prevent employers frem imparting cheasp labour from poor countries 1o do jobs that require
little or po training. Mary such jobs could be done by the hundreds of thousands of
unemgloyed peaple already living in Swadean.

The benchmark for the foresesable future should ke that more of thosa who are in Swadan
illegadly or have no connection to Swedish socety return each year than those granted asylum
fram autsids our neighbourhood, The requirements for immigrants to integrate into Swedish
culture and society should be tghtened and citicenship should be finked o strict conditions.

The Sweden Democrats want to:
= Stop asylum immigration from countries outside our neighbourhood
#  Prioritising guota refugees from the neighbowrhood

*  Tighten the rules in the Aliers Act to the strictest possible fevel under EU o
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Fighting the shadow soclety and illegal miaraten with mare controls and
mare daportations

Tightening requirernents for family immigration

Tightaning tha conditions for citirenship and raising the threshald for
tax funded welfare

Encouraging voluntary retirn migration for marginalised migrants
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The problem of honour

Honowr coftire is incompaiible with Swedish values and must be fowght with society’s collective
ressurces. Clans, networks end femilies that provent yaung peaple from (ving with gl chaices
thot should be ovaileble to everyane in Sweden must be deprived of their opporfunities (o
renqain in Sweden,

The cultures of honour that have sccompanied migration Lo Sweden Lake different forms. it
ranges from imgplicit expectations from family and relatives for gicls to veil themsehes, 1o limic
socialising, activities and interests - to forced marriage, freedom of mevement and outright
viglence. I is increasingly common for young girls to be monitored by relatives and
compatriots at school and in their daily lives to ensure that they follow the ruies of the clan or
country. Many graw ug without the opportunity for a free sexuality. Female genital mutiiation
and virginity checks are very commen in segregated areas and among large migrant groups.
Boys and adults alsa suffer from honour based oppression. LGET peogle in Muslm or
reactiornary ervironments are g particularly vainerable group. Thase wha grow up in a euflure
of honcur lack almost all the rights that everyone should be able to in Swaden. Anyone who
challenges the clan or family risks paying the ltimate price. Around one in theee femicides
carmmitted in Sweden is rmotivated by honowr,

The Sweden Demacrats want Lo increase soclety’s knowledge and efferts to combat honour
cultiere and oppression. Schaols, social services and the judicial system must be given a clearer
mandate o identify children and young people whae are suspected of living in an honour
cultwre, and the o pportunity to take strong action against adults whe practics such oppression.
Veiling should be banned in schools and children from cultures where honour issues ara
commen should receive regulas follow ue by schea! health services and counsellors, as well as
ipecial training an the rights that belong ta everyone in Sweden.

Social services and police should make regulsr home visits to households where honour norms
are suspected. Cousin marrlages are commeon in cultures basad on honour and where the
marriage is arranged by the famity, Therefore, Swedan should investigate how these marriages
can be prevented within the country and how they can be prevented from cantinuing in
Sweden i they accur abroad. Appropriate assistance should be offered te those who wish o
brazk with a culture or religion undar which thay are subjected to honour-sased oppression by
family or wider communities.

Feryone who cammits an offence with an honour-based mative should be sentencedtoa
significantly harsher penafty and expolsion under a special criminal code. It should also be
possible to expel persons the grownds of anti-social behaviour For practising honour-based
oppression even without a specific crime having been committed. When it comes to such
expllsions, ro account sheuld be taken of the person's connection in Sweden.

Civil soclety has a major responsibility te help those who have broken free from honour-based
oppression ar are trying to #o so. Wamen's shetters toousing on honour issues must be
supporied and given betler conditions.
The Sweden Democrats want to:

®  Introduce a specific hornour crime

#  Banning full face veils in public places

*  Coordinate etorts against honour-hased oppression

®  Tightening rules on forced marriage, polygamy and child marrisge

*  Banning cousin marrigges

= Supporting those whao want te break free from honour-rased oppression
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Gender equality

Men and worten showla have the sarme rights, e equal before the low and feel safe and
respected. Each individual shauld be free ta maoke thaie own choices and shope their awn lives,
without pulilic outhorives controlling these choioes.

In recent years, womean's insscurity has increased sharply and the number of reported sexual
offences is amang the highest in the world. At the same time, hanour-related violence and
cultura! oppression fimit the fives of hundreds of thausands of people in Sweden. Many young
girls are resteieted an 8 daily basis in terms of soealsng, elothing choless and aetivitien.
Cultural and religious pressures fimit thair freedom to participate in seciety, choose & partner
and enjoy the individual frecdom associated with the Western sacial order. Sweden is one of
the cauntrias in the world where pender squality has progressed furthest and where the
perception of gender as a decisive factor in someone's e is low, But developmeants in Sweden
have rapidly gane in the other direction, mainhy as 2 result of politizal pricrities i migration

palicy,

Wamen are particularly vulresaile ta the growing insecurity in the public environment, ta
dornestic violence and to sexuzl offences, Action needs to be taken both in terms of prevention
and by the judicial system. Among other things, the Sweden Demacrats want to see a chear
action plan Tor wictims of violence. Society's efforts free [ving In an enviranment of bonour
must be strengthened, The Sweden Damocrats want bo safeguard children’s aqual
opportunities im school and therefore believe that the veil should be banned in schools, Full
facd veils are an expression of the oppression of women and should therefore not be allowesd
in public spaces.

The Sweden Demecrats the equality of all prople in Swedish cutture and law, Every parson
shold have the same opportunity to shape their life based on indwidual circumistances,
choices and endegvours. Bur just s it i3 wrong to limit someone's eppartunities based an
gander, it is dleo wrong to ferce men and woman to make the same choices. Tree gender
rguality is not achiewed by taking political action to create the same outcames for men and at
group level, but by taking action against sacial phenamena that lmit the indivdual. The
Sweden Democrats want to work against discrimination and sgecial treatrent, safeguard
treedom of choice, ensure equality before the law and formulate policies that make life easier

tar Beth men wormen in the fite stuations of their choice,

In fermzle-dominated occupations, wages in general and the public seetar in particular are
relatively low. Cornbinad with poor working conditions, this has effects, both health-related
and poonomic. The Sweden Democrats want o see increased cccupational health care in
female-dominated occupations. Shared shifis should be abolished and shift work, especially in
health and social care, needs to reviewed. Furtherrnore, the status of these occupational
groups needs to be strengthened, for cuample through career paths and improved salary
develaprent. Both cultural norms and subeidy systemns that tand to lock women inta the hame
must be counteracted.

The Sweden Democrats want te work for egual healthcare where men and women are
treated equally. For example, childbirth injuries should be taken as seriowsly as other
Injuries. Aeeess to abartion and Swedish abartion legislation must be safeguarded.

The Sweden Democrats want 1o
*=  Girls and boys should have the same life chances, regardless of their background

»  Oppose oppressive cothing for wornen and ban fult-face vells in public spaces
= Strengthening the fight apainst violence and assault
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Estabilish an action plan for the wetim domestic violence
Severaly increase penalties for sexual offences and deport foreign repists for life
Cambating discrimination and unaqual treatment based on gender

Improve status, working conditions and increase cccupational health care in
female dominated oocupations
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Economy

focusing policy to o much greoter extent on the interasts of Sweden ond its citizens, both better
welfore and greater prosperity cor reoch the whaole f Sweden, Ecanomic palicy should
comcentrate or restoning the welfore of Swedes, stimulating growth and jobis in saciety end
restoning the rule of low,

Sweden has close Lo the highest tax burden in the world, bt far frem the best weilare in the
world. Far a long time, both contre-right and socialist gowvernments have had different
priarities fram the Swedes. This has led ve crime and segregetion becaming a struetural
prafdem, rising unernployment, increasinghy poor results in schoals and healthcare, and a focal
gevernment sector that is nat considered te have the resources o Fulfil its welfare mission in
the leng verm. The Sweden Demacriats instead want Swedish justice, welfare and Industry to be
put first,

The Seeden Democrats recognise that a market economy, freedom of cheice in welfare and
international trade benefit society and are imporant to defend, bat can also soo that the great
wealth ereated must benefit more people. Large groups of striving and good eluzens and many
parts of the country do not recognise themsebves in the description everything has improwved,
Instead, there are many stories of neighbourhoods that are rapidly being transformed beyond
recognition, of hew revenues from raw maeterial exraction and industry rarely benefit local
cammanitias, and of how those who find it difficult to make ends meet are always the ones
who hive te take the greatest responsibility for giobal preslems. Sweden’s taxpayers have the
rght 1o expect & greater return on the large propoction of incorme paid ta the public ssetor.
Tao much of it is currently spent on various types of benefits and sxpensas for people who
have contributed fitthe to the bullding of Swedish soclety,

The Sweden Democrats are neither a right-wing nor a left-wing party. On the contrary, we are
unized in the realisation thet streng growth, canditions for business and entrepreneurshig, ard
a policy that encourages peaple to work and strive are 2 prareguisite rebuilding a welfars
system that can provide security for all citizens.

The foundation for prosperity is created in companies. Businesses need favourable conditions
and lang-term conditions that are glabally cormpetitive. it must pay better te contribute ta
society by working and otherwise beimg a goad citizen. Public funding should prirmarily be
focused on strengthening the heart of welfare through increased pensions and funds that
ensire that police, healtheare, sehools and care are available regardless of where in the
country pou live,

Tha Swaden Democrats want to:
= Prigritising the imterests of Swedish citzens in ecoromic policy
®  Creating the conditions for a viable industry
#*  Raview public spending and redirect funds to welfare and justice
= Pdaking it worthwhile to work and contnbute to socety
*  Making it harder to exploit Swedish welfare

*  Reducing the costs of migration policies, aid, EU contributiors and climate action that
can be made more effective

= Sharing prosperity across the country
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Swedish jobs

Everyone who is able showld work in real jobs, eam o ving ond condribute to duilding o better
Sweden. For mast peaple, wark (s the key to an independent life, freedam ang parbicipation in
snciety.

Swaden has the fourth highest unemployment rate in the EU and long-term uremployment is
higher than ever - higher than during the major economic crises that bit Sweden in the 20D0s.
Long-term unemgloyment |5 particularly a proidem among groups with an immigrant
hackp;.rnund But aven among those who are not part of open unemployment, many are
dependent on tanpayers for their livelihood through various pypes of labouwr market megsures
ang subsidies. tn 2016, more than 600 004 forelgn-born people of working sae were already
not self-sufficiant, i.e, with a personal income belaw half the median incoma,

The cost Lo socety of those who do not work is eroding welfiere and is @ strong factor behind
the deteriorating finances of municipalities and tax increases

Sweden needs a policy that enzbles more people to get real jobs, suppart themsehes and
contribute to the comman gond, Instead ot ineffective labowr market policias siach as newe
starl jobs, start-up jobs and introductory jobs, pelicies should wock w ereste greater demand
for real jabs. This must start with an industrial pelicy that safeguards the ability of companies
to invest and grow and stimulate growth

The aducation systermn and integration programmes must alse be better adapted to the needs
of the labour market. The Sweden Democrats want to ineest in high-guality; business oriented
edication, provide good infrastructure and combar unemployment and leag-term exchsion

It must alsa become miore grofitable o hire and 1o work. The inesntives for eantributing te the
common gecd must be clearer for those who have leng relied on taxgayers. Integration policy
must bechanged to be based on much higher demands on those who are to be integrated into
Swedish seeciety. Access 1o the secal insurance systern and Swedish welfare rust be nked
maore clasaly to citizenship and work, The obligation to work rust also becorne a condition for
people whao are currently supported by municipal income suppart.

The Sweden Democrate want 1o

®  Making it easier ta hire and creating tha best conditions for Swedish industry

*  Aholish ineffective labour market and integration programmaes designad to hide
unemplayment

= Tralning 1 meet the needs of the labour market

= Introducing a requirersents-based integration palicy
= Baking it more protitable te work

= Introdiuce work requirement ter benefits
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Small businesses

Smaoll businesses for o significent pragartion af the taox revenee that beilds wellore, and mose
Johs in the labewr market are created in small businesses. Creating o good breeding ground for
entrepremeurship 5 crvcial for Sweden's econony ond labour market

A favourable climale for creating and running businesses is impoartant both for the cauntry and
for the local community. Businesses create jobs, growth and a vibrant local community.
However, running a business is often associated with high levels of effort and sk, and often
inhuma ne workioads and stress. Bureaucracy, regulatory burdans, tases and administrative
cosils risk Laking the focus awy from the core business and eroding an entreprencor's drive.
Despite lang-standing ambitions to reduce regulatory burdens, studies show that these
burdans have remained at high levels or increasad over time, Unnecessanly strict conditions in
industry standards end tenders often make it difficult for smaller players to enter the market.

Risk-taking is & natural part of entreprensurship, but business risk need not necessanty be so
pxtensiva. Long-term liability for sick leave can ba crucial to the survival of a small business.
Anather major concern is mary businesses, nat least inthe retad sector, repart an increase in
crime in the form of theft, threats, violence and Fraod. B0t organised ciime i also affecting
many business oweners, There are many examples of entire neighbourhoods abandened by
business owners because of erime. I is a structural problem that is devastating for both
Sweden and the loc:l community.

Te encourage more and growing businesses, it is important to remave unnecessary regulations
where the costs for businesses do not correspond 6o the benefits for society. New rulas should
be cost-effective and existing rules need to be reviewed. [t must pay Lo take risks in order o
graw. Furthermarn, the costs of employer contributions and sick pay need ta be reduced.

Maore needs Lo be done o stimulate new entregreneurship. Inoa step to lower the thresholds
and far more people te take the step and realise thelr drive, the Sweden Democrats want to
develop a start-up grant for professionals.

Tha Sweden Democrats want to:

*  Promote regulatory simplification and reduce the sdministrative burden on small businesses

= Aeducing sacial security contributions and sick pay costs for small businesses
= Fighting crime affecting entrepreneurs
*  Creating the conditions far new businesses and entreprenaurship

=  BModemnising the 3:12 framewerk stimulate entreprenaurship
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Business and industry

The prosgerity and welfore of the future will be built through good, damg-term rles for the entire
business community. Society must affer o relishle infrastructure for industry and businesses and long
tevnt rules for investrment that are not disrupred by poiitioal abstocles and red tage.

Swieden's econormy and labeus market are entirely dependent an the viability of industry and
business. There are many signs that Swedish competitiveness is weakening relative o other
countrics and ina global market that is increasingly exposed to competition fram rapidly
growing economies araund the weeld. As & result of policies pursued, barriers to raw material
extraction and reliable supply chains hawve increased, access to relisble and cost-effective
electricity supphy has deteriorated, and transpart and traved infrastructurs between different
parts af the country is under threat. Permit processes are often leng and ungredictable, and
Swieden's attractiveness for investment and employment is declining bacause the labour
supply created by policy is to business needs.

The Sweden Democrats want to pursue a determined policy make Sweden a Ieading
industrialised countey by taking greater account of Swedish growth and Swedish industry in
palitical decisions. Symbolfic polcy measures risk hampering the conditions for indwstry will be
JInstead, palicies should be pursued to ensure that the business community is better provided
with the infrastructure that i often eruciel to choesing 1o estaklish or expand operations in
Swiaden. According to a forecast by the Cantederation of Swadish Enterprise, alectricity
consumption in Sweden is expected to increase by as much as 60 per cent by 2045, The
electricity system & central to the competitheness of basic industries. Electricity is neaded ali
year round st reasonable prices. The Sweden Democrats weant to make 3 long-term invastment
In new generation nuclear power,

Authorisation processes for mining, dlectricity grid expansian and industry need to be
strearnlined and mede faster. A prerequigite for grofitable investments to be made i3 a lang-
term policy that takes into account the industry's nead for & predictabla process. Stricter
erwiranmental and emission reguirements in Sweden compared with others countries often
risk perabising Swedish industries and having globally counterproductive results when it comes
to the geals the requirernents aim to achieve. Evidence, results and Swedish competitiveness
should govern the implementation of climate goals to a greater extent than politicians' desire

1a e the first and the furthest,

In-a wiarld of global value chains and intermatienal competition, tax levels affect the
cornpetitiveness of businesses. Reducad or better decigned taxes in many cases increase tax
revenues in the long run as such policies lead ta higher growth, Tar policy must therefore aim
for cempetitive taxes that do not deviate too much from the rest of the world, especially
thase imposed on businesses.

The smocth functioning of the economy also reguires 5 shift in transport infrastructure palicy
in terms of road, rail and air. Goods must be able to be transported and employees must be able

to gat towark within a reasonable tme thraughout the country

Tha Sweden Democrats want to redirect prestige imvestments in high-speed trains to the faster
and more urgent need to upgrade transport infrastructure inoall modes of transport.

The Sweden Democrats want te:
= Enswre access fo relable and cheap electricty by investing in the nuclear power of the fulure.

= Streamline and increase the predictability of authersation processes for mindng,
electricity grid expansian and industry
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Keep taxes at a level that does nat harmper Swedish companlies In international
campetition

Pricritising Swedish industry and competitiveness

Stop symbolic poficies that jeopardise the ability conduct industry and business

Promote a labour supply that better responds to labour market
naeds
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Environment

Sweden Democrat enwironmental palicy is bised an the ideo of stewordship and strives fo find
the most envimnmentally efficient and cost-effective methods, which ot the some time do nad
horm industries ond the countepside. Similerly, octive farmming iz the prerequisite for mueh of
the biodiversity of the oaricultoral londscape, Overgroweth is @ threat to biodiversity,

The Sweden Demaoorats focus on what most effectivaly consendes spacies, sometimes using
new techniquas, goes hand in hand with active and productive forestry, whare new technology
and smart mathods can achieve the goals without costly and extensive expansian of reserves.
Experience shows that woluntarg and responsible ma nagement works bost to create
emvironmental values, supported by competent end helpful sduice. Suppart systems in-the
agricultural sactor play an impartant role here,

Our waters are vital to enable life. Itis therefore sericws that the situation in owr waters and
espacially in the Baltiz Saa is 5o bad,. The sitvation reagarding autrophication and toxing in the
Baltic Sea is serious. In this contest, more focus must be placed on international cooperation
between the Baltic Sez countries, as Sweden alone cannot helg to resolve the situatien. Cur
maring and aguatic emirenmant maest be prieritised more clearly over overly intensive hshing
and extensive wind power development.

Environmental policy must ahways be reconciled with new rescarch findings and based on facts
rather than emotions. Oifferent interests often come conflict, and paliticians must dare to ke
a stand betwean the cement industry and nature interests, for example. Municipalities rmust be
EFUen greater support and assistance in environmental wark, In this regard, the Sweden

Demacrats would ike te see greater focus on afforts to chean ug polluted areas in cases whare
the palivter is unabis to pay for the cean up dus to bankreptoy, for coample. Increased
funding is required in the work Lo restare the thewsands of contaminated areas in our country.
flore must be done to prevent and solve the probiems of invasive plant and animal species.

The Sweden Democrats want to:
= Strive for eco-efficlency and find the measures that deliver the mast envronment per cent
*  Using new wechnologes in nature consarvation
*  Accelerating the resteration of the marine ervironmant in the Baltic Sea
= [ncreasing the priority given to the remediation of contaminated stes,
®  Pricritising adagpted forest management over reserve designation
®  Farmland is managed and ouergrowth is preventad

= Praventing and rgduu:ing prr.\hln:_hm: with inwasiva plant and animal species
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Climate

By designing clirare action more effectively ond evidence-bosed, we con get mare impact for
rvery cont invested: the best climate policy is no! the same of the most exgensive one. From
this perspective, maindaining ond develaping nuclear power is one of the most iImpartant
[l

The world is facing a serlous sttuation, as emphasised by the IFCC's latest ARG report. At the
same time 3: this is causing concern, are good reasons to teel confident about mankind s
innovative ability to manage and combat dimate change. Swedish climate policy is currently
contradictory and cannol be said to fulfil the requiremeants for a cost-effective climate palicy
that helps 1o make a difference at global level. The diimate is a global ssue where naticnal
borders are | Swedish climate policy has instead been transformed inta a costly poster policy
where it is more impartant to spend a let of tax money, introduce new taxes and introduce
oversized regulations than to make a real differcnce.

While it is irmportant to emphasise that a country like Sweden, which for one per mille of
emissions, cannot have a direct impact on the climate. This also means that a policy that
deviatas sharply from the EL and the rest of tha world's palicy in this area can damage cur
competitiveness and contribute 10 moving production fram Sweden to other countries, which
can increase emissions at a global level. Given that Sweden's ernissions only aceount far
around ona per cent of glabal emissions, it is important bo maintain a global perspactve. For
example, Sweden does not contribute to reducing emissions by raising fuel prices, increasing
rlectricity pricas and making it more costhy tor companies ta oparata in Sweden i China can
simultznsously increase its emissions each year by more than Sweden as a whole emits.

Sweden's climate pobey must be ambiticus without jeapardising Swedish competitiveness. The
EU's climate policy is becoming comprehensive and has significant impact on Sweden's
opportunities for national measures. The Swedish climate targets should be adapted ta the
climate legislation that exsts at EU level so that the requirements for other countries are nat
lowered as a conseguence of us doing more than necessary at tha expense of our standard of
liwing and competitiveness, Swedish sxports must become a focus area in the Swedish climate
stratepy. Given that Swedish cormpanies are werld-class when it comes te environmental
thinking and low emissions: in praduction, Sweden can reduce emissions by increasing exports.

The Sweden Dernocrats want to:
®  Pursue an effective dimate policy with a des: global perspectze
®  Contribute to reducing emissions by increasing exports of food, goods and servicos
= Foows more on research and develegment to make fossil-free energy more profitable

»  Focuson messures that reduce emissions the most per cant invested, such
as international climate investments
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Energy

Sweden needs an energy palicy thet con deliver sustalnable and fossil-free electrcity
praduction thet is relichle throughout the wear and thot helps to strengthen Swedish
comaetitivensss,

Our fundasmental position & that energy policy should be geared towards ensuring a long-term
cornpetitive and rellable energy supply, for both househalds and industry. The policy we
suppart aims e enable Sweden to maintzin a high level of international cormpetitiveness and
standard of living. Sweden has historically had a power systom that is esclusively fassil free
with a high level of security of supply. The background ta this is that we invested early en in a
large-scale expansion of nuclear power and hydropower, which serves and has served us well,

Al the same time, the situation in Sweden has been jeopardised in recent years, as eneopy
policy has developed in a more ideclogical than pragmatic direction. The power system has
been transtormed exclusively into a weathar-depandent system with a majer oxgansion at
wind power. Al the same time, it bas pushed through foresd closures of several nuclear
power reactars, by burdens that plague combined heat and power and slow work to speed
up the authorisation procesdes with expanded ransmigsion cagacity. As & resuly, people
around the country are now forced to five with the consequences of the energy policy being
pursurd, with elactricity prices ouer the past year being the highest ruer

Swoden necds to invest in plannable and fossil-free elactricity production. Nuclear power is
central to this and palicy most actively work to create the conditions for new modern and
environrmentally friendly nuclear power in Sweden, There are currentty regulations in need of
change that prevent new construction and make madarn smallar raactors impassibla in
Sweden. We rmust make use of the nudear powver expertise that exists in Sweden when io
comes to now nuclear power. Mare resources must be invested in developing soiutions Tar the
faurth gereration of nuclear poweer. Technolegy and exgertise that we can then help to spread
thraughout the world, if we are to be able to reduce emissions in the werld, access ta
plannable and tossil free energy is crucial.

T Swoeden Democrats want to;
*  Pammanantly reduce taxes an alectric energy to faciitate alectrification
®  Senting fossif-Tree targets and introducing @ security of supply target

#  Creating the conditions for new nudlear power in Sweden and a roadmap for the
construction of SARs

= Establish a Swedish research reactar en fourth generation nuclear power
= Safeguarding the municipa! veto on wind energy developrrent
®  Sirengthening the competitiveness of district and combined heat and power
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Rural areas

Mast Sweedes da mot iive in o big city, 5o policies must be designed on terms that comyprtible
with the living canditions of pragle throughout the country. Sweden’s poture ond countryside
wre port af our notiona! ssal, and policy must crepte the conditions for them 1o be anlized ard
breserved.

Rural areas exist first and forernast for the peaple wha Inve and work here, and not for city
dwellers to have somawhera te stay on hr.',':il:la-'- or a5 a refuge for peropie who are tired af
urban culture. There are many challenges today, where rigid rules for construction and
business developrment lie fike 3 wet blanket. This is particularly problematic in smaller towms
where public services are poorer and cooperation with neighbeours, asseciations and private
businesses is more imgortant than in 2 big city. 8y gving more freadem to people, freedom to
farm their land, frardom to develop their businesses - freedom for prople to reach their full
potential, we can unleash the potential thet exists in our country,

Swadish companies, from north to south, are invohsed in everything from aerospace to
beekeepging. It is Impartant that pelicy makers create cppoartunities for Business and
entrepreneurship across the country, for the full range of activites, tor smatl, medium and
large enterprises.

The authorities must not become the enemies of businesaes that put @ spannar in the warks,
but must be given a more supportive mole. The Sweden Democrats see the potential refocate
mare govemnment jobs to smaller towns, but the main teal for growth and jebs in rural areas s
simpler risles and eppartenitios for rural areas ta grow

The walue of minerals in the soil, of forests and the petential for recreation and touorism is huge
in rural arcas. The government's strategy over twao terms has sought shut thermn down. Mines
are not allovied 1o start ug, fish farms are moved e reighbouring eountries and forests are
taken out of production against the wishes of landowners. Sweden needs 3 policy that utilises
the: value of rural areas and makes it rasier create more businesses, jobs and increased growth
in combinaton with walt-balanced environmental considerations.

Petral and diesal prices are sparing and the travel allowance has been gradually eroded
freezing miteage allowances for two decades. Meldicy is essential for pecgbe to live and work
insmaller cantres where distanzes to jobs and public senvices are longer, We want tha
pragerty tax levied on industrial and sfectricity production facilities 1o remiain ot regional lesal.

The price of petrol and diesel at the pump must be reduced, with diesel in partioular currently
being affectad by a radical Swed:sh biofuel paficy larpely involves importing unsustainabie
biofuels from abroad. With reduced taxes on fuels, increased mileage allowance and 3 rore

sustabnable biofuel palicy, we can enable significant reductions in the price of fuel at the pump.

Tre general reduction in speed limits is particularly probiematic in reral areas, Domastic
aviation is also central to the ability of people across the to run businesses and stay in close
contact with their friends and refatives. The value of Bromma firpart and other reglonal
airports cannot be emphasised enough in this perspective. There is a leng-term valwse in
matintaining Bromma Airport.
Tha Sweden Democrats want to:

= Fursuing 2 palicy far the whele of Swedean

®  Emproving the maintenance of roads and railways

®  Preserving domestic llights and Bromma Asrport

= Beduce tawes on motor fuels

= Facllitating Industry and busivess across the country

*  Regionalising property tax from industrizl and electricity generation facilities
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The cars

In the second half of the 20th century, the car was seen g5 a revalution in freedom that weuld
rverpane. After burdens ond taxes were placed on motaring and fuels in on oggressive snd
matropalitan-focused spmbolic policy, the cor has instepd become o closs isue.

Sweden is a large and elongated country, with a large proportion of the population living
outside the major cives. Many peapla have preat need for transport, and conditions vary
greatly across the country and according to living conditions. For many, howawar, the car js the
only option awvailable to make ends meear.

Far maost people, a caris not a luxuny. 1t 2 necessity for families with children who need 1o
cornbine picking up and dropping off chifdren with getting o work, for living in rural areas
where public transport has few or no services. For many, the car is a wark vehicle, Moreover,
as insecurity has grown incities and many people are use public transport or walk at certain
tirmes af the day, the ear is aften the moede of wansport that s pereaieed ag safest. The car is
still a freedom worth keeping,

It is reasenable for petrol and diesel to be taned, but todsy ervironmental tanes far exceed the
cost af amissions. The car has become a cash cow for the state. Despite tho high and stifl fsing
price, some parlies ase not satisfied and wanl be continue price increases 1o force people o
park their cars permanently. However, they have na selutions te present in terms of alternative
mades of transport.

The Sweden Demagrats want to make it easier and cheaper 1o get areund by car, The
requirements blending incfficient biofuels that increase the price at the pump and whose
ervironmantal ethects are uncertain need te be reduced, Electrification is the fumure of
matoring, but electrification in turn requires a good supply of reliable, cheap and
ervironmentally friendly electricity through nuclear power. Conversion of the vehicle fleet
needs to taka time, for bath econamic and ecalagical reasans, and take place on market tarms.
Mot everyone has the opportunity to buy an electric car today. Based on a life oycdle analysis, it
wauld net necessarily be beneficial to switch aff lazge parts of the vekicle flest.

The biggest losers fram anti-car policies are those on the lewest incomes. Most can't afford 1o
buy a new car, but are forced to pay for tax subsidies for these whe can afford to buy
expensive elactric cars and also pay far large subsidies 1o public transport through the tax bill.

The Sweden Demecrats believe that all medes of transport, Incleding cars and air travel, are
irnportant for society te function. Unilaterally taxing certain modes of transpart extrarehy hard
thase whao lack alternatives 1o the car. Especially thase who Fue in rural areas. At the same
tirme, the Swedish Transport Administration B working intensively to greatly reduce speeds an
rany roads, which further complicates the pessibilities for commuting to work as journey
times become too long.

The Sweden Demacrats wanl Lo improve roads so that people can travel safely and quickly
throughout the country.

The Sweden Democrats want to

*  Beduce the price of petrol and diesel by eutting fuel taxes and reducing
the reduction ohligation.

®  Improve conditions for car commuting, =specially in rural arcas

= Strengthen the travel allewance for those wha depend on the car to work

®  Uggrading the road netweork

®  Siop the Swedish Transpert Administration reducing road spesds

= Reduce the e of envirenmentally harmful ard expensive biofuets from abroad
= Promoting Swedish mofuel producton

83



Labour market conditions

The Swedish mode! hes Inig the foundotion for progress ond rights ot work, while offening the
[esibility that bos pmplayers and emplopees to toke resparsibility tagether for the goad af
Sweden,

The Swedish social partnership model has been bereficial for Sweden’s labour market and
growth. A high degree of stability in the labour market lays a good foundation for both the
positiony of employaes and a productive and well-functioning business sactor, Stabilty reguires
s goad balance between the socal partners. 1t is created by a well-balanced compromise
between employees’ interests n seeourity, & peod working envirenment and good livelitoods on
the one hand, and employers’ interests in Flexibilivg, foyal employees and growth on the other.
Both the trade unions the ermployers’ organisations fulfil an important social functon, But the
Swedish model & currently threatensd by proposals from the EU on common rules for wags
[ormation, unemployment benefits and the sacial safety net.

The Sweden Democrats believe that guarantees for the survival of the Swedish model are a
prerequisite for ensuring that Sweden's relatienship with the EU does not nead 1o be
reassessed. The position of Swedish emplopess should never be sacrificed as & concassion 1o
the ELL

Nao ans should have to die or be seroushy injured at wark. Every Swedish workplace must
adeqiate work snviranment management that created safiety for ermployees, The Sweden
Demacrats want to depoliticise work emdronment management by abolishing the greferential
right of politically contrafled trade unions to appoint safety representatives. The power to
appoint ipcal safety representativas should primarily rest with the armployees at the workplace
concernad. All employecs, regardless of contract ar union affiliation, must be included in the
work BErviranment programme,

Everyone can experience unemployment al same point in their lves, As part labour market
policy, the public sector should meet need tor further training and retraining for those who
nerd to change profession their lves, Unfortunately, the labour market policy conducted
within the framework of Lthe Public Employment Service and the municipalities has increasingly
brecome an integration activity with very poor results in relation to the costs,

The Swedan Demacrats want 1o adapt labour market measures so that they effectivaly lead
to real jobs. Training programmes will be expanded at all levels amd by intredicing
apprenticaships whern participants combine wark expericnce, work and stody.

Labeur supphy in Sweden s poorly metched o lebour marker neads. While the Unemployed are
largety rade up of low-skilled immigrant groups little incentive or opportunity to move from
benefits to jobs, many actvities are constrained by a lack of skills supply. The policies pursued
have led te labour immigration even tor bass skilled jobs, which could have been fillad oy
Swodes or people diready in Sweden.
The Sweden Democrats want to:

*  Detending the Swedish model

*  [Introduce appranticeships

®  Siop the use of public funds Tor fake jobs

®  Increasing safety and seourity at work

® Do politicise the work ervironment

*»  [Incregse requirernents for nen-integrated pesple to make thernselves employable

®  Slop labour migration for jobs that can be filled by damestic workers
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Unemployment insurance

Employees whe became unemployed shoufd hove good berafits and net hove to. ghout their
frwalibond. Socurity in the event of uremployment should be o5 shvious o5 security in the event
of ilress. Compensation shewld be paid an time ond inereose during the fivse 100 days.

There are saveral prolems with unempioyment insurance. The level of compensation is 5o low
that it often causes immediate consequences and difficulties for those who are temperarily
unemployed, and these are often acute due to long processing timas. In addition, the
requirement far long-term memberchip of an unemployment insuranee fund represents a
threshold for many when crises at the socletal level cause many jobs to disappear beyond the
individual's cantral

The Sweden Democrats want unemployrment insurance 1o become part of tha stata’s walfars
commitment. & general, compulsary, state funded and administered unemployment
insurance fund should be intraduced. This woeueld mean that mare people would have aceeds 1e
the insurance that is already largely furded by tax revenue. The requirement for membership
of an unemployment insurance fund should be abolished s that the right to compensation i
instead basad on tirme worked

The Sweden Democra L want Lo increase compensation during the first period when sorneone
needs unemployment benefits in the event of temperary unemployment. Mest peaple
ereounter situatians at some point during their working lives when they need ta look for o rew
job The best conditions for a quick return 1o the labour market are not created by the major
distractinns causad by a shattered pcr:un:d economy. After tho first hundred days, the level
should be reduced - it should always pay to wosk.

Unemploymient insurance will be managed administratively by the Swedish Social Insurance
Agency, which has a sufficlent orpanisation to reet greatly increased needs. The Swedish
Secial Insurance Agency would also ba batter able ta ensure that the regulations applied
correctly apd equally.
The Sweden Democrats want to:

= Increasing financial securlty for wage earners

= Mationalising unempboyrment nsurance

*  abolish the reguirement to join an unemployment insurance fund

*  incregse the allowance for the first 100 days
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Public waste

Public money showld be vsed effectively for eetivities thot clearly create valve for
citizens. Toxpoyers money showld never be wasted.

Swieden has one of the haphest tax burdens In the waild and has been a model for ereating a
welfare madel. Bul at the same time as the country's municipalities have graduslly raised texes
for wapge eamers, Sweden's welfare has become less and less accessibla. Scheal results hava
fatlen, quayas for healthcare have Arown, the pn|ti are less and less Iilogl'y tg coma toovictims
of evergday crime, and public services heve been dismantled in rural aress and large parts of
the cauntny. Instead of going to welfare, & lot taxpayers’ money is being wasted.

Unfortunately, the trend has in many ways been the opposive. fs public resources increase, so
does public wasta, The public sector has problams with procurarment, financial contrel and
monitoring, as well as with poor leadership and incorrect prioritisation, which together lead to
multi-billion dallar costs. Thede include widespread fraud in walfare systems, an extreme aid
budget that fuels corruption, unrecassary costs for administration and bureaucracy, the
emgloyrment of staff in autherives that pursue activist syrmbolic pelitics - which n turn leads 1o
increased costs in other autherities and in companies - axpensive consultants, staff buyouts
and many other strange initiatives. The number of agencies is constantly increasing and
political prestige projects, such as high-speed trains and EU funds, are prioritsed over citizen
benefits, Subsidies for jobs, electric bicycles and luxury cars, 35 well as multi-bilbion eurc
inwastments in integration projects, are made withaat any evidence: based rosults.

The Sweden Democrats want to'invest in strong weltare and public services thmughnul: the
country. Far this to be possible, the public tecvar needs 1o bs financsd jointy and with
solidarity. But at the same time, the public sector needs to manage taxpayers’ money wisely so
that it gees to the right purpeses and is sufficient Ter sverything we want 1o finance: Politicians
have a respansibility to citizens to ensure that their hard-earmed rmoney is used effectively and
not wasted.

The Sweden Democrats wanl tn concentrate public spending at the heart of welfare snd demand
clear citizen berefits for all investrments.

The Sweden Demeodrats want to strengthen epportunities for accountablity when there ara
sharicomings in management of pulslic resources. The Sweden Demacrats also want to
mesge authorities and streamline public sctivitios where possible. Goth fraud and systems
that tend to encourage fraud and corruption must be counteracted
The Sweden Democrats want to.

= Cutting unnecessary public spending

= Toupher penafties for chagting in welfare systems

®  Demand clear results for every public imestment

& Stop waste in gowernment and merge agencies

&  Rainstate civil sprvant rl-"l'.pﬂﬂsihiliw

o bveest in welfare instesd political prestige projects
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Hunting

Hunting has o lomg tradition in Sweden. Hunting 15 @ major leisare interest that hos brood
populor support and bunters generally do their job well,

The Sweden Demacrats are highly eritical of the implementation of the EU Firearms Directive.
The lang pracessing times for weapons licences sre unreasonable. Magazine regulation and a ban
on lead in armmunitien are examples of measures taken to make legal gun ownership maore
difficult, At the same time, political measures that should have been directed at ilegal
weapons and gang crime have instead been directed at legal gun ownership, Swedish hunters
and sport shooters. A growing preblem s alse that hunters and farmers are belng subjected 1o
crime by individuals and organisations that are above the law. These offences include threats
of murder, arson, destructicn of progerty and the release of animals.

The Sweden Democrats believe in the idea of stowardship. There i a need for long-term
management of wildlifa populations in order to achieve a good balanca betwigan humans and
animals - and between different animal species. Swedish hunting and game management
should e based on knowledpe and experience. There are major problems with damage to
forests, agricufture and residential gardens as a result of grazing, sweeging and banding. The
increasing number of animals is also causing more wildlife accidents. Particularly problematic is
the wild boat populatian, which has groven sigrificantly i recent dacades, Incentives are
needed to increase hunting, incleding making i easiar for hunters to sell wild boar meat
diractly to restaurants and other custormers.

In arderfor Seaden's hunterss fulfil their mission, they need a clear and Fong-term mandate, It
was a rmistake to take parts of the game management mandate away from the hunter
organisations. [t should go back to the organisations respensitle for hunting and not be shared
with those who oppose hunting in all it ferma. The ability te cwn hunting weapons and 1
engame in hunting should be protected. Penalties should be increazed for thoss individuals and
groups who harass hunters and disrept hunting.

The Sweden Democorats want to reduce the EU's influanca ower Swadish hunting and game
management. In many cases, EU rural and erviconmental policy is not adapted (o Swedish
conditions ard takes toc litthe account of thoss whe own and manage forests or hunt. There
should ba greater lecal influence aver predatar policy, Large camivores rmust be managad
responsibly and overall predetor pressure must be kept at reasonable levels inoall parts of the
cauniny.
Tha Sweden Democrats want to:

= Stopthe hunt ter hunters and legal gln ownars

= Give the wildlife management mission back to hunters’ onganizations

= Facilitating hunting in high gare areas

®  Simplifying the sale of wild boar meat

L thdu:ing; Ell inflirence on Swedish hamting pnli:-r-
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Agriculture and forestry

Swedish agricutture and forestry must be protected and contribute to Swedish
competitiveness, good snvironrmenta) stendords, oper londscopes and Swedish self-sufficiency
wnd exports, Successful aoeicuituce ond forestry ore o preveguisite for oll of Sweden to fee and
gre an impoartant pert the Swedish economy.

EL agrecultural policy has a major impact on Swedish agricelture, often imiting what is possible
and causing a largr administrative burden and extensive rnﬂul.afmns that burgen farmars and
make it difficult for small scale farms to maintain profitability. Swedish foresiry is under
pressure today, both from the government and from the EU and various environmental
Organdsatons,

Forests in the EU should be managed by the member states themselves, but the European
Commission is increasingly restricting this right. At the szme time, the current governmant is
also working Lo restrict property rights in forestry matters. Moreover, Swedish special
requirements for environrmental protection and animal welfare often make domestic
praduction mare expensive than that of compatitars without Swedish tarmers baing
compensated.

Increased profitabilivy in Swedish agriculture provides the conditions for development and
sustarnabidity in the agriculiural sector. It enables productivity grawth and means that major
responsibifity for the envirenment and climate iz not eaten up by reduced global market sharas
for Swedish praduction. The Sweden Democrats want to reduce taxes and charges and
increase pational funding within agricultural support system. The Sweden Demacrats alse want
to compensate livestock farmers who maintain o higher standzrd of animal husbandry than
generally spplies in the EU, and te provide compensation for the customised managerment af
sensithee nature rather than fer the creation of reserces,

The Sweden Democrats also want to create the conditions for innovation and techaological
development snd increage measures o combat the prablems faced by farmers, sueh as large
wild boar populations and food fraud.

It is alio important that Swedish farmers have good working: conditions. Many lvestock
farmars are naver able to take a hnlir!a',- ar further training, The Swedan Democrats are in
favour of support for reliefl work to reduce social risks and increase the status and
developrent of agrieuiture,

The Sweden Democrats want to meke it easier v engage in agriculiure and ferestry. EU rules
must be fewer and more flexible, based on sach Member State's unigue landscape, traditsons
and standards. Thr rules an forestry and agriculture also need 2o be reviewed in order to
ensure that there are etactive trade-offs, and property rights should be strengthened, Lagal
certainty needs Lo be strengthened for those engaged in agriculiene snd Morestry, and the work
of the authorities needs (o be more closely aligned the interests of landewners. The setting
aside of forasts 35 resarves should ba dona on a voluntary basis and with good compensation

The transition to a reane fossil-free society is supported by actve forestry, We need ta
develop new sustainable products from forest raw materials, such as fuels, building
materials, taxtiles and different types af plastics.

The Sweden Democrats wanl to;

®  lncrease the competitiveness of Swedish agriculture and Seeden's food self-
sufficiency

*  Raduce the tax on diesel for agricuiture and farestry and the general payrsell tax

= Engrease naticnal funding in agriculture, tor ervironrental benetfits
and preductivity gains

= Simplifying the regelatory framewark ard impeoving legal certainmy
®»  Safeguarding forest owners” right to manage their farests

= Strengthening property rights

= Defend Sweden's autenoriy over forests vis-3-vis the EU
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Developing new sustainable products fram forest raw material
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Animal welfare

The Sweden Demacrats want stronger animael protection thot takes greater acoount of the
notural brhavisur of onimois. Animols must be trested with respect ond onimsl craelty mest
bestopped. The legol status of animals should be strengrhensd and there should be greoter
conseauences for breaking the low. The Sweden Democrats want o creote o speckal animel
protectien golice force,

Marny animals sufter in haman care, This ranges fram cats being tortured to death to pigs being
unpleasantly anaesthetised before slaughter. Animals on farms and in slavghterhouses are also
sometimeas neglected or mistreated in ways that are net legal or ethically justfiable. Some of
the meat we sat comas frem animals that have been slaughtered without stunning in the form
of religicushy motivated halal or kesher slatghter. Slavghter without stunning causes great
suttering, strass and distross o the animals. In Sweden, such slaughter is prohibited, but it s
free to impart meat prudu.cls from other countries, induding EL countries, whers such
slaughter s commen. A prowing preblem is the smuggling of pupplesoften fram se-called
puppy mills in ether Eurogean cowntries, which are transported to Sweden under appalling
conditions ta be sold to unsuspecting Buyers.

The Sweden Demoorats want to ban the import of mest and other products from arimals that
have been slaughtered without anaesthesia, force-fed or otherwise rreasd in & way that
contravenes Sweden's animal hushandry rules. A ban en the export and impart live animals for
slausghter should alsa be Introduced 1o reduce painful transport and ensure that poor animal
hushandry does not becorme 8 competitive advantage

The Sweden Democrats wanl Lo invesl greater resources in research into more gentls methods
of stunning pigs, as well as increased resources for inspections at farms and slhoghterhouses.
Efforts should alio be made to gromote research into afternative methods Lo reduce the e of
animal expariments in the production of medicines and cosmetics.

Customns and vetermarians will be given mare tools te the problem of puppy smugaling.
Vatarinarians should be required ta report suspicions of smuggled dogs and anyone who wants
Lo sell a puppy should be identified Lo facilitate the prosecution of those irecbeed in smuggling.
The Sweden Democrats also want 1o create 3 special animal protection police force with special
Fxpertiza in dealing with crimas against animals,

It is #lso important to make it easier for livesteck farmers to keeg their animals outdoars, The
Swoden Democrats want ta give Swedish dairy farmers special compensation for the additional
cost af allewing dalry cows te graze autdoors in the summer. The arnbition of the Sweden
Demacrats is that Swedish standards for animal husbandry should become the standard Tor the
entire EU.
Tha Swaden Democrats veant to:

= Strengthening the legal protecton and status of animals

*  Establish a national animal welfare police force

»  Deyvelop metheds to replace animal testing with other testing methods

*  ‘Wark towards & ban on the import of products from animals that have bean
force-ted ar slaughtered withaut stunning

= Pronibit expoct/import of live amimals for slaughter

®  Encrease the possibilivy for domestic snimals to go outside
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Housing

Everyone should hove occess to g good standard of housing and e able to lfve in o safe, secure
and plegsant eavironment. 't should be pasier to move or change kousing if necessary. There
showld be more freedom of choice batween different tppes of bousing. We will take greater
peoount the different conditions for housing construction around Swedsa,

Dwer the past 20 vears, the number of peagle living in Sweden has increased by maore than LS
millign, During the same Fariqd_, the pace of housing construction has bean nowhete nrar that
needed to meet population growth. Ax the same time; the number of deprived
neighbourhocds has increased dramatically, and cities have gone from gentrification to
ghattoisation, Tha result of these combinad facters in the 20005 has bean a sharp increasa in
house prices, displacement effects on the rental market, widespread overcrowding and
increased homelessness. Many groups, including young peopla in Sweden, ara now finding it
difficult to oblain housing. For young people, this means that their entire adult fves are
delayed. For athers, the trend has meant being stick In 3 neighbourhood that is rapidly
deterigrating and whare they unsafe outside their awm door,

The Sweden Demaocrats want to facilitate housing construction by simplifying and speeding up
decision making processes and reviewing the estensive regulations and requirements
governing housing construction. Measures alse peed to be taken 1o curk the spiralling cost of
hausing so that more pacgie can afford a home. The Sweden Demecrats want to steg plans to
reintroduce property tax, reduce electncity prices and enable mare forms of financing for
yaung paople and frst-time horme buyers,

MNew canstruclion can be facilitsied by reviewing buitding codes and increasing competitisa in
th construction market. But when new residential areas are ostablished, s important that
mistakes made during the Miltion Hormes Programme are not repeated. The Sweden
Demacrats want to promate pleasant and safe neighbourhoods with classic archirecture.
Aesthetics and design are important factors for how an rrvironment is perceived and for
salely.

It is dttractive to live and build close 1o water, so reasonable shoreline protection that allows
mare bulkding is an important rural issue. Rural municipalities are currently forced o compete
with matropolitan areas in arder bo retain rasidents, attract businesses and skilled fabaur, Tha
possibility of housing or heliday homes in attractive locations could be an impartant
competitive advantage and thus help rural areas 1o develap. For this to become a reality,
beach protection ruled need 1o be relased. The possibilities for building in areas of national
Interest should also be reveewad. Financing of Bousing in rural areas should be facilitated. It is
nat uncammoan for tha valiee a newly built prapesty in rural areas o be less than the
construction cost,

The problem of homelessness has been getting worse for a long . Partly because of the gencral
housing shorage, but alse because the need for social interventions in society has increased,
The situation tor homeless geaple has been further exacerbated by the fact that incoming EU
migrants have taken lerge parts of support provided to hameless people by municipalitics and
non-profit arganisations. Combating homelassneds is a priority social ssue for the Sweden
Democrats.
The Sweden Democrats vwant to:

#  [ncrease housing construction

= Adaptand simplify rules and processes for planning srd constrection

*  Emproving spportunities for yourg people to get their it bame

®  Aeducing the strain of migration on the housing market through return migration

»  Asforming beach protection

= Stap plans o reintroduce property tax
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infrastructure

Peaple shoula' ke abie ta live throughout the country and get to their jobs quickly ond safefy.
Businesses showld hove good corditians for their npperotions and be oblie t trensport gonds by
road and rail. Policies must relete to peogle's actvel conditions and aot be based on utopias
that are ey switable for people ving in large cities.

The gap between urban and reral areas has grown as the necessary infrastructure fas both
transpaort ang public servicas has tallen behind, Sweden's infrastructura is charactarised bya
tlear difference betwesn urban and rural areas. Acads in rural areas often in poor condition
due ta lack of maintenance. Rallways are neglected and In some places trains have to travel
very slowly due to crooked lines and weak embankments, This affects both businesses and
living outside big cities. Reduced speed limits on rany of the country’s mads create problems
for propie’s avenyday lives. Commuting to waork takes longer and businesses find it harder to
compete. Many of the country's regional airports have suffered from reduced air traffic and
saveral are threatened with closure. The government's anti-flight peficy threatens the country's
cohesion and competitiveness. n light of the major needs in existing infrastructhure, tha
Sweden Demacrats believe it is wreng 1o spead hundreds of Gillions of krenor oo building new
high-spead train lines botwaen the major cities of Stockholm, Getherburg and Malma, These
funds should instead be directed maintaining and improving the read and rail network we
already have, with faster results that benefit mora citizens.

Subsidies for expensive electric cars, which are mainly used by people in larger cities whe also
hive good incomes, are in practice gaid for by those who are natin a position Lo take
advantage of the benefits themselves. A2 the same time, taxes on petrol and dicsel are
Increased, which mainly sffects people in rural arezs and those on lower incomes. The
outcamne of the policy is a combination of poor rural peficy and poor distribution palicy.

The Sweden Demecrats are against 3 ban on the sale new petrod and diesel cars and belleve
that infrastrociure policy should be based more on the needs and sverydsy ves of ordinary

Poris and shipping are an important part of Sweden's imports and exports. Good roads and
railways 1o and from the ports are necded for logistics to take place quickly and efficienthy. We
alse need 1o strengthen Swedish shipping to secure jobs and training oppertunities, but not
least because shipping is part of total defence

A= the electrification of the vehicle fleet gathers pace, a strategy is needed to ensure that
charging stations are availakle throughout the counsry. Far the electrification of the transpart
seclor to work, @ stable and increased electricity supply is needed. 1t also needs 1o be easier
and guicker to open mines for minerals needed to manufacture batteries, for example. All
ragianal airperts need to be givan the status of emargency airparts, so that the sarvice these
airporils provide to societly at large has a secure future. Together with our Nordic neighbours,
we want to invest in the efectric aviation of the future. However, Infrastracture is more than
transport systems. The Sweden Democrats are concermed about bow rural areas are lagging
behind in the expansion of broadband, but melile phone coverage and postal delivery are also
poarar in sparsely pepulated areas, The Sweden Democrats want to inwest in tha axpansion ot
broadband and ensure that everyone has pooess to telephony and Tunctioning postal services,

Ineluding the possibility of government mall digitally.
The Sweden Dernocrats want ta:
*  Upgrading the road and rail nevwork across the sountry
= Stop plans for expensve hah-speed railway betwesn major cities
= Aeducing taxes an petrol and diese|
*  Strengthening Swedish shipping
& Expanding the charging intrastructure for elaciric cars
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Preserving reglonal alrports and making thern standby alrparts
Invest in the expansson of broadband and weleghony throughout the country
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Childcare facilities

Childcare, alongside the family, laps the foundations for aur children’s futare, The norms and
vaiues that asgly to childoare and the way in which it is crganised form g lorge part of the
storting point for kow children move forwerd in life. It therefore importont that children's stay
in care means thart seciety provides them with the best possibie core, security and stimulation
far their develogment ond leorning.

Swedish childeare faces seriows problems such as overcroweding, stafl burnoot, deficiencics in
the Swedish language and tight fingncial constraints. Gender pedagapy as i stands today
should net be used because it is largety focused blurving gender difterences. All children
should have the right to be who they ane.

Swedish childeare has previously been seén as a madel in many parts of the warld, a position
we intend to regain,

Al children should bawe the right Lo 2 safe and stimulating environment al preschool, and
parents should confident that their children are doing well. all zhildrea should also be given
the apperiunity to become part of Swedish society, and activities should therefore be
conducted Swedish, In additien to the Swedish language, preschools must pive children sccess
to Swedish culture and Swedish vabues, where gender equality is central, and must therefore
be completely free of value-driven veils,

It |s essential that staff hawe the necessary pedagogical knowledge, are able te act
prafessionally and hawe the oppartunity for further training. The warking ervironrment and
working conditions should ensure that preschool staff cnjoy their wark. 1t should bo possible to
stay ot heme when sick instead af warking. 1t is alsa impartant thet premises and autdaars
ervironments are designed for the mght number of children,

Free play should dominate preschool activities. It s where children develop social skills, eo-
operation, creativity and initiatve. The develepment of languape skills is fundamental for a
suceessful transition to the preschool classraam. Other important schoel readiness elements
include learning to listen, learning ermpathy and respecting people and animals. Pre-schood
should e free of politice! opinions and indoctrination and shauld waork to ensure that children
learn the impariance of democracy, indepandent thinking and farming their awn epinians.

The bweden Demacrats are in favour of freedom of chaice for every family. One alternatve (o
preschools s educational care, Mot all children are ready, for example at the age of one, to face
the outside voorld in a larger group of children with limited attention. Theretore, pedagogical
care is an important alernative. National guidelines need 1o be established that set out
cornparable requirements for how pedagogical care should be provided and that the actwvities
should be otfered squal opportunitias,
Tha Sweden Democrats want to;

®  Prioritising Swedish language in childeare

®  Abaolish the tax cradit for preschoal stalf

= Improving the working emvireament of staff and the Fving emdronment of children

®  Establish a makimum lmit on tha number of children per aduly

*  Enerease requirements for independent preschools and expand the powers and

controls of the Schood Inspectorate

®  Creating better conditions for educationad activities
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Schools and education

Schoals must be nrade a sofe ploce for pupils and staff, which creates nanms for cobesion
between peogle and whick focuses an knowledge and rducation. The gim showld be to give
sverpone who grows vp in Sweden the seme opporiunities 1o become good ond independent

miernbers of society.

Fewi sectars have been hit ac hard by fafed integration pelicies and excessive immigration as
schools, Resuits have fallen and it is all tog commaon for the schea! prvirconmeant ta e
charscterised by insecurity, disorder and poor pedagogy. Violence between pupils and againsy
staff has become @ wark envirenment problem in many places arsund Sweden. Teschers are
aften forced to compensate for lack of intagration and absent parents and social services, Cver
a period of several years, Swedizh pupils have tost & lob of ground in various international
lcnrm‘rﬂdgn measurements, and in an increasingly competitive ere, many are concerned ahout
this miy affect future generations: & pedagogy chisrscterised by flurmmery, norm eriticism and
student responsibility has the hardest conseguences for those whe Instead need to leamn about
narms ard be provided with dear structura and knowledge in school, which they do not gat
fram . Independent schools with fundamientalist idegbogies contribute to radicalisation and
segragation,

The Sweden Demoorats want to re-establish a knowledge-focused sehool. Scheals should make
rocm for tried and tested pedagogy and play a clearer normative role in sooety. Awoerking
ervironment that provides space for study peace, job satisfaction and indivedual help for
students should ke prieritised, Thera sheuld be zero tolerance of threats and viclence in
schools, and the possibility of intervening with strong measures against pupils wha create a
poor warking environment for others shauld be reviewed.

Curricula will be cornplemented with clearar learning objectives. The teaching protession will
be strengthened with appropriate pedagagical tools, refiet and better conditions. Free choice
ot school will ba sateguardad to give parents and pupils freedom of chaoica. With the aim of
combating segregation and extremist influence on school pupils, we want measures to be
taken te ban this type of school, far example lslamic schaefs. \We alsa belleve that schoals
should a safe zone where minors should not have te wear torced religious veils, We therefore
belicwe that the veil should not be allowed in schools.

Nat sveryane wants ar is able ta go an to further education, but it is impartant that everyone
pets a foundation Lo stand en their own two feet and be included in the lsbour market and
society. Two-year practical upper secondary education will be inwoduced o provide faster
routes into the labour market. Higher pducation should b bettar adapted to the needs of tha
future labour market. Political contrel of higher education will be reduced and acadamic
autonomy ncroased.

The Sereden Democrats want to!

*  Ra-establish a knowledge-facused school through proven pedagogies and a focus on
wraditional kearning with a level glaying field in all schools

*  Improve the working environment by introducing zero tolersnee for violence
and insecurity in schools

= Emgowearing teachers and improving their profassional status

= [ntroduce a ban on sagregating extremist indepandent schoals

®  Ban religious veiling of children in schoals

®  Stop busing students and other integration auperiments

®  Give everpone the basis far a profession that is in dermand on the labour market
®  Saleguarding the independence of higher education
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Youth issues

Sweden's powng people deserve a better and safer country than the one the ather parties hove
feft them. it is #ime for change ond faith in the future. Young should be obie to fee! good ond be
safe bath ar school and out i seciety. Young people should be charpcrerised by hopefilness
end @ zest for iife, A good educotion, sperts and asseciaions creote the conditions realising
thedr dreame.

For tar top long, Sweden's young pm;-ph have been subjected bo politically mothated
experiments. Gendar theories that are out of touch with reality have been widely disserninated
and used from pre-school omwirds to indoctinate our children imoa gigantic post-modern
project. Knovwledge-oriented education has taken a back seat to the relatisation of Tacts. Telling
the truth and peinting out facts has becorne contraversial. The bological sex of humans is
guestioned and the natural development and interests of children have bern problematised,
Bath gicls and boys are alfected, but bays in particular are negatively impacted when distorted
femirism has becorme the norm. Particularly sarious is the use of hermoane therapy 1o alter
children's natural puberty and surgical proceduras te ‘change sex’. We da nat yet tully knaw
the leng-term effects of these expenments, but mental health grablerns have increased
alarmingly.

In addition, the multceltural experiment has affected young people mare than others, Knife
attacks and drug sales occur in school playarounds. One in Do young wormen often worry
about being raped or sexually assaulted. Youth robberies have increased by 250 since 2013,
and hurniliating rebberies have become a new faature ot life tor our children and yeung
people.

Mass immigration has also resulied young Swedes seeing their fivst job and rental preperty go
ta migrants. This is because the state subsidises immigrants” employrment and pives new
arrivals priority in the housing queus.

The Sweden Democrats have bren a counterpaint to other parties’ sxperiments an our
children end young people. We balieve in scisnce and recognise that confusing gender theories
have devastating consequences when pat inte practice. Growing up would be muoch better
preparad for adulthoad if sehools wers instead characterised by orderliness and facused on
irnparting kmowledae. Mental health is the mest important health issus for yeung people and
requires a broad programmao of action. This includes impraving the knewledge of schoal staf
Lo recognise warning signs, strengthening counselling and targeted interventions in child and
adalescant peychiatry. The most important thing k= to put an end to gender expenments and
the ‘flume schoal’, In addition, discrimination aEﬂinst prople borm in Swaden needs to and by
nat giving priority to new arrivals in terms of jobs and housing,
It is afso imporiant Lo create better conditions for young people o lind outlets For their
Interests and 1o encourage them to be sctive in Bssoclations. For example, young people with
matorised vehicles need 1o feel that their interest and cammitment are appreciated. We wanl
to raise the speed limit for A-tractors instead of ketting the police chase music-playing
tepnagers criising. The keen interest in COMMAUEEFE AMBNE Many young pnnpln canalso be a
great asset in our increasingly digitised society. It is Gme to reslise that e-sports & a ceal sport.
The Sweden Democrats vant to:

®  Endthe political experiments on Sweden's children and young progle

= Strengthening efforts to lmprove the mental health of young people

*  Ae-establishing a knowledgs-oriented, orderly school

®  Tadding youth erime

= Stop the favaurable treatment of newcomers interms of jots and howsing

®=  [Increase the speed limit of A tractors 0o 45 krmfh

®  Protecting fresdom of expression anline

96



Pensions

it should be vearthwhile to have worked, Those who have had g lamg woerking life shawld be able
tn five o goad life on their peasion. Saciety has g responsibility ta pnsare that ol Swedish
citirens con oge with dignity. Eldecly poverty must be abolished.

Far & long tirme, the pension system has bean both neglected and underfundad, Many of
today's pensicners are dissatisfiad and future pensioners are warried. This anxiety has even
spriad to the younger generatons who da nat know what to expect the day they are too oba
Lo wark.

Sweden has the highest number of poor pensioners in the Nordic region. Many people who
have worked and paid taxes throughout their lives now have to waork extra heurs, pick up cans
or ara ferced ta live on a low economic standard, Despite this, tew parties want to strengthen
pensions. Instead, political have taken the issue off the agenda and hidden it in a dysfunctional
group that has anly suceeeded inweakening the pension system and foreing people ta wesk at
an increasingly abder age rather than raising pensions.

Atthe same time, the cost of financing the pensions of people whe have immigrated to
Sweden and who have worked and paid Bttle or no tax is increasing. In the lang term, there is a
risk that this will lead ve sharp Lax increases and a boss of confidence in the pengion system.

12 can also be poted that the income gap between men and women is at its widest when they
become pensioners, The preblem can hardly be blamed on the pension systemn, which does not
differentiate betvieen men and women; the difference is based an sach individual's [ifetime
income and thus the working years, which hits hard on those whe have chosen to take
rasponsibility at bome during the :arl-,' ymars, but also on thoase wha have sufferad long-tarm
illness, The pensian system is therefore in need of reconstruction create maore equal
conditions,

The Sweden Demeocrats want to strengthen the entine penslan system and increase gension
provisions, Pensions should racagnise that people have workad all their fives, At the same
time, greater suppost is needed for the most vuinerable, who have not been able to work o
their full due to iliness or disability. It rust also be made easier 1o save privately, to minimise
people’s dependence on the decisions of dysfunctions! pension groups. Thosa whe are warn
out as result of 3 long and demanding working life should mot be farced ta stay in the labour
market against their will, Whike those who fee! capable and want to continue their working fite
should be affered incentives to remain in the labowr markes

There is aloo a need for chearer incentives for those whe have come 1o Sweden ta wark in
order 1o Benefit from the Swedish pension systermn. Therefore, the exceptions within the
uaranteed pension for these who have recently arrived in Sweaden need to be reviewead, as
well as the support for the elderly, in arder to create pgual conditions far pensions tor these
live i Sveder,
The Sweden Democrats want 1o

#  Incroasing ponsions

= increasing financial sugport for the most vulnerable alder people

®»  Facilitating private pension savings

= more egual conditions far a good pension

= HRawaw exemption rules and income support for the alderly
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Ageing issues

The changes In sociely, combined with o non-existent slderly palicy from the ruling
government partics, have resulted in a for from sofe, dignified ond carirg existence for
pensioners, Suweden must change ond creale o sooiely whers sverpons can grow old in
secerity ana dignity

Ecanomic develegments indicate that some people are doing well, but those who are warse off
ATR unfnrruna'bﬂ"l stifl going downhill. Fer many, life is so bad that they are forcad to coliect
cans and some live on the absolute mirimum subsistence level, Maore and more elderly people
are forced to live out their final years in homelessness, which is not werthy of 8 welfare socery
like Sweden,

Mental ill-health has also beoomea increasingly prevalent amang the country's pansioners due
to iscfation and loneliness. & mesgre pension means limited opportenitios for an active and
healthy life, with trips and encounters that add value to everyday life. When it comes ta
rawing b a retirernent horme, it is not uncormman to encounter stressed and exhawsted staf,
who In seme cases do not even speak the language.

To improwe the quality of lite for both taday's and temarrow's pensioners, tha Swaden
Dwsmgcrats weant Lo miske severad initialives in additson to substantisl pension increases, \We
wank to see ambudsmen for the clderly in the municipafities, who will work activeby with the
municipality's pensioners and organisations encourage social activities sad health prametion.
There neads to be a change the way individualism and the importance of socal networks ara
vinwed, Tha view of tha strong role of the family and commaurity in this contest showld not b
minirnised. For sxample, eldercare counselling would allow both society and Family membecs
to detect incigient or ongoing medical conditions in time. A& new law on care for the elderky
must strengthen the legal bases for pood living conditions, as the current concept of
reasonable Ting conditions is inadequata.

Maore and more elder pegple are being robbed and aszaulted in their own homas, To ensure
thiz safety of older people, the governmant shauld enable municipalities to install seme form
of leyless bocks a5 soon as possitle:

Digita] keys mean easy handling for the stat, high security and increased safety for the user as
ordinary leck keys cannot gat inte umwanted circulation. We also want te invest in assisted
liwing for those whe feel insecure in their everyday lives and where social isalatien has become
stressful.

Al the research points bo ABE being by far the worst place for alder people with multple
illnesses Lo be - they need peace and gueiet and 1o receive care quickly. This is why the
emergency care of older peaple needs to change and improve: a dedicated fast track in ABE
would grt older patients ta the right specialised cara faster, while reducing pressure on ARE
duparlml.-nls.

Today's pensioners have built Sweden and helped create a great country Tor us to live in,
Seclety therefore has a duty to care for pensioners. Therefore, seciety has & duty not to
campramise when it comas to tinancial security, care and the right to a dignified quality of
life.

Thie Sweden Democrats want to:

= Evweestin keyless horme care and digitalisathen for greater secunity.

»  bpwest in reising the level of knowledge and priaritisation af mental health issues
amang clder peaple
= Provide a dedicated Minister for the Eldery.

®  Establish fast-tracks for elderly patients to reduce the berden on emiergency departmants,

®  Introduce Iangl.l.aga- rq.ql.li:ramnn'h homi care and eldarly care waorkers,
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Ivvest in subsidised sheltered housing
See requirernents for elderly eambudsmen in each municigality
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Family

The family iz the fundonmental commumity in seciety where chifaren's well-being and security
are built ond where parenting ord femily time are inwslusbie. Families should be free to make
their cwin decisions about theie deily lives, with childran hovieg pocess to both porents and good
relationships.

The challengas for families with yeung children can many. Combining work and family lite and
making ends can sometimes be difficuit, Wany fa milies, nspnda:‘l‘y singla parents, are also
struggling Financially. In Tamilies that strugaling in various ways, it is the children who get
caught in the middle and can suffer, which is why family palicy must alse focus on the best
interasts of children. Family economic policy needs to change course from coercive reforms
that restrict freedom of action and well-being, to & more famify-frendfy attitude that focuses
on arganising working lifte around the needs of the fa mify and children rather than the wishes
of politicians themseles,

Parentalinsurance should be flexible and family-friendly, and reserved months shouwld be
rermoved. We want 1o make it easber for parents whe are small business owners and parental
days should Be transterable to relatives. We want all pregnant wamen to be guarantead 10
days of pregnancy allovance in addition to the current measns: tested pregnancy allowance. We
als want o extend the ten paternity days that can currently be taken afver childbirth., 1n
addition, the multi-child alfowance neads to be corerted inte a multi-child deduction that is
reflectad in a form of bax reduction for working parents. This is prevent dependeancy on
benefits and instead encourage work.

Srarting a family is 2 great joy and an adult responsibility. 10 is fundemental that children's
nereds for bath parents are met, regardless of the family constellation adults choose. Jaint
custody should be seen as the norm. However, the interasts of the child and the best intereses
of tha child are cantral to us and practice should always be based on the fact that children have
a right to their parents and not the other way round, Children often end ug in trouble when
adults fail and there currently no adequate support for the child, We want 1o offer Family
madiation at an early stage. This ray invohe disputes over custody, inthe begel process or
child pruhar_tinn affences in the case of domestic vialenca.

Sacial sarvices need ta be strengthenad and preventive maasures are imporkant to yeung
people st risk at an early stage. There is 2 great need Lo upgrade sed gualivg-assure the process
forchildran in care. Thare is also a need to incraase the knowladge of all those working with
thildrer wnd young people and Tamily law Bsues. Investigations concerning children must be
guality assured and legally secure. Children and young pecple who are taken into care must he
alvle to trust society’s care and achieve a better fife.
Tha Swiaden Democrats want to:

v Craate a fliexibla and farriky-friendby parental insurance scharme

*  Introduce a generous pregnancy allowance and more paternity days

®  Conwert the additicnal child allowance into a tax reducing additional child
allowanes for warking parents

= lgint custedy being the norm
= Create early intervention in the forrm of family mediation for families in ceaflice
®  The best interests of the child mast abways be taken into account

*  Increase preventive etferts by social services to young prople at risk at an
Eitrl"' stage

®  Improving the quality and Iegal certainty of investigations concerning children
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Health insurance

The welfare soclety must offer citizens o sofefy net that means that these who are ilf are given
the best conditions for rehabilitotion. Heslth insurance must be designed in a legaoily secure way
with conditions thot ensure thet trese who need Lo focws on recovering from llness s not
[orced into a persanal and prvate financial crisis,

There is widespread dissatsfacton with the way health insurance works today. Sariously ill
prople have been discharged and referred to work, people have seen thair sick days disappear
while waiting for treatment, and some are stuck on the sidelines despite their desice to work ar
study. I some cases, rejections have led to people choosing to end their fves, It is also a wery
warrying development that sick leava due to mental illness is increasing, and has bacame the
st cormmen reason for sick leave, with the largest proportion being woman. At the same
time, the National Ludic Office paints out serious shortcomings in tha rehabilitation chain
linked to mental iflness. There are also major shortcomings in occupational injury insurance and
a preat deal of dissatisfaction among people who de not recelve cormpensation for eccupational
injuries and diseases. The problem has béen a regulatory tramawark that has been toa rigid
und nol adapted to current conditions, while the investigation work has in many cases been
vary inadeguate. This, together with a governmiant palicy that focuses an saving costs by
reducing the number of people gn sickness benefit, has led o unsustainable out-insurance. In
addition, thare are difficultes i cooperation betwesn authorities, which means that people
are caught betwaan similar systems and assessments, with the consequence that peopla have
aleo Iost their sick ness benelit gualifying income. There have also been major shortcomings in
sickness and activity compensation, and rejections of both new grants and renewals have
increased sharply, which has also affected people with peemanent disabilities. Long processing
tirnes at the Social Insurance Agency have glso hit many peaple hard, especially those affected
by the gowernment's conversion of care allewance and disahility benefit into care allowance
and additional costs benefit, and who have thus been caught betwesn bwvo systems.

Arthe seme time, the welfare system has been slowly dralned by fraud and erganised crime,
aftacting those whao really need society's suppart,

The Sweden Demaocrats sae the need for comprehensive reforms create 3 health insurance
system that is perceived as both safe and begally secure. Those affected by iflness should be
alble ta facus on recovery instead of ending up in financial erisis and struggling with the
authorities. The regulstory Framework must therefore be more flexibie and adapted w the
Individual's needs and opportunites, bath within sickness benefic and sickness and actviy
carnpensation. Greater focus and more resources must also be placed en preventive work and
carly rehabilitation programmes, The Sweden Democrats also want to wark for a more
coordinated system between the relevant autherities so that individuals do net get caught aut.
The guatity of the investigation wark which decisions are based needs to be strengthenad. The
regulations governing eecupational Injury Insurance need to be modemised and imgroved an
the basis of teday’s reality, so that those who suffer occupational injuries and diseases receive
the compensation they deseree. Similarly, the regufations for sickness insurance must be
better adapted in terms of bath knowledge and decision suppart when it comes o mental
illness and complex diagnoses. The Sweaden Democrats also want towark for shorter srocessing
times, more Iegally cartain decisions and quality assurance in the inmstigation work. Toods ars
also neaded to take action against welfare cime in social insurance,

The Sweden Democrats want bo:
= Promote a safe and legally secure health insurance systerm
= Work ve improve the gualing of investigations and shorten processing times
#  bncreasing :Heuihility and persanalisation in dﬂ:isinn-m.‘llring

»  Batter acapting sicknass and work infury insurance for those with mental haaith problems
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®»  See mare focus and resources on prevention and rehabilitation
»  Improving the protection of sickness benefit qualifying income [5G1)
*  Stopping welare crime in social security
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Functional right
Al citizens showld hove the right toa goad life and an edeqaate standard of living, even if they

barn with or suffer fram o physical or cognitive limitetion er vaniotion, Citirens wha, due (o
circurnstances bepond their control, face other challeageas in theie daily lives showld not be
restricted in their aocess to sooel or labour fife,

Far several years, people with disabilities have been hit from twe directions. Firstly, due o
other prigrities, politicians have tightened the belt on social spourity cost devsloprments,
Second, the systern has been attacked by arganized and large-scale fraud. Fraud has led 1o
large amounts of funds that were intended for the noedy instead going to clans and organised
crime. A the same time, fewser people are granted assistance bernefits by the Swedish Socisl
Insurance Agency ard around 85 per cent their first appdication rejected, despite the fact that
L55 is a law of rights

This has darmaged trust in social security and reputable previders, which leading ta further
deterioration for a group that is already sutfering.

The shared responsibility between the municipality and the state has led 1o assessments being
percaived as wery lagalhy uncertain and tha ditherent outcomes have led to concern and
uncertainty amens applicants but also to distrust of the entire system. The levels of
compensation for 155 have gradually been rroded and do mot currently cover the increase in
costs, A long-term caleulation model for the stendardised pmaunt of assistanee allowance
should be developed so that the upward adjustment of the allowance better reflacts wage and

cost dovelopments.

The Sweden Democrats have strangly the cuts in 155, The regulations for 155 need to be
changed and darified in order 1o stop the sharp reductions that have taken place in recent . As
a first step, It ls Impartant to uphold the orginal intentlons of L35, before precedent-setting
judgemants and govarnmant demands for cost savings

The Sweden Demacrats want all basic needs to he eligible for assistance in their antiraty and
not to be valued or set against cach other. Those in need of suppot should alse receive it

There are currently major problems with the compretence of stalf in LS5 crganisations around
the cauntry. The support that & person entitled under the LS5 Aet may need varies greatly.

Expertise in various deagnoses and daseases s therefore reguired 1o meet the needs that
actualty exist. 155 & peglected and neeads to be improved on many points, which is why 2
national L35 [ift is urgenthy nerded,

Tha Sweaden Democrats want to strangthan the opportenities for people with reduced working
capacily to particizate in waorking life and in employment based an individual circumstances.
The Sweden Demaocrats alse want to Investin a hebilitavon allowance on equal terms, which
maans that people who participate in daily activities via the Social Servicas Act should also be
covarnsd.

The opporturities for disabled people ard prople with reduced mobility to participate in the
labour miarket must be strengthened.

The Sweden Democrats want to:
* 4l basic needs to be aligible for assistance in their entirery
= Develop anew caloulamon model the flat raze of azsistance allowance

= That the hablilitation allewance alsa covers peaple in dally activities via the Social
Services Act, and that a national minimum leval of aflowance is set,

®  Hawe overall state resporsibility for personal assswance
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*  See @ national LSS ift
= Cornbat cheating and frawd in L5S
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Health care

Swedish bealthoore must ahweps be of o very Righ medical quality with well-developed
aeeessibility throughout Swedon. Sitirens should be oble to expect relishle and safe care for
ol stages of (ife, borh in emergency coses and for routing wisies,

Healthcare is one of the mest central and fundamental parts of the weltare society, But
despite the affarts of staff and advanced specialised care, the healthcare system is facing
rxtensive and grnwiﬂs preblems: Even betore the pandemic, waiting lists had grown so long
that cancer patients were dying while waiting for treatment. As a resuly, patients often receive
cafe 3t a later and often worse stage of thelr disease than would have been possible with
mare accessizie care, The costs are counted in human suttering and stress tor indwiduals and
families, but also for society in cconomic terms. An increasing prablem for emergenoy care is
patients with injuries from guen and knite vinlnn:ﬂ. which oftan trigaer a chain of resourca-
intensive interventions, sometimes a1 the expense planned care. & further consequence of the
new socletal context Is unrest in emergency departrents and Increased Incidents ef threats
and viotence against healthcare workers. The ongoing pandemic has further accentuated tha
structurl shortcomings in the organisation of healthcare. Coordination betecen different
regians is lacking and access ta care varies across the country. Te a significant extent, the main
protlem s that the governance via 21 different regions creates smbiguity, conflicts of
objectives, gradually increasing adminlstration and shortcomings in the supply of skifls.

The Sweden Democrats belime that citizens in a high-tax country have the right to expect good
and srcessible healthcare, even outside the major cities. To achieve this, a new cohesive
healthcare system is required in Sweden. Investments in primary carc with greater patient
contact and coardinatien of & doctar responsible for patients can relieve the burden on
emergency and speacialist care through faster cara. A real care puarantes should be introduced
as a right for citizens. & care guarantee office for care queues should be established under the
auspices of the Mational Baard of Health and Wellaze. The Care Guarantes Office should also
praduce docurmentation and establish cooperation agreements with various care providers,
public and private, Swedish and fereqgn, in order o increase care capacity it treatient,
surgery and rehabilitation. Administrative tasks should be refieved to a greater extent from
caring staff

The Sweden Democrats alse want to review bow the state can take over more of the main
responsibifity for healthcare, based on successful examples in Nanway and Denmark. One
Irnportant task is te ensure that emeraency and obstetric care is available threushout the
country, inchuding in sparsaly popufated regions, and to introdwce 2 commaon naticenal patient
record system. The Sweden Dermacrats also want to fundamentally increase the number of
beds to meet the growing need for hospital care. In addition to recreating world class
healthecare, the Smeden DEmocrals want (o increase the ambitions a0 the heart of walfare. The
ambition should for the public sector 1o take the same responsibiling for citizens’ oral and
dental heaith as tor other heafth.
Tha Sweden Democrats want to

= Ahalish care queues and introduce a real care guarantae

®  Aeview the organisation of health cane

*  [Invest in primary care

*  Increase the number of beds

®»  bnereasing safery far bealtheare workers and in emergeney centres

®  That all dtizens showld be offered dental care on the same terms as other care

= [Implementing & national patient record system
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Mental health problems

Wk to strengthen mental health must be prigvitised. Sweden needs o comprehensive and
fong term plon ta tockle the growing mental il heglth, individuol and short teem initiatives will
never be oble (o solve the exiensive challenges we see, we need o clear gool ond o complerely
news governmental monogement to ackieve real results.

Mental ill-health has increased so dramatically that it 1s new the bigeest pulblic health challange
of aur time in Sweden. Despite the fack that around 1 300 pgupla takee their own lives in
Sweden every year, around 150 000 people have suicidal thoughts and suicide sccounts far
around a third of all deaths armong young people, it unfertunately recelves little attention in
the public debate, Mantal ill-hezlth amang young people is a particularly worrying trend, with
& tougher social climare, an insecwre labour market and widespread housing shortapges,
combined increased competition and higher pressure in social lite all contributing to the
development. Mental ill health is also the most common reason for sick leave today. At the
same time, rescurces in psychiatry have been inadequate for several and many people de not
have access to the care thay nead. Today, tor example, patiants whe have attempted suicide
wre discharged guickly, without any serious treatment measures.

The Sweden Demoorats therefore belicee that strong measures are needed o improve the
mantal health of aur population. As & First step in reversing tha negative trend, a national
strategy should be established based on a clear naticnal abjective for improved mental heafth.
Mew structures need to be created for improved co-operation between ministries, authorities
and other relevant actors. The Sweden Demacrats therefore advecate a clear natiana! driving
farce in which the role of the Public Health Agency of Sweden is strengthened and clarified.
Research is cruclal to the continued development of knowledge in the field of mental health
and to finding the causas of the arowing mental il-hesith in society. A national research
programma in the field of mental bealth should therefore be retablished. Today, mental il
health is also often daalt with reactively rather than proactivaly, Therefare, there is a need to
reviewr how health services can be restructured to recognise patients who are affected earier.
Effactive trearment measures, such g counselling, should be offered o a greater extent so
that patients’ mental health does not risk deteriorating.

The Sweden Demeocrats want to take decsnve action to counteract the incdence of suicide, A
niational coordinator with averall responsibility for suicide prevention work needs to be
appointed, with concrete Interim targets being developed for continued work on the adopted
vizsion of zero suicides. Follow up of patients with svicidal behaviour should also be a nateral
part of the care process.

In arder ta tackle mental ill-health ameng young peeple, & number of messures are neaded to
addrews and prevent futere mental health problems at an early stage. The Sweden Democrals
want to strergthan stedent health serices, as woe believe that schools are an impartant arena
for greventive measures, Through training pregrammes, all school stalf with contact with
pupils must have a basic understanding of mental iliness in order te be able to invalve student
health serices at an narl-'I stage:

The: Sweden Dermocrats beficvs that trestment resources should not be Emited solely to child
and adolescant peychiatry.

Lang quewes ta the BUP can be counteracted if treatment expeartice is aveilable on site in aur
schonls to the preatest extent possible. The social services also need toaols 1@ intervene sarlier
with sharp measures when it comes Lo young prople who arcin danger.
Tha Sweden Democrats weant to:

®  Deyelop a national strategy for further wock on mental health

+  Estahlish a national mental health resaarch programma
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Strengthening resources far psychiatry

Early detection and treatrment of mental health problerns
Appoint 3 natienal coordinator responsible suicide prevertion
Promote standardised follow-up of suicidal patients

Greatly strengthen student health services
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Culture

Cuitira! norms aot o5 @ kit te hold @ society together, Policies showld be designed to ensure thot
Swirdisk culture reaches oll of Sweden.

Culture |s rrore than art. Soclally transmitted pattarns of life, common frames of referance,
larguage and eagression, raditions of ideas and norms that unite people are the infrastrocture
for understanding and communication between peaple. This in turn creates all that is included
in the gefinition of a society. Culture, like language and dialects, svolves organically, over time,
betwesn generations and acress geography. 1 is in the diversity of culture that mdividueals find
their unlque jdentity and inner security. But it is also in the cultwral kenship that peogple find
helonging and coherence, it is therefore easy to see the formation ot parallel sociaties when
there is no culural athnitg,

Multiculzuralism has divided and polarised Sweden. Large population groups with a cuftoral
identity that contrasts with that of Sweden today lack a sense of belonging to Swedish saciety
Cultural norms other than Swedish dominate many residential areas. The lack of shared values
has created divisions and led to the replacement of basic respect between and for peogle,
which was ance taken for granted, with an increasingly harsh and distrustful climate.

The Sweden Democrats want bo work to recreate cohesion and a sanse of belonging among those
who find their national belanging in Sweden. Instead of breaking down normis and relativising
different values feund throughout the wearld, the Sweden Democrats want ta build eultursl
carnmurity areund Swedish norrs. The Sweden Dermecrats want to protect, nurtune and
showeoase Sweadish culture, Swadish culture includas art, masic and and, but alzo social ccid-;ls.
values, cellective mernories, sharad myths, festivals, traditions, customs and practices to keap
us together. Cohesion and trust in society must be restored, with o shared pride and respece
far cultural heritage, social codes, Swedish demacracy and the secularsed society that has in
raats in & Christian ideology

The recogaition of Swedish cubture determines the cemands made on immigrants o integrate,
thiz narms disseminated by schools ang puhlir_ institutions, and the ablocation of public funds to
civil society and institutions. At the sarne time, indeperdent cultursl institutieas must be from
palitical pressure. The Sweden Demacrats want to prevent prassure from the EU that threatens
ta datermine what content may be providad through digital services and how material may be
distributed on the Internet. Qutdated copyright rules also reed 1o be adapted to how people
consurme and create content in the digital socety.

The Sweden Democrats want to.
=  Craate cohesion Swedish culture and national identity
®  Requirg immigrants ta learn and raspect Swedish norms
= Stop fending extremist civil society erganisations
#  HAeduce public financial contred ouer contemporary culture and the media sphere

= Distributing pablic cultural funds and designing public spaces with greater
citizen participation
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Sport

Everpone should hove the opportunity ta engege in physical ecnivity and sport. Sumuleting
spart s low eost way ta improwe the physical and mentel beglth of o cammunity and
contributes te cokesion among i inhabitonis

Qftan the conditions for spert depend on political decisions and pricrities. A widespread lack of
facilites feads to a shortage of training time, and sparsely populated facilives lead o long
distances to and from training for children and YOUng pmpln. Thi design of taxes and
regulations determines the conditions for viable ehite sports and professional leagues that
engapge hundreds of thewsands. As a result of the pandemic, sport has faced difficult challenges
due to restrictions and reduced audience revenues, At the same time, sedentary behavieur has
increased for a long time in 2l ages in recent years, with the resudt that public health is at risk
of being negatively atfected,

The Sweden Demeocrats want to promote Swadish spart at all lawels. Sport unites people across
generations and contributes to both enjoyment of life and good public health. Swedish sports
organisatons are among the pogular movements that bring together the most people and the
greatest commitment. There is a clear link batween physical activity and gopd mental and
physical health.

Sport should be an integral part of all schools' activities and benefie all pupils equally,
regardless of gender af cultural background. Physieal education should be increasad in schoals
and leisure-hasad sport for children and young people should be stimulated. Society should
bettar meet the nead for sports faclities, pramate commuenity sport and facilitace elite clubs to
compete at an international level.

Licensing processes and regidaticns should be characterised by cooperation banween authorities,
sports clubs and the supportes movement in a censtructive spirit.

Majar sperting evants tend to'bring people together araund shared walues and contribute to
cohesion, It s in the natenal interast that breadcasts of such events can be made available to
thiz whale population.
The Sweaden Demoerats want to;

= Encreasing sport partcipation across the population

= Puhblic sendce breadcasting of major sporting events

®  Giwe sports organisations the conditions for continoed wiabiliby

*  Protecting Swedish protessional sport and the supporter movement

®  Provide access to spart for all regardless of gender, age or culwreal backgraund

*  Improving the position of eSports
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LGBT+

Sweden has heen o ploneer when it comes to everyone s right to sexval integrity and freedonn,
The Sweden Opmacrats want in presene the progressive wiow of sexval iife ond the seculansed
view of privote fife in defence againit reactionory forces that ore goining growed in society

Sweden is gne of the countries in the world with the most widespread respect for people'’s
differant sexualities, arientations and life chosces. Compared with many parts of the world,
Saeden has coms a bong way in berms aofa socjety where the public sector dors not interfere in
private life and where oppertunities for family and private life do not differ depending on
sexudl orentation, But in many places and contexts, the narmns for how it s allowed to live
ane's lite in practice have been rolled back. Widespread immigration from cultures reactionary
and religicusly strict vigws on privacy and gender roles has led to an increasa in hate crimes
and restricted the ability of many to be open about wheo they are in public, Honour-based
oppression and cultural nermes restrict the right of many young people to live 25 are or to
choose a partner.

The Sweden Demeacrats want to safeguard the progress made towards equal rights forall. Mo
one should be restricted or discriminated against, in private or in public, because of how thay
liwe their lves. Farticular fecus neads to be placed on velnerable areas and contexts where
Swadish society is weak in order to improve the posivon of LG8T+ peaple.

LGHET+ people are 4s heterogenaesus 4 group as Swedes in general. The expactations on LGET+
people te fit into an identity-theoretical discourse means that reany do not recognise
thamsalves. Just as socicty should not prevent anyone living as they wish, the identity of LGET
people in the public debate should noe be limited w sexeality. Nor should children and young
people be led by public institutions vo proklematise sexualiity and dentity - the most impaertant
thing must be that all children grow up with a positive salf-image. Socety’s handling of children
with gender dysphoria and its long-term consequences should be investigated,

Mentzl ifiness has become & widespread social problem that affects LGET+ people to 3 preater
extent than the aversge. Tha Swedon Demaocrats want to target spocitic efforts to pravent,
counteract and treal mental iliness and suicidal thoughts.

The Sweden Democrats want to:

*  That evergone-has the same opportunities and rights regardiess of sexvality,
orientation ar idertiny

= Strengthen law enforcament efforts against violence, threats and hanour-basad
oppression thist limit the lves of LGBT+ people

= Defend the right of all peopie to choose their partner, the right te privacy and
work against reactinnary forces

= Strengthening actian an mental health
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Democracy

The notion of the rule of e civil iberties and freedon of opinion distinguishes the Western
model of demacracy from many ather perts of the world gpd bos been fundomental oo unigue
cultars and sociery. Defending and strengtheniag the libero! mods! of democracy is
Jundomental to conservenve polincs.

Despite centunes of demaocracy and one of the world's oldest press freedoms, the way
demacracy works needs constant scrutiny, Just as ancipnt trees can be statehy bt
treacherously hollow under the bark, there is @ risk that democracy will graduaslly erode if it is
taken for granted and debate is abstracted. Sweden's dernocracy is old, but compared o many
Western countries, the rule of law principles of separation of powers and the citizen’s
perspective have been sianificanthy set back in favour of 8 power perspective buikt for a
tradifinna-]ll,r social demacratic elite, Judges in Swedish courts ara appointad directhy by the
government and weak constitutional checks and balances heve contributed 1o a limited
separation of powers compared o other liberal democracies. & politicsed power of
appointment, togathar with a targely informal model of govarnmant, maies democratis
wccountabilivy difficult. Free debate and opinion-forming, characterised by trensparency and o
diversity perspectives in both traddtional and new media, are hampared by structures and
politics, Serigus oriticism has been levelied at the fact thal pofitical contre] and ideologically
Influenced vafues fanmely characterise research and academia. In civil society, both trade unions
and other organisations with important social missions are to a large extent linked 1o party
politics in 2 wiy that risks distorting democratic conditions. & very high level of immigration
frorm coustries with a different wiew of freedom of expression, secularication and rights and
fresdoms also puts preswure on Swedish democracy. The Swedish individualistic relationshig
betwaen stave and citizen, with both rights and abligations for the individuad, is not always
obvious to thoss who have immigrated from societies characterised by strong clan structures,
The infiltration of sodal institutions by clans, organised crime and Islamists is @ growing threat
to the democratic model.

The Sweden Demeocrats want to strengthen the prineiples of the rule of law in the Swedish
administrative madel by increasing the separation of powers and strengthening the
independence the judiciarg., Gl servant accountability will be introduced and measures will be
irmplemented 1o increase transparency and the passibility of political accountability. The
independence of the media will be increased by reducing politice] control by the state and
taking rmeasures (ncrease diversitg. The right of every journalist, ans practithones and citzen to
express thermselves freely without intiridation or reprisal will be protected and strengthened
The position of the Coundl on Lagislstion should be strengthened by imestigating the
pn:sihi|i1:y of requiring a qu:||i'ﬁ9.1-d majarity in Parliamernit for the adoptian of hills criticised by
the Cauncil an Legislation.
The Swedish electoral system showld be strangthened toensure that ganaral elections can ba
conducted in a rellable manner. Opportunities to strengthen elements of direct demecracy
should complement representative democracy, Tha Sweden Demacrats want to increase tha
use of popular initiatives. tn order to increase democratic legitimacy, decisions should, as far s
possible, be brought closar to the citizens. This applies in particular to powers that have been
gradually by the EU, at the expense of national self-determination
The Sweden Democrats want to;

= Strengthening the imdependence of the judiciary

*  Strengthen constitutional rights protectionin terms of freedom of expression,

property and religion
= Intreducing civil servant liability
= [Increase the possibilitg of normative review in the Constitution

111



-

-

Fighting lslamism
Strengthening national self-determinatian
Counteracting the power of clans, both in the public sector and in civil society
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Freedom of expression online

The internet and digital pletforms heve grown into the mast important channel for democratic
dinlegue ond apinion-forming. It i important to sofeguord free debate and to creote o level
playing field for off forms af sxpeession aflewed in o démocrotic society.

In madarn society, public debate increasingly takes place on digrtal social platforms and
forums. Howaver, despite the fact that digital services have taken over much of the dialogue
that long ago took plage in, the protection of trerdom of eeprassion and opirion is veny waak
online. & number of globally operating platforms have considerable controf over what opinions
are heard, what infarmation s seen 2nd what messages favoured by elperithms. Transparency
is weak and the position of i ndividials in relation to the platforms is weak and, in practice, the
individual is disenfranchised and can be suspended or blocked without warning; legal basis ar
possibility of appeal, The fact that individual actors, often bassd abroad, are given such
influence aver infarmation reaches them is = major volnerabilivy from a dermocratic
perspective.

The freedoms of expression, oginion and intormation are three of the pillars of democracy.
Without thess, free elections bacome a chimera, Tha Swaden Democrats want to strengthen
users’ rights in relation to global social platforms to ensure 3 froe exchange of opinions and
infarmation for all citizens. Thers must be greater ransparancy about how algarithms
influence the disserninaticn of content, and it must ot pessible to depend on subjective value
judgements.

The starting point should be that enby content that goes beyvand is permitted under

freedom of expression undsr Swedish law shauld be censared by the platforms and that
arbitrary suspension ar restriction of user accaunts should be prohikied. The possibilivy of
judizial review of restrictions irmpased on a user tn Sweden shall e subjact to judicial

T

The Sweden Democrats want to:
= Strengthening freedom of expression on the internet
®  Emgowering users relation to socizl platforms

*  Aeduce the abilivy of the state or large private companies to
influence information Fows based on palitical interasts

= Strengthening the possibility of frae and valie-independent cpinicn fermation
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Foreign Affairs

“Sweden's foreign policy sholl be desigred 1o safequond Sweden’s interests and reputation. Cur
country shall be o vaice in fevour of peoce, freedom and good relstions between the peoples
wnd stotes of the world, Swedsn sholl speok s cleady against violations of fundemental nghrs
ond freedoms and of the tervitory of soversign states. Sweden's imoge in the world hos
deteriorated during the past term of office, portly due to inconsistency and fallures in foreign
policy. We want fo change that,”

Sweden's image in the warld has taken a turn for the warse aver the past few terms, partly due
1o inconststenches and fadures in foreipn policy.

Sweeden rmiust becorne & clearer vedce In favour of democracy, freedorn of expression and
fundamantal human rights and treedoms in warld palitics, Authordarian and theocratic
tendencies in or near Europe are already real threats to Swedish socicty. An increasingly
agprecive [slamist influencs in the Middle East and Africa mears that the risk of terrorism is
increasing in Sweden and that human rights and respect women are being pushed back in the
waorld.

Swaden should make greater distinctionsin its appreach to dermecratic valiees and financial or
political support to covntries or movements that neither contribute to the interests of Swedes
nor have & genuine secular rule of law endeavour er respect for hurman rights and freedoms for
all regardless of pander, religion or sexual erientation.

The Sweden Demeaorats want the focus of foreign policy to be on safepuarding the interasts of
Swiedes on tha glabal stage to a greatar extent than today, & fundamental challengs inan
increasinghy unstable neighbourhood is to prieritise ssuaes that can have a major impact an
Swdish society. This fmolves international oo operation to mitigate migration flows ta Europe
and to facilitate deportatiens and return migration to countries where, for earious reasons,
return doies not work well today, But it is also about improving copertunities for global trade
and Swedish euports, which are fundamental to Swedish prosperity.

Swiaden should wark far clear sanctions against Turkey, Balarus, Russia and other countries
with negative developments. Relations with lsrdel, as the only democracy inits region, showld
be restored and nurtured. & clear Arctic polcy should be developed that prevents Aussian and
Chinesa advancas and promaotas Swedish aconomic interests. The position of indiganaus peopbes
and cultural values must be safeguarded i foreign palicy.

The Sweden Democrats want bo:

= Fighting international terrorism and |slamism

= Protecting Swedish interests in International contexts

»  Eguipping Sweden for & hew security situatian in sur reighbourhosd
= Stopping migration movernents to Europe and Swedan

= Using diplamatic pressure and incentives to faciftate retumns

= Bea cear voice for the Western model of dermacracy and human rights and
freadams

®  Improve Sweden's position in the international markel and in trade

®  Affirming and strengthening the independence of Swedish government
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The Nordics and our neighbourhood

Cur Mordic countries form @ family with deep relationships and shaved walves, The Nardic
region rests on deep historicol roats and many commaon colturol markers, The Nordic region i
the eleventh lorgest scanomy in the world, We ore important trading partners fo eoch other,
bue atso cross-horder babour market regions and exchonges of ideas,

The Sweden Democrats consider Sweden to be port of @ Nordle, Europesn, Western and globol
community, in that arder, in line with this, we want ta wark in particular strengthen the Nordic
cammunity and broaden ond drepen Nordic co-aperation. With impartant building blocks such
o5 the Seandineian widerstonding of language and shared values ground the wellore stote ond
sociol sofety nets, a daveloped Nardic co-operabion rests on o stable and secure foundation, hut
there is room for higher ambitions

In an atrempt to present the Nordic countries from taking uncoordinated and isolated
decisions in the event of crises and pandemics that risk disrupting Nordic integration and
community. the Sweden Democrats are in Tavour of 3 numbzer of inltiatives that would
rraintain the sovareignty of each country while Nordic coordination. A Mordic crisis
preparedness committee under each prime minister would issue ceordinated directives 1o the
autharitics and werk to ensure coordination in the avent of major stresses and secial crisas,

The deteriorating security situation b our neighbourhood requires increased Nordic
coordination and pregaredness. We belisve that defence and securily co-operstion needs 1o
be further deepened and that joint effarts are reguired 1o curk eross-barder erganised crime
and terrarism, & Nerdic consensus on migratien Hows to nerthern Eurape should also be
sought, again to maintain internal mobility within our region.

The Sweden Demaocrats beliove that v need to seding the Nordic as a collection of small states
on the periphery of Eurape. The Nordic Region is in Tact an econamic giant by international -
Studies in racent vears have shown that if the bordiers within the Nordic countries could be
reducedthe valse of intra Mordic trade would increase by hundreds of billions. The importance
of an integrated labour market and coordinated authorities is therefore considerable, IF we are
to an cwen more integrated Nordic region without thresholds ard barriers, we also need
greaber consensus on the implermentation of EU directives and greater foreign palicy eo-
ordenation on the external berders of the Nordic region and the EUL Nordic cohesion must not
be consigned to history, which is why we 2lso need joint research and technological
developrment as well as efforts to promote Nordic Banguage understanding and cultural
exchange.

The cause af the North is ours and the gaod of the Marth is our
duty. The Sweden Democrats want bo:
*  Establish & Nordic erisis preparedaass committes for coordinated erisis managarment
*»  Deepaning Nordic defence and sacurity co-operation
*  Pramaote joint Merdic border sunvaillance of the Mordic external border
= Strengthen the Nordic lanpuame and cultural community
®  Increased mabéity within the Nordic region - for people and authorities
*  Mordic co-grdination in the implementation of EU directives

®  Bocdic action fos our erviroarmnent - without inefficient dimate costs
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Europe

Sweden is part of Eurape and shares o great histarcel and cuttiral heritage and signifecant
roaamic and security intereses with Fursgean countvies. lointly copitalising an matug)]
exchanges ond inferests is imporiant, while strengthening notions! self-determinotion i

The migration crisis exposed weaknesses in EU co-operation. Migration pressure will increase,
and Sweden cannot determine the size of the reception with current conventions and EL rufes.
The European Comemission’s naw migration pact would reduce our autonomy even further, and
if the proposal to distribute new migrants based on their ties goes through, our country will
once again have 1o take a disproportionately high share of migrants.

The Sweden Democrats want to see an EU that, like Denrmark, counteracts pull factors and
enables large parts of the asylurn process to ba moved outside the EU. Cooparation in the EU
needs to be focussed in the near future on strengthening border protection and effores to
combat erass-border crime and lslamism, aswell as more effective return of peogle. In order ta
reilise the Sweden Democrats’ net-zero migration policy vision, Sweden must negotiate simifar
exemptions frem participation in parts EU cosperation as Denmark has.

The transfer of pewer frorm national dermocracies te the EU has accalerated during the
pandemic. Mare and more political issues are being decided in Brussals, which has increased
the demand far larger Swedish payments and credits. Sweden's influence in the EU has long
been tos weask and the democratic appariunities fer influsnce and transparency for eitizens
ATE VErY poor,

W take a very negative view of several planned inttiatives that increase the EU's grip on
roonomic palicy, as well as proposals tor the intreduction of new B taxes and the abalition of
velg rights in foreign policy. Swedish contral over our labour market model and welfare policy
must e secured for futere generations. The postion of the krona must alse be secured by means
of & Swedish legal exemption from participation in monatary co-operation

The Sweden Democrats beliove that free trade between Evropean countries is of great value to
our acoromy, but thera i ne need for a more integrated pelitizal union to enjoy the benefits of
Troe trade,

It is high time for a European policy that puts Sweden and Swedish interests first. The Sweden
Demacrats want to strengthen Sweden's negatiating position in the EU through a referendum
instrismant that grves the Swedish people the opportunity te make their voices heard before
praposals to shift power to Brussels are approved by the Riksdag.
The Sweden Democrats want to:

&  Rastoring intergosernmentalism and empowening woters

»  Stop poveer transfers and EL pases

®  Delending freedom of expression sgasinet EU censorship and palitical influsnce operations

= Sharply reduce Swaden's EU contribution

= Strengthen Sweden's negatiating position in the EU through a referenduem
instrument that gives the Swedish people the appartunity to take a stand on
crucial choices in the EU

®  Securing the position of the krona through a Swedish exemption from
participation in tha ELl monetary union

= Protacting Seedish interests in free trade agreerments

®  Strengthening the EU's external border

®  Strengthening Furopean coooeration against Islamist organisatiors, hybrid theeats
and tarroram
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Assistance

Sweden should be o country that belps the most poor and volnerobie in the world to the best of
its ability. The Sweden Qemocrats therefore wan? to see effective oid that goes to those most
in need and thet does not encourege sorruption ar ferrovism. Like all other budger items, oid
showld be valued on the bosis of the effect it bos, mat kow much money is spent (n the area.

Swreden pays more i 3 than any other country. Mare of Swedes' tax money i3 spenteach
yoar on intematiconal aid than on the Swedish police, presecution and judicial Fystams
combined. The faflow-up, transparency and results of the aid pelicy's foous oa disbursing as
much mioney as possble are weak, but there are many examples of how Swedish aid money
has contrbuted te corruption and bribery and helped to finance anti-democratic maoverments
and Islarvizm. The larpast recipient oountry for Swedish 2id has been Afghaniztan.

The Sweden Demeocrats want aid to be focussed on direct effarts to meet basic necds and 1o
rq_:pnnd 1o disasters and wars, and atharwise to improve the lives ot vulnerable childran and
women in poor or oppressed parts of the . However, it must be easier to track aid allocations all
the way e the final reciplent and te allocate them on the basis of cancrete results based on
pradeterminad objectives. Overall, international aid must significan sy reduced and efforts
made more efective.

Assistance must also be distributed the basis of reciprocity inrelation Sweden's interests. Asa
rule, bilaveral aid shoeuld be cenditional on the recipient countey participating in a return
pregrarme for persons 1o ke expedled from Sweden. The interest in creating the conditions for
FEDFIE to return to their home counkny after a conflict ar disaster has ended must abso be

taken inte account in international 37, t should be possible to vse parts of the aid
appropriation directly in retern migration programmes to encourage people in Sweden o
retusn La their heme countries with the best canditions if they have net crested 8 sense of
belonging to Swadish society.

The Sweden Democrats want to:
»  Plaking Swedish aid maore effective and evaluating it
= Focus aid on emergency humanitarian aid
*  Reduce Swedish aid in favour Swadish weitare and security
= g3 rule, make bilateral aid conditional on twinning agreerments
®  Stop all aid wo Islimist organisations orregimes

®  Stirecfating voluntary retern migration thraugh aid funds
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Crisis preparedness

Swedish society’s preparedmness to deal with major accidents, crises o wars needs to be
strengthened. Major crises ond disosters thot offect society rorely. come with advance
warming, but the ability to deal with them requives boch plasning and preparotion,

Maodern seciety is vulnerable to disuption, Disruptions to electronic systams, payment services
or abectricity grids can be caused natural phenomeana, attacks or faults and could have
incalculabla consequances relativehy qu'u:Hy. The last decade has shown that international
conflicts can emerge faster than they can comtained and the threat of large-scale terrorisy
attacks Is latent. Severe natural disasters and fires can also occur In Sweden, and global traval
patterns mean that serious contagion can guickly have much worse consequences than been
thie case sa far. The global economy, where supply chains depend on international trade and
imports, aluo makes us vulnerable to crises that can ocour far from Swaden,

The Sweden Demecrats want to strengthen society's preparedness Tor all types of erises that
rmay arise, Gperational crisis managernent capacity neeads to be strengthened at the
Government Offices and at the country's authorities, regions ard municipalities. Spectic
legistaton should ke draeen up on hawe a crisis organisation can effectively coordinate society's
efforts in the event of a crisis and how emergency measures can be rapidly implemented by
the public sector. Society's vulnerability needs o be bettér assessed, meluding how an
increasingly electrified and digital seciety affects vulrerability in a crisis or desrupticn.

The Sweden Demaorats alse want to re-establish contingency stocks to cover critical needs that
may arise from differant scanarios. They should be dimensioned ta cover the petential needs
of the entire Swedish population over a period of time that is plausible in a severe crisis,
Sweden's self-sufficiency in energy, food and medical materials needs to increase and be
quickby scaled up in the event of leng-term disruptions

Funding tar the autharities with owarall responsibility for civil defence, crisis managemeant and
preparednes: should be increased and support for civifian organisations with & social mission should
be strengthened.
Citizens also need better knowledge of how to respond o different types of erises, what
preparedness is expected of househaolds and how individuzds can contribute te society's ability
ta daal with the unexpactad.
Tha Swaden Demacrats want to:

®  Develop a specific crisis legislstion

*  Defending the status of cash as 2 means of payment in Sweden

®  Emproving contral crisis management capahilities

= Inerease Swedish self-sufficiency in eritical products and goads

®  Re-pdablishing pubbc stodipiles

= Analysing and glanning for differant types of major crises

*  Reducing dependeroe aon encrgy impots
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Defence

A credible total defence is g guarantes of Sweden’s notional sovereignty and freedam, The goal
is @ war fighting defence copability with the sopacity to counter foreign aggression, but which
con olsn ossist society in Hmes of orisis or unnest,

Since the late 1863, socialist and cantre-right govemments have dismantled the defanca
system and aradually reduced both funding and the level of ambition. The change in tocus from
total defence o operational defence in the early 20005 Has entailed major costs in terms of
capital destruction, loss of skifls and conversion costs, It has alse meant that the possibilities of
maating an attackar and defending Sweden have been greatly raduced

The restoration of Swedish defence capabilivy is proceeding much mose slowly than it could be
dismantled.

The Sweden Demacrats want to re-establish total defance and ensure that
Sweden has the capability to meet potential aggressars. The security situation
in the world and the immediate region has deteriorated rapidly over the past
decade, and long-term determination is required to ensure a credible, modern
and sustainable defence that both prevents war and can ocperate over time.
The Sweden Democrats want to ensure long-term funding for defence of at
least twa percent of GIF within a ten-year period, supply of defence
persennel needs ta be ensured through a mix of professional soldiers and
conscripts. Tha Sweden Dameocrats also want to strengthen the Homea Guard
and voluntary arganisations, which are important components af the will to
defend and the resilience of civil society, Swedish security palicy cheices have
histarically led to a unigue peried of peace for the country, and this heritage
should continue to be utilised in the future. Closer defence cooperation with
Finland would have brought strategic and operational benefits in the
community of interest that unites the countries,

The swedish defence industry will also be strengthened continuing to invest in
domeastic defence technology and by mare clearly evaluating the strategic
interest of Swedish suppliers when purchasing defence materiel,

Defence must be prepared for war. But defence also neads to be adapted so that it can be used
to a greater oxtent to support and assist the police mission in peacetime inoa situation whare
the damestic security siteation requires mare resources than the paliee have at their dispodal.
In addition v2 high-tech equipment, personnel are the most impartant companant of the
Swedish Arrmed Forces, The Sweden Democrats want to invest in retaining personnel and
recriting back those who have left through competitive conditions for specialist and
professional officers. Supsert and gratitede to veterans who have served Sweden should alse
bie more clearly exprassed,

The Sweden Democrats want te;
*  Guarantecing the lang term financing of a strong defence
*  Aestoring a total defence that (s prepared for war
= Strengthening the position of the Hame Guard

= Encresse the capacity and competence of the defence to assist the policain
operations, surveillance and public order missions

& Inwest i epgrading, acquiring and maintaining cquipmeant
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®»  Empgowerng veterans
®»  Promote a defence alliance with Finlard
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2. Sweden Democrats election manifesto 202419

’
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!9 The document was fully translated from Swedish to English using the DeepL online translator.
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Introduction

Thie Sweden Demacrats iove our Tres and democratic Esrops, The diversity of nations,
cultures and shared histary has lald the foundation for the Western civilisation we enjoy
taday, Chvar the centuries, our continent has bacome a place of co-cperation, development
and trade. Or, at least, that was the idea.

The European community and the ideals we as a country embraced thirty years ago are ng
langer what they were. Europs is at war - [slamism, gang crime and insefurity are spreading,
wehile Brussels' supranstioralism has never been as pervasive as it is today.

The old dreams of free states cooperating on fair terms have long been forgotten in Brussels,
replaced by bureaucracy, crntralisation and corruption.

Being 2 member of the EU is expensive for Swedish txpayers, never before hax Sweden paid
as much money 1o the Union as we do taday. Since 1995, we have pald over SEK 800 ballion ta
the EU to finance other countries’ failing coonomies,

Within the Union; theft gangs travel freely betweesn unguarded border crossings, arms flow
and lslamism grows streng. Swedes are being killed in cald blood an the streets of Grussols
simply because they are Sweadish and have a secular view of freedom ef expression,

One lerrorist atteck aflter snother is fuelled by radical imams who are allowsed o preach their
vile terrorist propaganda in mosques across Europe, often funded by 1zlamist regimes that
weant te fight eur way of life.

At the same time as the EY 'Fails. in its basic cora tasks, the bureaucrats in ser their chance i
usurp mare power. Thraugh their own interpretations of the treaties, they want to seize our
forests, impase a radical climate agenda, make fite difficult for Swedish hunters and scrap our
Winage cars.

Swceden is #lio a world champion at self-flagellstion. By cwer-implementing EU legilation and
bowing to the establishment in Brussels, Swedich politicians have not priontised the interests
of Swraes - we want to :h:ngn that!

It is time tor Sweden to speak out, We must show the bureaucrats in Brussels that we are
serious when we say thel our country should never become @ lax province that finances
mismanaged countries in a Eurcpean federal state.

The Sweden Demacrats therefore want to give the Swedish people a strong voice. Every
transter of pewer must be preceded by a referendum. The same should apply ta naw ar
larger demands Tor payments Lo the EW.

Wi waint to shaw Brussels that we are not backing down at the negotiating table, we want o
make it clear that we are willing te leave the co-aperation i developments are not stopped
and reversed,

For the first time in the history of the EU, we are facing 3 paradigm shift in the Union
Decades of contralisation, cowardice and waste hove made the Europesn people wake up
and speak out. We are on tha brink af a healthiar Eurppe where, together with like-
minded parties, we can turn things around far the better.

We Sweden Dermocrats will fight to achieve this.
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Stop the transfer of power
to Brussels

Fromiils origins as a free trade project, the EU has increasingly Lesken power from Member
States ina way that could hardly hawe been Imagined thirty years ago. This means that
Sweden and the Swedish people have already lost large pans of their sell-determination
and risk losing even more in the near future.

Wi do nat belicve that EU paoliticians fundamentally have the saome interests as Swedes, quite
the opposite. Greedy peliticians in Brussels seize svery opportunity to usurp more influarce
for themselves and regard Swedish taxpayers as an ATM that newver runs ool

A= the EU grows esver more powerful st the expense of individual Member States

alse highlights the democratic deficit that exists in the Union. The lack of

The lack of transperency and scrutiny, combined with the extensive bureaucracy, makes
politics difficult to understand. We want to see a more ransparent EU, rermoving power from
non-elected Eurcpean Commisdoness and Intraducing greater personal accountability for
Eurapean decision-makers

For decades, the EU has been allowed o take power away from the Swedish people and put it
in the hands of politicians in Brussels. Time and again, we are overruled and Swedish intereszs
are rarely heard by Brussels. There aré many examples of hew Brussels anly looks after its
oo interests rather than the good of the people. The consequences of detailed regulation of
apricuiture, the spiralling costs at EU level and the opposition te Swedish snuff are some
examples in thiz area,

Decisions to be taken by Member States

Tha principle of subsidiarity means that the EU should not take an tasks that Member States
are capable of sohing themselves. The principle is one of the basic ideas behind EU co-
operation and is intended to ensure that the EU does not intertere: with the Member States'
right Lo exist as fres soversign states. The Sweden Democrats want the principle 1o be applied
strictly, sa that we can bring decisian-making closer ta the citizens and strengthon democracy.
The EU should not interfere in matters that the Member States can handle themselues.

Facing a referendum lock

For the Sweden Demaocrats, it is impoeriant that power is close to the peaple and that the
demacratic process is well anchared, When pawer is transfersed from Sweden te the ELL it

inin principie impossible ta got it back. For us, it is fundamental that paoliticians should not

be able to give away the Swedish people's right to decide on their country, We therefors

weianl to introduce a

referendum lock in the constitution, where every new attemat to transfer power from Sweden
ta the EU must be approved by a reterendum, In this way, we can refer to the will of the people
in black and white in the negotiations and the EW's ability te cverride the Swedish people s
saveraly limited,

Remowe EU membership from the Constitution

Sweden is one of the few countries that has written its EU membe rship into its wonstitutian.,
This means that ina negotiating situation it is almost impossible for us 1o show that there are
borders that we beficve the EUF must not cross. Sweden's position in the negotiations with
Brussels must be clear, not least that we sctually have the option of leaving the Union if
mecessary. The EU must not be able to take our membership for granted.
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Stop the over-implementation of EU directives

‘When Sweden has implemented directives from the EU, it has often chosen to go further
than is actually required. In their fear of upsetting Brussels, Swedish politicians have
engaged in what can almast be likened to self torture, taking bad legislation from the EU
and making it even worse, Several examples can be cited, such as the weapons directive, the
reduction obligation and the estreme climate policy. We want to conduct a review of

the implementation of EU law In Sweden and ensure that we do not go beyond what s required
in any casa, if it iz harmful to Sweden and the Swedish people,

Standing up for Sweden's interests in the EU
More and mare often, the EU is excaeding its powers in vielation of the EU treaties. Swaden
must start actively defending Swedish interests and bring cases before the European Court of

lustice whenever the Furopean Commission exceads its Ingal powers and sncroaches on
national seil-determination.

Decision-making power must be returned to national parliaments

The EU taking power over lorestry policy or going into debt to distribute subsidies is not
power grven to the Unien by the Member 5tates. The Sweden Demccrats want to see strict
application of the principle of conferred powers, accarding ta which the EU dors not have
decision-making power that the Member States have not ceded te the supranational lavel,
The EU should not take an tasks that are better salved at national ar lacal level. The principle
of proportionality must also be strictly applied.

We go the polls:
*  Returning power from the EU to the nation state
* Increasing transparency in the EU

= Intreducing referendum reguirements for decisions that shift power fram Sweden te Brussels

®*  Remove EU membership from the Constitution
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A realistic
environment and
climate policy

In recent decades, enviranrmental policy has come Lo be characterised by victae-signaliing,
emetion and pure alarmizm. Sweden and Eurcpe need a cost-effective envirenmental and
climate policy with robust impact assessmeents that take into account that all clirmate policy
reguires popular support. [t must be possible to combine the paolicy with prosperity,
reasonahle sacial costs and competitiveness,

Taday, FU countries accaunt for 7% of the world's greenhouse gas emissions and this share has
decreased signiflicantly in recent decades. Europe's ability Lo contribute 1o reducing greenbouse
gas emissions globally depends on whether it can set an example for the rest of the warld. This
is ot the case today, where radical climate policies are combined with stagnant growth. There s
ar imminent risk that radical climate policies will lead to high casts for households while jobs,
growth and gmissions are shifted to other countries without benefit for giobal climate work

Through the Fit for 55 climate pact, Brussels wants ta refarm the European sronamy

in the ground, with unforesessble consequences. There are plans Lo restore huge sreas of
land to how they looked before. 4t the same time as we need to continue with sustainabin
Swedish forestry to transition to a Tossil-free economy, EU policy is aimed at sabotaging the
opperiunities for viable Swedish forestry.

Thie ELI's Fit for 55 climate pact requires member states to drastically reduce their emissions
by 2050 The road to this goal is lined with seeeral interim targets and a long series of iegal
acts where, Tor examplie, new sales of cars with internal combustion engines will be banned
as parly as 2035 and Sweden's ermissions will be reduced the mest of all countries by 20300
The climate pact is & radicel agreerment that, if Sweden is 1o camply with it, risks leading ta
higher fuel prices, increased Sweadizh EU contribitions and the introduction of EU taxes.

The Sweden Demacrats have an ambitious climate policy and want to see a phasing out of fassil
fuels, but thiz must be done in a balanced way sa that we make a real contribution to red ucing,
emissions and do not simply transfer wealth and emissions to other continents. That's why we
weant to bear up the EU's climate pact. & preceguisite for the rest of the world ta follows the EU
and wark for 8 green transition is that the EU manages to maintain competitiveness and growth
50 that hizusehalds' living standards are not negatively affected.

In Swieden, the Tidé Agreement has given us a new direction towards an effective and
papularly supported enviranmental and climate palicy. We wish to take this work forward to
the Eurapean Parliament and abolish the enviconmentalist palicy at EU level as well. The EW
must stop opposing nuclear power and instead work strategically to develop regulations that
promaote research, 1o this way, the EU can help to stimulate mere nuclear power in Edrope
and the warld.

We go the polls:
® A people-centred policy Tor reducing gresnhouse gas emissions
& Reforrming the EU dlimete pact

= A European strategy for smore nuclear powar
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Protecting the
interests of Swedish
farmers

All prer Europe, Tarmers are protesting againsl the excessive amount of reles and requirements
imposed by the EU en agriculture, the protests can be seen as a ory for help from the sector that
is perhaps most impartant o the people of Europe and Brussels needs to take this seriously.
Instead, Brussels is painting agriculture and primary preduction of focd a5 an environmentally
hazardous activity

that require ever tlighter regulations. Regulations that wiil eventually alfect Eurape's shility 1o
teed its population, an increased need for imparts from third countries and, not least, the price
of fead will rise tharply for European consumers.

This is a deeply worrying trend that the Sweden Democrats want o reverse, We need Ta
listen to the farming community and immediateby create the conditions for profitable
tarming; an industry without profitability will not be able to adapt to increased animal
welfare or make the investments that are desirable for the climate and the environmient. The
Eurcpean Commission's propasal to introduce a nature restoration lawer alsa risks having
devastating conseguences for both farestry and agriculiure. One of the proposals is that
Bruzsels wants Sweden to stop using both forest and agricultural land altogether and instead
leave it fallow. We cannot aceept thig; it has never been mere important to protect Swedish
and European food production.

Dur international situation shows lime and time again the importance of having strong domestic
primary production in arder te be able to feed our population in the event of war or crisis. That
i why we also see the ELS requirement for 25 per cent of fand 1o be farmed organically, and a
sharp reduction in the use of plant protection products, as problematic. Bath of these proposals
reduce protitakility and production, which increases the price tor consumers. The EW shoufd not
engage in this type of regulation, it inhibits Eurcpe’s ability to cope with war or crisis while it is
counterpraductive far the climate, an increased need for imparts from third countries has a
negative impact on the climate.

Agricultura must stop being portrayed as environmantal villains; en the contrary, they are
heroes. We want to see graatly improved competitive conditions in the EW's internal market
ter Swedish farmers: it must pay ta praduce food. An impartant competitive tactor for
Swedish farmers is animal wellare reguirements. In Sweden, we have high standards of
animal welfare, which we want to safeguard and will wark ko ensure that the requircements in
thi rest of the EU are tightened. We want to work 1o create confidence in che futures and
growth in agricusliore, which, in addition to providing a secure supply of food, creating jobs
and favouring biadiversity, is alsa & prereguisite for a llving countryside and Swedish eultural
haritage.

We go the polls:

= Srengrhening the competitiveness of Swedish Tarmers in the internal market

= Waork for regulatory simplification, farmers should produce food, net edminister
* Dppose any proposal that risks reducing European food production

= Swedish animal welfere to guide EW animal welfare policy
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Keep Brussels away from
the Swedish forest

Forests cover lwo thirds of Sweden's surfsce and hall of them are owned by 300,000 privace
Individuals. Sweden is unigee in the ELU with such a large propartien of privately owned
forests, and the tact that forests are privately owred inthe way that is commeon in Sweden
Is not the norm inthe EU, which means that we must particularly monitor and protect
praperty rights.

The Swedish forest is one of the basic industries that bullt our teuntry. Meore than 70,000
peophe work in the ferestry and tirmber industoy and export revenues amount 1o SEE 190
Eillian annually. It is thersfiore very impartant to protect the forestry industry from EU
interteranca,

Swedish forestry has a high bevel of environmental awareness, we actively manage our forests

and ensure that felled forests are replaced by new plantations, which has 2 positive effect on the

EUVs climate footprint. Forests are not actually ecvered by EU treaties, bur through LULUCF,
wehich regulates our commitments on net emissions and rermavals of grednbouse gases from
lamd use, and ather acts within the climate pact, the ELS wants to heavily regulate and reduce
Swedish forestry, In addition to devastating impact on jobs and the economy, thisis
counterproductive.

Swedish lorests are o kay factor in the EU's greon transitian, ravw materials from the forest
are needed to replace foscll matenals, which creates more climate benefits than leaving the
farest standing. In addition, reduced fefling in Swedan will lead to increased import neads
and it is rarely good for the climate to choose semething that is not produced in Sweden.
Mar can we allow the EU to wielate Swedish proaperty rights, which are constitutionally
protected, and we currently see many examples of landowners being squeezed when they
are denied felling. This is unacceptable.

We go the polls:
=  Renegotiate Sweden’s LULUCF commitments
= Work 1o restore forests as a national concern

*  Protecting property rights and Swedish forest owners' nght to manage their forests
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Preserving Swedish
hunting tradition

Swedern has a lang hunting tradition, and geographicsl conditions with large distances and

sparse garmne mean that we have unigue hunting methods where huating goes hand in hand with

nature conservation, dog and awtdoor activities. Huntars tulfil an impertant social function; they

are actively invelved in wildlife management for the sake of the animals, which is combined with

ethical wildlite management. The importence of huntars hecame parﬁ:ulatly clear during the
aulbreak of African swine fever, when their efforts were crocial to the successTul control of the
disease. Inaddition, Sweden has thousands of municipal hbunters 2nd the NWR's search hunters
who areavailable svery day of the year 1o condict pratective hunting and track and kill injured
animals. This is a public service that many people take for granted, but which requires an
enarmaus, lmast entirely valuntany, cammitment fram hunters.

Swoden must work to protect the interests of Swedish hunters, Hunting is.a natianzl matter
and Brussels should ot make decisions that affect Swedish hunting: We will therefore work
to reduce the influence of Brussels, for example by labbying for exceptions te the banon lead
in arnmunition. L goes without saying that Swedish hunters shauld be able vo practise
shooting in large numbers.

We do nol want to see any EU regulatians an hunting weapons, ammunition, hunting rights
ar anything else that affects hunting. It is partioularly important that how we choose to
manage wolves and other species should once again be & Swedish matter.

We go the polls:
= Getting an exemption from the ban on lead ammunition

= Which species can be hunted and to what extent should be a national decision

= Wark against supranational decisions that have an impact on Swedish hunting and Swedish hurnters
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Migration policy to be
decided in Sweden

Bigration to Eurcpe and Sweden remains high and itis clear that the EW's borders are nat
weorking. We have seen how the EU allows pecale to literally trudge inte Europe withaut being
stopped. This has led to an insecure Europe whare Brussels has lost cantrol aver whae'is within
Its borders.

Economic migrants abuse the ELWFs laxity by travelling through several safe coantries until they
reach the one that offers the best welfare. This can happen because internal border contrals
are almost non-existent, The back af interal border contrals in the EU also means thet
international theft rings and drug smugalers can move stalen goods and drugs with relative
BALE,

Thiz must stop. We need to build more walls in Europe to control the extermal border. Fronnes
necds more support and powers Lo protect the border. Even within Europe, Member States
must be given wider possibilities ta introduce permanent internal barder cantrals. The failure
of the EU 1o fulfil one of its most fundamental tasks - holding the horder - is unacoeplable.

The external border must be respected

Owir the past decade, tha EU has been plagued by historie mass immigration fram

the Middle East and Morth Africa. While several Member States are an their knees
economically, the EU s failing in one of its most besic tasks - puarding its barders. The Sweden
Drernocrats want to give Frontex, the agency that guards the external border, more résources
and increased powers. More walls need to be built along the land barders and boats need o
patrel the Unien's coasts to curk illegal migration. Wa want to see zera telerance of illegal
immigration and, where iliegal immigrants reach the EU, they should be sent to asylum centres
m third countries - where their application will be processed arnd they will be granted asylum if
their application is successiul - which wauld remaove the incentive 1o enter Europe illegalby.

Restrict the free movement of those who misbehave

Aryyane wha, through criminal offences or misconduct, has mishahaved in a Mambser State
should be able to have their movement within'the Union restricted. The Sweden Democrats
will work to ensure that Member States are given the oppoartunity to restrict freedom of
rrovement or introduce visas requirements for EU citizens who misbhehave. Member States
should also be able to more easily deny entry to third country nationals who have bren
pranted avisa by ancther Member State, for example by increasing the exchange of
Infarmation between Member States,
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Mo to forced relocation of migrants

For years, the EU has been trying to pass legislation that would allaw Brussels to force
member states to accept migrants. Since thair alectian loss in Sweden, the Social Democrats
have continued to pursue a damaging migration policy in Brussels. To get member states to
fall in line, countries that refuse 1o aceept refugees could be farced to pay hundreds af
millians in fines to the EW. Sweden has received a very large number of migrants over the past
decade and the Sweden Democrats will fight agalnst the unfair redistribution of migrants.

Establishing asylum centres outside the EU

The EU should work in partnership with third countries to establish asylum centres to which
migrants withowt a right of residence in the EU are transterred, In the partner country, asylum
seekers should have their case cxamined and, il their application is acoepted, they should be
granted protection, Those who have received doportation arder should also be able to be
transferred lo centres oulside Europe pending final enflorcement. We also want the EU, in the
context of itz international work, to clearly work to force countries 1o accept their citizens by
limiting aid, impasing sanctions and threatening to cancel trade agreements and other benefits
it they do not cooperate.

We go the polls:

*  Sirengthening the EU's external border 1o counteract all Torms of illegal immigration into the Union

*  Establishing asylum centres outside EU borders
=  Restrict the tree movement of those who misbehave

* Countering the EL's ability to force individual Membear States to accept migrants

11
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Stop the Islamisation of
Europe

Az o resull of mass Frmrmigration Trom Muoslim courtries; llamism has root in Seesden and on
the continent. Tervorist attacks follow one another, in many Muoslirn scheals children are taught
radical Islam, crowds celabrate Hamas' terrarist attack an Israel, and terrorist propaganda is
openly displayed in mosgues across Europe, For fear of being labelied xenophobic or
Istamaphobic, Europe's paliticians have allowed |slamism to take ract in society. Tha
consequences are felt across the continent and affect all member states and their citizens.

For the Sweden Demacrats, ot is self-evident that islamisation must be countered at all levels,
Al Member States have a respensibilitg to actively counter Islamizsm in Evrope, and all funding
of Islamism and terrarist sympathising crganisations must cease immediately, We want the EU
to take a clear stand against Islamism and all its devastating conseguences Tor the Eurapean
praple. As [slamism is mot m}mp:tl'hln with Western valugs, it is impartant that the EU takes
action against lElamism on all fronts.

All pver Eurcpe, toreign Islamists are aliowed to preach their hatred, The Sweden Dermecrats
have steppead up thelr efforts to combat 1slamists through the Time Programme, but more
neads ta be done in the EU. Ne Islamists should be akle ta move to the Union to propagate
Islamism. The EU should make clearer demands on Member Stases 1o expel adical slamists
and wark praactively to ersure that known extremists from Muosiio countries are banned
[ram entering the Union.

We go the polls:
= Working actively against the Islamisation of Evrope

= Islamists should not be allowed to travel or move to the ELE tar the purpase of practising Islamism
propaganda

*  Stop the funding of Islamizts in the EU
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Build a safe Europe

The Sweden Democrals see strong adva ntages in strong intergovernmental coaperation
within the EU 1o combat cross-border crime and terrerism more effectively. However,
claser conperation must naver result in supranational palice respensibility, with ELF police
starming Swedish hemes, Only Swedish police should have police powers on Swedish sail.
Legal certainty must never be jeopardised for Swedish citizens, and the division of
responzsibilities and mandates must be clear and inviolable.

The Sweden Democrats are the parly in Sweden with the mest ambitious erime policy in verms
of resource allocation and legizlative propesals. This makes the Sweden Dermocrats a guarantor
of the hest crima-fighting work within the EL, but alzo of the fact that the EL shauld not be
given maore power than is necessary to achieve & pood result in the cross-barder fight against
urﬂanimd crime and terrorism,

Istarmist regimes have organised the financing of radical preachers and terrorist
sympathisers across Europe. All member states hawe a shared respansibility to ensure that
Islarmism is kept out of cur cantinent. \We want to intensify the fight against terronst
tinancing and make it ditficult ta give money te terrarists in owr Eurape, In addition, all
Farms of EU funding and assistance to terrenist sympathizers should be

oF arganisations asseciated with radical lsla mists must stop immediately. Both the EU and
maryy of the Member Siates have, in various ways, financed, for example, the Mushim
Brotherhood and other islamist organisations, and this must stop.

A hard line against authoritarian states such as Russia, Iran and China

The EU and Sweden are in a serous secunmy situation. Authoritarian states and dictatorships are
bast dealt with by a resclute foreign palicy and clear signals where thers can be no douht about
Sweden's position, Since our external border has not been secured and our defences have bean
downgraded, hybrid warfare has been normialised and our position weakened.

Full-scale war has returned to Europe and migrants are being used as weapohs against the
West by cynical regimes. The Sweden Demacrats sueceeded in persoading the Eurapean
Parliament te classify Russia as a terrorist state afrer the full-scale invazion of Ukraine, enabling
the wse of confiscared funds te support Ukraine's defence struggle and reconstruction of the
country, The Sweden Democrats’ suppart for Likraine is unwavering. The regime in Russia, Iran
and the Chinese Communist Party, as well as any other authoritarian forces that threaten the
rules-bated world \:lrder, sheuld never be rewarded with 2 p-ﬁlil:!.r of appésserment.

Counter-terrorism

The terrarist attack en Drottninggatan, on Charlie Hebdo in France and on the Swedes shat
dead in Brussels are three examples of how Islamists have literally killed s,

Time and again, lslamist terrar attacks have been made possible by our liberal immigration
and crime palicies, The Sweden Democrats want to put a stap te this, No terrorist growp or
terrorist should be able vo live undisturbed in Europe. The EU has an important role as a
coard inating body for cross-barder counter-tercrism, a coocparation we very much need to
develap.

We go the polls:
= Toimmediately stop all financing of terrosist activities
- D\mmlnping cooparation on the EU's cross-bordar ﬁghr against terrorism

= Making it difficult v be a terrarist in the EUin every way pasdible
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Stop the EU's
greediness

Protecting Swedish snus

The history of Swedish snus goes back hundreds of years. In Sweden, we use snus instead of
smnoking, which has proven to have a decisive effect on Swedizh public health and means that
Sweden has the lowest number of tobacco - related deaths per capita in Europe. But Swadish
snus is under constant threat, Brussels is actively warking to deny Europeans healthier
alternatives to tobacco smaoking and is currently pushing the issue of banning white snus. We
think this is eompletely wihong. Wa want to stop the plans to ban white snus end actively weork
vo remove the EU's oxport ban an snus within the Union.

Protect our vintage cars

Thraugh the End of Life Directive, the EL is attacking anyone interested in vintage cass. The
proposed legislation would reguire the scrapping of all cars that the EU deems unfit for use.
A large part of Swedish car cultura is based on the care and restoration of ald vehicles,
wihich are often taken from being in very poor condition o becoming cultural treasoeres,

If the Commission's proposal gees through, It will in practice mean that all alder cars that
cauld hive boen restored will have to be serapped instead. The Sweden Democrais belisve
that Brussels should stay away from Swedish metoring culture, We will always stand up for
thie right of Swedish motarists to exercisa their intarast.

Renegotiate the Working Time Directive to restore 24-hour shifts

Labour market palicy is suppased to be a national matter, but during the mandate periad the EU
‘Warking Tirme Directive has caused problems for Swedish firetightars, ambulance drivers and
octher shift workers. This unnecessary detailed regulation has affected bath workers who want
langer eomtinusus leave to make family life work and people with disabilices whe nsed
continuity and predictable doys with the same staff.

It goes withaut saying that workers should have ample opportunity to recowver aftera
shift. But there is ng reasen why the EU should have the power to micromanage warkers'
schedules in countries where these issues are negotiated between trade unien and
employer organisations,

The Sweden Demaocrats will work to renegotiate the labour directive to take back control over

the warking hours of firefighters and eare warkers and leave these matters entirely ta the
social partners to decide.

We go the polls:
*  Protect Swedish enus production and the right of all Eurapeans wo use snus
*  That Swedish matorists can continue to pursue their hobby

= Fight to return power over working hours to Sweden and the social partrers
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3. Eco’s 14 characteristics of fascism applied to the Sweden Democrats’ manifestos

Cult of tradition:

As pointed out in the study of the lexical field used by the SD in their two election manifestos
(2.1.3), they present themselves as defenders of a historical and cultural heritage:

“Previous generations of Swedes have built a society that was long among the best in the
world.”
(SDM 2022, p.4, Introduction)

This emphasis on a mythical idealised past contrasting with the ‘decadent’ present is
characteristic:

“But gradually, progressive [advances] has been replaced by tolerance of
the intolerant.”
(SDM 2022, p.4, Introduction)

Sweden's cultural tradition being based on a dual syncretic heritage of Nordic traditions from
the Middle Ages®” and Christianity, this first very present characteristic echoes perfectly Eco's
statement that the meeting of Saint Augustine and Stonehenge is a symptom of Ur-fascism;
1/14.

Rejection of enlightenment/modernism

We only have to go back to the single image in the two manifestos to see a certain rejection of
modernity (2.1.1, fig. 1), but it is in their discourse that the SD best express their anti-liberal
rhetoric even more clearly. The last quote also marks the rejection of modern values of tolerance
and pluralism in favour of a conservative and closed vision of Swedish society. We can
therefore consider that this characteristic is partially present; 1.5/14.

Cult of action for action

On security and migration issues in particular, the SD show a desire for strong, immediate and
repressive action, without prolonged debate, corresponding to the fascist valorisation of action
for action's sake. This is illustrated by simplistic and sometimes symbolic responses to social
complexity:

“zero tolerance”
(SDM 2022, p.5, Crime and punishment)

“The SD want to change criminal policy in favour of locking up and deporting criminals
who create insecurity and commit crimes.”
(SDM 2022, p.5, Crime and punishment)
The speeches meet the criteria of this third characteristic; present, 2.5/14.

20Viking culture.
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Disagreement = treason

The SD viciously attack the other Swedish political parties and the European institutions. The
former are responsible, guilty, for the ills of Swedish society:

“...the wounds that both Social Democratic and centre-right governments have inflicted
on Swedish society.”
(SDM 2022, p.4, Introduction)

The latter are implicitly branded traitors when migration issues are raised:

“For years, the EU has been trying to pass legislation that would allow Brussels to force
member states to accept migrants.”
(SDM 2024, p.11, Migration policy to be decided in Sweden)

As the amalgam between disagreement and betrayal is only implicit, it can be seen here as
emerging; 3/14.

Fear of difference

For Eco, disagreement is also a sign of diversity and fascism feeds fear against difference,
cementing the construction of an identity-based ‘we’; the ‘people’, excluding migrants ‘the
others’ and cosmopolitan elites; ‘them’.

Otherness is thus criminalised in both discourses:

“Despite the fact that the cost of integration policy measures and investments in schools,
welfare and housing in segregated areas has been considerable, the policy has failed to
such an extent that second-generation immigrants are more likely [to] commit crimes
than their parents and constitute the recruitment base for gangs.”

(SDM 2022, p.6, Gang-related crime)

“Terrorist attacks follow one another, in many Muslim schools children are taught
radical Islam, crowds celebrate Hamas' terrorist attack on Israel, and terrorist
propaganda is openly displayed in mosques across Europe.”

(SDM 2024, p.12, Stop the Islamisation of Europe)

Fear of difference is at the heart of the SD' discourse; 4/14.

Appeal to frustrated middle classes

The key electoral strategy deployed is also largely based on the frustration of the middle
classes at the deterioration of the Folkhemmet (See Introduction, p.8) built during the 20th
century. This anger is used against governments that “has been about putting interests other
than those of Sweden and its citizens first” (SDM 2022, p.4, Introduction).

In 2024, the SD extended their fear of economic decline argument by linking it to the policies
pursued by the EU:

“All over Europe, farmers are protesting against the excessive amount of rules and
requirements imposed by the EU on agriculture”
(SDM 2024, p.7, Protecting the interests of Swedish farmers)
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5/14.

Obsession with conspiracy

To the democratic confiscation carried out by the ‘unelected bureaucrats’ in Brussels, the SD
are adding a plan, a hidden agenda: the creation of a federal superstate:

“We must show the bureaucrats in Brussels that we are serious when we say that our country
should never become a tax province that finances mismanaged countries in a European
federal state.”

(SDM 2024, p.3, Introduction)

On the domestic front, without being explicitly mentioned, the theory of the Great Replacement,
so dear to the European far-right, infuses the whole discourse on migration policy, whose laxity
and excessive tolerance are denounced.

Implicit but real, the conspiracy hatched by the European or national elites; ‘them’, against the
people; ‘us’, is very present; 6/14.

Enemy both strong and weak

In the manifestos, the declared enemies, be they the cosmopolitan elite, the European
bureaucrats or simply the other parties that have betrayed, are, through a rhetorical shift typical
of fascist discourse, both strong and weak. Strong in the sense that they are organised and
jeopardise traditional Sweden and the model inherited from previous generations, and weak in
the sense that simplistic measures are proposed, denying the complexity of the issues, be they
economic, climatic or migratory, to fix them. Once again, the best illustration of this is the
proposed treatment of criminality issues. In response to gangs that have become too powerful,
SDs’ first proposal is to limit the rights of the weakest:

“Shootings, bombings and robberies have become commonplace
from north to south and increasingly the lives of innocent and ordinary people.” (strong)
“Stop asylum immigration and pause quota refugee reception and focus on return” (weak)
(SDM 2022, p.6, Gang-related crime)

Characteristic well present (7/14).

Pacifism = complicity

On the same subject, as with the policies of the EU, entered into by force with the complicity
of the S, the manifestos criticise the soft policies pursued by the traditional parties, noting a
lack of force that could be likened to pacifism in the face of a dangerous enemy. The rhetoric
employed easily leads the reader to conclude that the other Swedish parties are complicit (8/14):

“Gang violence [ ...] has been allowed to take hold through an overly tolerant integration
policy.”
(SDM 2022, p.6, Gang-related crime)

Contempt for the weak

Elitism is one of the typical characteristics of Ur-fascism as defined by Eco. Having seen the
extent to which anti-elitism is a populist device much used by the SD (see 2.1.1., pp.25-26), it
may seem difficult to find it in the manifestos of 2022 and 2024. The solution to this a priori

138



insoluble equation is given by Eco himself: “Every citizen belongs to the best people in the
world” (Eco, 1995). This ‘popular elitism’ defined by Eco is used by the SD to sort out the
‘good citizens’ from the ‘socially excluded’, mainly immigrant populations.

“Swedish society and culture are fundamentally something to be proud of. Few countries have
historically been able to match the Swedes' ability to combine individual freedom with great
concern [for] each other. Previous generations of Swedes have built a society that was long

among the best in the world. But gradually, progressive [advances] has been replaced by
tolerance of the intolerant. Political concern for the different living conditions of Swedish
citizens has been exchanged for consideration of all interests other than those of Sweden
itself.”
(SDM 2022, p.4, Introduction)

The contempt of the weakest can be described as ambivalent (8.5/14).

Cult of the hero

As mentioned earlier, the cult of the hero does not correspond to the standards of discretion in
Swedish society?!. The construction of an ethos of the national saviour is therefore made in the
name of the party and not of a leader. No candidate or party member appears by name in either
manifesto (8.5/14). However, moving away from the two manifestos, it is interesting to note
the extent to which the leader of the SD since 2005, Jimmie Akesson, enjoys a position of
support and ‘saviour status’ that far exceeds that of the leaders of other Swedish parties.

“The Sweden Democrats want to break the trend and move policy in a direction that can
heal Sweden.”
(SDM 2022, p.4, Introduction)

Machismo/Armament

Although machismo is not entirely absent in Sweden, it is very marginal and tends to be
expressed among the least educated or those from other cultures. Gender equality is a long-
standing battle for the S, which has permeated Swedish society through the education system
to the point where it is now an integral part of it. The SD have made this Swedish characteristic
their own. Conversely, it has even been turned against immigrant populations, mainly from
Afghanistan, the Balkans and the Mediterranean region, to denounce the archaism of their
cultures. The same way, there is no trace of a pronounced taste for arming the country??, the
manifestos of the SD include a form of fetishism of police and prison force:

“Increasing the availability of places in prisons in Sweden and abroad”
(SDM 2022, p.5, Crime and punishment)

“More walls need to be built along the land borders and boats need to
patrol the Union's coasts to curb illegal migration.”

2! Jantelagen, Jante's law, exists in all the Nordic countries. It is a kind of code of conduct whose rules were written
by Sandemose in his novel En flykting korsar sitt spdr, 1933. The author describes the inhabitants of the fictional
town of Jante as not appreciating people who are out of the ordinary or those who believe themselves to be superior
to others. According to Sandemose, the result of Jantelagen would be a uniform society marked by mediocrity,
mistrust and jealousy, in contrast to that of the so-called ‘Latin’ peoples, who do not hesitate to show off or boast.
22 In the name of preserving Swedish sovereignty, Swedish neutrality, although variable in practice, was
established as a principle under the reign of Bernadotte (Charles XIV) in 1818. Following Russia's war of
aggression in Ukraine, Sweden finally joined NATO on 7 March 2024, putting an end to 106 years of neutrality.
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(SDM 2024, p.10, Migration policy to be decided in Sweden)

As a result, and particularly because of the shift towards a militarised rhetoric of safety, this
characteristic is only partially and indirectly present (9/14).

Selective populism

We have seen (2.1.1 pp. 25-26) that the SD propose a restrictive definition of the people. The
exclusion of minorities and criticism of the policies of the legitimate social body is
fundamental to their electoral manifestos (10/14).

Newspeak

The two manifestos studied are rich in reductive shock formulas. They are present in the
treatment of all the subjects dealt with. Let's take two examples, one on gender theories, the
other on vintage cars:
“[...] indoctrinate our children in a gigantic post-modern project”
(SDM 2022, p.39, Youth issues)

“[...] the EU is attacking anyone interested in vintage cars”
(SDM 2024, p.14, Stop the EU's greediness)

Security neologisms such as « zero tolerance » (SDM 2024, p.10, Migration policy to be
decided in Sweden) are very present (11/14).
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